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DIRECT COMMUNICATION WITH TRADERS. 





The DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE (Devetor- 

MENT AND INTELLIGENCE) is a centre at which information on 
-all subjects of commercial interest is collected and classified 
in a form convenient for reference, and at which, so far as 
the interests of British trade permit, replies are given to 
‘enquiries by traders on commercial matters. As far as is 
possible, the Department supplies, on personal or written 
application, information with regard to the following 
subjects: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender, 
and other openings for British Trade; Lists of manufac- 
turers at home and lists of firms abroad engaged in par- 
ticular lines of business in different localities; Foreign and 
‘Colonial Tariff and Customs Regulations; Commercial 
Statistics ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations cen- 
‘cerning Commercial Travellers, Sources of Supply, Prices, 
-etc., of Trade Products; Shipping and Transport, etc. 

Samples of foreign competitive goods and commercial 
products which are received from abroad from time to time 
are exhibited at the Offices of the Department. 

Samples of goods of German and Austrian manufacture 
‘which were sold in British markets abroad and in certain 
foreign markets are on exhibition in the Sample Roorns of 
the Department. 


Arrangements are now in progress for the BRITISH 


INDUSTRIES FAIR, 1920, and a Supplement of the ‘‘Board 


tena? 











of Trade Journal’? dated 8th May, 1919, gives detailed 
instructions to exhibitors. The Office dealing with Fair 
matters is at 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1, to which address all enquiries should be made. 

In order that British manufacturers may have an oppor- 
tunity of familiarising themselves with German and Austrian 
methods of advertising, the Bcard of Trade have collected 
over 9,500 SPECIMEN CATALOGUES OF GERMAN AND 
AUSTRIAN ORIGIN, and these may be inspected by British 
manufacturers at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 2. 

A new index has been prepared, in which the catalogues 
are classified both as regards articles of manufacture and 
names of manufacturers, thus rendering identification of any 
particular catalogue a simple matter. Copies of this index 
may be obtained by United Kingdom manufacturers on 
application to the Comptroller-General, Department cf 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 73, Basing- 
hal! Street, London, E.C. 2. 

All communications intended for the Department of Gver- 
seas Trade (Development and Intelligence) should be 
addressed to: The Comptroller-General, Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, 
Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, S.W. 1. 














OPENINGS FOR TRADE AND NAMES OF TRADERS IN 
COUNTRIES ABROAD. 





" Confidential Information. 


SPECIAL REGISTER. 


The Special Register affords early information to manu- 
facturers and traders of new trade openings abroad hefore 
they become public property. It is also a vehicle for 
circulating reports on foreign competition, and any other 
matters likely to be of importance and interest to particular 
trades. The information, which is private and confidential, 
is supplied to the Department by His Majesty’s Trade Com- 
missioners within the Empire, and by His Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Representatives in foreign 
countries, and is circulated to firms on the Register as 
quickly as possible after its receipt. 

The Register is open to any approved British firm on the 
payment of a fee of two guineas per annum (which includes 
‘the annual subscription to the ‘“‘Board of Trade Journal’’). 
lt is not open to non-British traders. 

Information is supplied solely for the purpose of extending 
trade in British-made goods. 

Those British firms who desire their names to be included 
in the Special Register shorld communicate with The 
Comptroller-General, Department of Overseas Trade 
Pevelopees and Intelligence), 73, Basinghall Street, 

naon, £.v. 4 





FORM K. 


1i.M. Consular Offcers have received instructions to 
furnish the Department of Overseas Trade (Development 
and Intelligence) with commercial information respecting all 
firms in their respective Consular Districts who can ke 
recommended as possible importers of goods of British manu- 
facture. This information, which includes the commercial 





and financial status of the firms concerned, their local and 
European references, goods particularly required, terms of 
trading and language in which correspondence should be 
carried on, is furnished to the Department on a prescribed 
form, which is known as Form K. 


In order to obtain the fullest possible advantages from 
the ‘‘Form K”’ system of information, a wide circulation 1s 
ESSENTIAL. 


A system of co-operation between the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) and British 
traders is therefore necessary, and this co-operation is being 
attained as follows :— 


1. The Department collects and edits the information. 
2. The Trade Associations distribute the information. 


That is, the Department issues the information to— 
(a) The Association of Chambers of Commerce. 
(b) The Federation of British Industries. 

The bodies comprised in these organisations have their 
varicus component trades classified as shown in ‘‘Form K,” 
and lists of traders are therefore only circulated to those 
firms which come under that classification, thus avoiding 
circulating to trades which are not interested. 


The system is safeguarded by agreements with the 
distributing organisations against the issue of the informa- 
tion to any outside firms. All firms who wish to receive the 
information have to be approved by the Department. At 
present over 10,000 firms have joined, and any other firms 
who wish to participate should apply through their Chamber 
of Commerce or the Federation of British Industries (39, 
St. James’s Street. London, S.W. 1), or through bodies 
affliated to the latter. 
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The Board of Trade. 


COAL. 
WEEKLY OUTPUT IN TONS. 

Provisional figures of the weekly tonnage output of 
coal during the four weeks ended 30th August are as 
follows :— | 

The effect of the resumption of work in Yorkshire ts 
seen in the increased total of coal raised in the last week 
of August. A small increase is also seen in the output 
of the rest of the country, namely, from 3,827,124 tons 
in the week ended 23rd August to 3,864,353 tons in the 
week ended 30th August. 








District. Sth Aug. 16th Aug. 25rd Aug. 50th Aug. 
Northumberland 174,935 224,817 215,260 225 503 
RRR ieee 479,122 632,137 606,831 646.671 
Yorkshire -...........-.. 10,754 15,917 162.638 490 630 
Lancashire, Cheshire MA. 

and North Wales... 343,389 419 982 418.892 426 702 
Derby, Nottingham ; ; 

and Leicester ...... 413,143 538,345 .559.263 564.188 
Staffordshire, Shrop- 

shire, Warwick and ; 

Worcester .......... 215.700 502,098 554,416 950 492 
South Wales and wa 

Monmouthshire 380 364 904 464 975,558 950.380 
Other English  Dis- ; 

LEIS 54,893 89,819 94 936 94.085 
ESS a aes 572,627 594 922 622.028 616.332 

OO oer 2.642.895 3.726.499 3.989.762 4,554.985 


—_——_ —— 





SUMMARY SINCE MAY 31. 
The total production weekly of coal since 31st May, 
1919, is given below :—. 


Tons. 
May 3lst ... 4.812.595 
June 7th 4,644,034 
June Mth ... 3,256,508 
June 21st . 4,736,841 
June 28th . 4,806,933 
July oth 4,728,588 
July 12th 4,796,148 
July 19th 3,893,652 
July 26th ... 2 937 954 
August 2nd 3,614,776 
August 9th 2,642,895 
August 16th 3,726,499 
August 23rd 3,989,762 
August 30th 4,354,983 





THE PROFITEERING ACT. 

-The Board of Trade have received a large number 
of replies from Local Authorities accepting their invita- 
tion to form Local Committees under the Act, and many 
Chairmen of County Councils have already submitted 
names of the persons selected by representative county 
meetings for consideration as members of the Appeal 
Tribunals. 

The regulations for both Local Committees and Ap- 
peal Tribunals are in the press, and will shortly be 
circulated to the Local Authorities. 


EXPORT CREDITS DEPARTMENT. 
CONDITIONS OF ADVANCES. 


The Government have been prepared, since Tuesday, 
9th September, through their Export Credits Depart- 
ment at 10, Basinghall Street, E.C.2, to consider appli- 
cations for advances up to 80 per cent. of the cost of 
the goods, plus freight and insurance, for goods sold to 
Finland, the Paltic Provinces (Latvia, Esthonia and 
Lithuania), Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, Jugo-Slavia and 
the areas in Russia to which the scheme for insurance 
against abnormal commercial risks applies, subject to 
the following conditions :— 

1. Documents are to be surrendered to the buvers 
against their acceptance of a bill in sterling drawn by 
the sellers for the full amount of the invoices, together 
with security (see the next paragraph). The Govern- 
ment will release the drawers from any recourse against 
them for the amount of the advances made. . 
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2. The purchasers must agree to take up such docu- 
ments against a deposit of currency calculated on the 
basis of the market exchanges, such deposit to be made 
with an approved bank in the country of purchase and 
to be held as security for the due payment of the bills. 

3. When the advance is needed, the relative docu- 
ments will have to be accompanied by a Letter of Guar- 
antee from an approved bank of the country of purchase 
stating that the documents will be promptly taken up 
against such deposit of currency, and undertaking that 
the amount of such currency shall always be maintained 
at a figure sufficient to give a margin of 15 per cent. over 
the value of sterling as based upon the exchanges (not 
upon the official exchanges, if any). All applications 
accompanied by a banker's guarantee of sterling pay- 
ment at maturity of the bill will receive preferential 
consideration. 

4. The Department will consider proposals for a de- 
posit of Produce or Securities instead of currency. 

5. The advances made by the Department will be a 
first charge upon the proceeds of the bills and securities: 
but if such proceeds are less than the cost, plus freight 
and insurance, the loss represented by the difference 
will be divided between the Department and the drawer 
of the bill in the proportion of the advance made to the 
cost: (plus treight and insurance). 

6. The credits are to outstand only for such periods 
as the Department may determine in each case at the 
time of application tor the advances. 

7. The Government will settle from time to time the 
countries and goods to which the scheme relates, but 
advances will not be made for the export of raw materials 
and preference will be given to the finance of goods 
where the larger part of the cost is due to manufacture 
in this country. 

8. All applications must be passed to the Department 
by the bankers of the sellers,. whose recommendation 
must be attached. 

9. After satistaction of the advance the bill and securi- 
ties will be handed to the seller if payment of the full 
amount of the Bill has not been made. 

10. At any time after maturity of the bill or after any 
default the Department will be entitled to close a trans- 
action and hand over the security held, the seller bear- 
ing his proportion, as indicated above, of any loss in- 
curred. 

li. The conditions set out above may be modified at 
any tune or In special cases. ; 

With the consent of Barclays Bank, Ltd., Mr. L. A. 
Davis, Deputy Foreign Manager of that bank, has been 
appointed Manager of the Department. 





INDUSTRIAL LIFE ASSURANCE ENQUIRY. 

The Committee recently appointed by the President 
ot the Board of Trade to enquire into Industrial Life 
Assurance have now arranged for the first public sit- 
tings for hearing evidence to be held throughout the 
week commencing Monday, 6th October. 

The scope of the enquiry will cover all policies issued 
by the companies and societies indicated upon which 
small sums up to and including £50 are payable at death 
er at the end of specified periods, and the Committee will 
welcome any information and suggestions from persons 
who are interested in such policies, or whose experience 
of the business is likely to assist them in their enquiry. 
All communications and applications to be allowed to 
give evidence should be addressed to the Secretary to 
the Committee, Board of Trade, 55, Whitehall, Lon- 
don, S.W.1. 





DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 


FOREIGN SAMPLES EXHIBITION IN 
BIRMINGHAM. 


An exhibition of foreign samples of German, Japanese 
and United States manufacture was held at the offices of 
the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce from Monday, 
ist September, to Friday, 5th September. The samples 
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which numbered over 800 items, were classified as fol- 
lows:—Cutlery, cabinet furniture and builders’ hard- 
ware, enamelware, electrical goods, cycle accessories and 
components, pen-nibs, and brushes. 

Invitations were issued: by the Chamber of Commerce 
to manufacturers interested in each of the above indus- 
tries, and during the five days of the exhibition 198 firms 
called to inspect the samples. The export markets in 
which the goods were sold were Spain, Java, India, 
China, Holland, and the home market. Officers from 
the Department of Overseas Trade were in attendance 
and interviewed every caller. Very keen interest was 
shown by the cycle and electrical trades in the samples, 
the low prices quoted for the goods being the subject ot 
frequent comment. The general opinion was that the 
quality of these goods was considerably below the stan- 
dard of British manufacture, this applying particularly 
to the cycle components, which were described by trade 
experts as being ‘‘shocking bad work.’’ Manufactures 
were quite prepared to admit, however, that there was 
an extensive market for “‘rubbish.”’ A range of United 
States brass cabinet fittings for the Chinese market was 
of great interest, the prices quoted being considerably 
above Birmingham manutacturers’ prices. The quality 
of the Japanese enamelled ware samples was ‘‘good,”’ 
and several firms were prepared to quote below 
Japanese prices. Japanese brushes also were considered 
of excellent make and finish, the prices being consicer- 
ably below United Kingdom manufacturing costs. 

At the request of the Wolverhampton Chamber of 
Commerce the samples were forwarded at the close ot 
the exhibition to the offices of the Chamber, where they 
will be exhibited from 15th to 19th September. 





CATALOGUES FOR BELGIUM. 

H.M. Vice-Consul at Charleroi states that he has re- 
ceived various complaints from important Belgian firms 
tothe effect that almost all the business correspondence 
they receive from the United Kingdom is insufficiently 
stamped. This applies also to catalogues, ete., one firm 
stating that they have had to pay surtax amounting to 
as much as three franes on a single parcel of printed 
matter. In order to avoid creating, however uninten- 
tionally, a bad impression among Belgian traders, it is 
important that United Kingdom manufacturers and mer- 
chants should make their business correspondence and 
literature compare well with that of trade rivals from 
other countries. 
CATALOGUES OF ENGINEERING GOODS FOR 

CEYLON. 

A communication which has recently been addressed 
to the Colombo Harbour Commission, by the Colombo 
Harbour Engineer, regarding the failure of United King- 
dom manufacturers to supply him with copies of their 
catalogues, in contrast to a number of Ameriéan firms 
from whom he has lately received copies of exceedingly 
well got-up publications _ 

While it is understood that all orders for supplies re- 
quired by the Colombo Harbour Commission are placed 
by the Crown Agents for the Colonies, the Department 
of Overseas Trade thinks it desirable that United King- 
dom firms interested in the supply of harbour materials 
required in Ceylon, should keep the actual users there- 
of provided with up-to-date descriptive matter relat- 
ng to their manufactures. It is therefore suggested 
that catalogues might be addressed by British engineer- 
ing firms direct to the Harbour Engineer, Colombo, 
Ceylon, thus enabling this official to keep in touch with 
the latest developments of the engineering trade in the 
United Kingdom. 








NUT AND WALNUT CROP OF TREBIZONDE. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Constantinople has 
cabled that there is a large crop of nuts and walnuts in 
the Trebizonde district to the value of £3,000,000, 
which is seeking a market. Pefore the war this crop 
was sold to Hamburg. Enquiries should be addressed 
to H.M. Commercial Secretary, c/o British High Com- 
nussioner, Constantinople. | 


— 
—————— 
—_—_--- 
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Special Articles. 





NEW ZEALAND COAL. 


REPORT ON “ NATIONALISATION,” 

On 10th September of last year the New Zealand 
Board of Trade were authorised by Warrant to inquire 
into and report upon the coal industry ot the Dominion. 
‘The terms of reference were very wide. The evidence 
was taken mainly in camera, and it has been decided 
not to print tt. The Report of the Board, which is 
dated 20th May, 1919, examines in considerable detail 
the history and working of the industry, and recom- 
mends a system of national control rather than the 
national purchase and direct State management of the 
coal mines. The Report is of special! interest Just now, 
since the problems investigated in New Zealand bear 
some resemblance to those which have occupied the 
attention of the Government and the public in Great 
Britain. The industry in New Zealand is not a large 
one. The output in the best year (1914) was only 
2 275,614 tons, and in 1918 is estimated at 2,034,250 
tons Imports and exports are small, and the total 
number ot persons employed in the maximum year 1914 
was no more than 4,734. But, though the scale is small, 
the New Zealand coal industry reproduces with some 
fidelity the features of declining total output and ad- 
vancing prices with which we are familiar here. There 
are, however, marked difterences. 

Ovutpectt Per May. 

Between 1900 and 1914 there was, on the whole, a 
steady increase in output, and in the course of the four- 
teen years production was doubled. The rate of output 
per man employed underground fluctuated, and averaged 
over the period some 640 tons per annum. With the 
war came & decline in the number of miners and in total 
output, but the production per head distinctly advanced. 
In 1914 it was 639 tons, in 1915 711 tons, in 1916 750 
tons, in 1917 715 tons, and in 1918 703 tons. The aver- 
age for the war period was 720 tons per Man per annum, 
against an average of 654 tons for the previous four 
years. The number of miners had decreased by 16 per 
cent. in 1918, but the output per head had increased 
by about 10 per cent. The miners are organised in 
unions, and there is a national federation of the unions 
of the whole Dominion. The efficiency of the coal 
worker in New Zealand is stated, in the opinion of com- 
petent authorities, to compare favourably with that of 
similar workers in other countries; a very large propor- 
tion of the management posts are filled by men who 
have risen from the ordinary grades of labour. Com- 
parisons of output per man between different coal fields 
and different countries must necessarily take into 
account the height and width of the seams, the hard- 
ness of the coal, the proportion of stone, the distances 
travelled underground, the amount of machinery, and 
so on. In New Zealand, where the industry is com- 
paratively new, the output per underground worker is 
higher than in most other countries. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 

After examining in close detail the conditions of the 
industry, the Board proceed in their Report to make 
recommendations for the national control of the mines. 
The coal-mining industry of New Zealand, they say, 
cannot be said to have exploited the public during the 
period of the war. Though the supplies of coal have 
not been as regular and uninterrupted as should have 
been the case with less industrial friction, neither the 
owners of the mines nor those actively engaged in the 
management and direction of thé industry, nor the 
workers in the mines, nor those engaged in distribution, 
have received remuneration that should be regarded as 
unduly high in existing conditions. It is an industry 
which experience shows to be one of very uncertain re- 
turn, of varying cost, and with labour conditions that 
do not appeal strongly to the ordinary worker. The 
markets are small and widely scattered, and there is 
considerable waste in production due to the great ammount 
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of small coal necessarily produced with the larger, tor 
which in normal times there is little or no demand at a 
profitable price. The experience of the past is not 
very encouraging for the future. The conditions directly 
and indirectly governing the industry are such that there 
is not much scope for effecting any considerable fall in 
the price of household coal relative to the price of other 
commodities in common demand. But unless certain 
improvements are made, particularly in the organisation 
of this industry, the relative price of coal will continue 
to rise, and probably rise rapidly. 

With certain exceptions the technique of coal-mining 
in New Zealand is considered by competent authorities 
to be, relative to the peculiar local conditions, as well 
planned and carried out as in any other coal-mining 
region. Among the chief disabilities under which the 
individual mines labour are the stoppages of work and 
disturbance of good feeling through industrial unrest, 
the waste of resources due to a lack of markets (in 
some cases a permanent lack) for part of their output, 
and the dithiculty of providing such a social environment 
as will permanently attract a good class of worker. These 
are only a few among many factors which, influencing 
the mines directly, have also a peculiar interest for the 
community as a whole, since it needs a steady supply 
of coal at a reasonable price and readily adaptable to 
changes in demand. 

A Form or “*NATIONALISATION. 

In view of this undoubtedly strong national interest in 
the coal supply the Board devoted considerable thought 
to the question of the desirability and practicability ot 

‘‘nationalising’’ the mines of New Zealand. ‘‘National- 
ising’’ may be interpreted in several senses. The 
Government of the Dominion might 
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(1) Buy the mines outright; and, having done so, might— 
(a) either work them itself, as it does the present State 
mines ; or 
(b) lease them to concessionaires under strict conditions ; 
or 
(2) It might institute some form of control of the privately- 
owned mines through a public Department charged with 
the enactment and administration of regulations binding 
the industry; or 
(3) It might obtain representation on the directorates of 
the chief mines by legislative right or py virtue of financial 
grants for developmental purposes. 


The Board, after carefully considering all relevant 
arguments, are of opinion that some form of nationalis- 
ation is urgently needed as an essential step towards 
removing shortcomings of long standing, effecting 
needed improvements of a positive kind, and avoiding 
evils that threaten to turn the industry out of the course 
ot healthy and sane development. 


No Direct State MANAGEMENT. 


But the Board are of opinion that this desired change 
should not take the form of State purchase and direct 
management of the mines. They believe that direct 
State ownership and management, though it might lead 
to some of the objects in view, would not foster the 
highest degree of enterprise, initiative, and resourceful 
management, nor the necessary single-minded regard 
for efficient service from all ranks, nor the accumulation 
out of the profits of the industry of the fund adequate 
to its future development without becoming a burden 
on the other industries of the Dominion. The most 
pressing need is to combine the undoubted advantages 
of centralised policy and management with those that 
may reasonably be expected to “result from representa- 
tion of labour and of consumers (through the State) on 
the controlling body. 

A Dominion Coat Boarp 


The Board therefore strongly urge the immediate 
institution of a Dominion Coal Board (for development 
and conservation). 

The Dominion Coal Board should consist of represen- 
tatives of 

(1) The existing coal-mining companies ; 

(2) The employees of these companies; and 

(3) The Crown. 
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It is suggested that the Board comprise five members 
at most—the companies to appoint two members, the 
coal-workers two, and the Crown one, who shall be 
president. If the Board took over the function of dis- 
tribution the employees engaged in that branch would 
exercise a voice in the selection of the representatives 
ot labour on the Board. The nominee of the Crown 
should be appointed for a definite term. The represent- 
atives of the coal companies should be elected oy the 
shareholders voting by a method similar to that pre- 
scribed for the election of the directors of a comp: Dy 
under the Companies Act. The representatives ot the 
coal-workers should be elected annually according to a 
system to be determined after consultation with the 
workers. In order to establish some continuity in policy 
the members of the Board should retire from office not 
as a whole, but one representative of each of the _ 
interests of capital and labour at a time; this would 1 
volve a two- ve ars term of ofhce tor each represe et e, 
but he should be eligible for re-election. 
FUNCTIONS OF THE Boarp 

The Dominion Coal Board should be in a position to 
achieve effectively the objects detailed below and similar 
alms. 


(1) The introduction of economies in the cost of producing 
the output of coal. 

(2) The conservation of the coal resources of the Dominion, 
with due regard to the most equitable distribution of the 
available supplies as between present and future needs; the 
systematic and easy development and expansion of the 
industry to satisfy the growing requirements of the com. 
munity. 

(23) The concentration of the industry at any given time 
in the most profitable fields. 

(4) The removal ot the causes of labour unrest. Subsidiary 
to this is the institution of proper housing for mine workers. 

(5) The inauguration of an efficient system of distribution. 

(6) The regulation ot coal prices in the interests of 
consumers. 


To these ends the Board should be empowered to take 
over the existing coal companies with their assets and 
liabilities at valuation, and to issue stock to the existing 
shareholders in exchange for the shares held by them at 
the average market) value of such shares for the period 
of the three years immediately preceding such exchange; 
such average market value to be calculated and deter- 
mined by a specially appointed Comimission. Existing 
company law should apply to the Dominion Coal Board, 
but it should be modified wherever required to permit 
the Board to exercise the functions necessary to achieve 
the objects in view. Stockholders should be guaran- 
teed a pure interest rate of 4 per cent. on their paid-up 
capital. From the balance left, after payment of this 
rate, working and maintenance expenses, and making 
provision for renewals and depreciation and reasonable 
development, there should be paid :— 

(1) A risk rate to stockholders, and 

(2) Bonuses to stockholders and employees in the 
proportions respectively of the amount of dividend eal- 
culated at the pure interest and risk rates combined and 
the total amount of the pay roll of the Board. 

The Board should also take over, administer, and de- 
velop the existing coal-mines of the State. 
should be subject to taxation and rating in common with 
all other industries. 

HowsIna. 

The Board strongly recommend that the Coal Board 
be empowered to impose a levy of 3d. per ton on all coal 
raised in the Dominion, to be supplemented by a duty 
of 3d. per ton on all imported coal, for the purpose of 
providing interest and sinking-fund charges for loans to 
build houses and provide suitable means of recreation 
for mine workers on recognised town-planning lines. 
Thev are satisfied that the value and probable duration 
of the industry warrant this step being taken on most 
of the fields, and that the fund so provided would prove 
sufficient for the purpose. 

The institution of an easy means of transporting 
miners from their homes to within reasonable distance 
from their working-faces is necessarily bound up with 
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the question of the location of any new mining settle- 
ments. 
Mine WoRKERS AND THE MANAGEMENT. 

A feature of the reorganisation recommended by the 
Board is the introduction of the mine workers to a voice 
in the determination of the business policy of the in- 
dustry and in the conduct of the management. They 
believe that this is the way which promises most for the 
alleviation of industrial strife and misunderstanding be- 
tween capital and labour or emplover and worker. That 
the present relationship cannot last and is destined to 
, rapid change is stated to be the opinion of everyone 
who studies the fundamental facts of the situation 
without bias. The best means, they report, of estab- 
lishing better industrial relations is that which should 
satisfy the natural demands of the workers to share in 
the conduct of the business in which they are engaged. 
It appears to them that the coal-mining industry is one 
in which such participation may be established. The 
formation of a Dominion Coal Poard would naturally 
be followed by the institution of works committees or 
joint pits committees as well as by Joint district com- 
mittees or councils. It would then be no more difficult 
than it is at present to fix responsibility for the safety 
of the mines upon a particular individual or group. 

DISTRIBUTION. 

In order to secure the general application of the ad- 
vantages that result trom large-scale distributing 
businesses, the abolition of overlapping in deliveries, 
the concentration of depots, and the ownership by the 
mine of the means of transport to the main distributing 
centres, the Board recommend that the Dominion Coal 
Board be empowered to undertake the business of dis- 
tributing coal, including its carriage by sea. This func- 
tion it might exercise wherever it seemed desirable in 
conjunction with municipalities and other local authori- 
ties, and wherever power to do this is not possessed by 
these bodies the necessary authority should be granted 
them by Parliament. The question of the installation 
of improved mechanical means of handling coal in 
transit from mines to depots should be decided by the 
Coal Board after consultation with engineers who have 
niade exhaustive inquiries into this subject. 

MAINTAINING COMPETITION. 

The Board of Trade, whilst recommending the insti- 
tution of a Deminion Coal Board and unity of adminis- 
tration into the coal industry, were alive to the necessity 
of preserving as far as possible the principle of competi- 
tion as a regulator of price. They would therefore view 
with disfavour any attempt to discourage the importa- 
tion of foreign coals or to discriminate against their use. 
The Coal Board, in their view, should cirect all their 
efforts to improving the efficiency of the industry at 
every point by keeping the capital, labour, and manage- 
ment at the highest degree of ettfciency. In particular 
the Board should encourage and assist scientific and 
experimental work designed to that end, and should 
take steps to apply to New Zealand wherever suitable 
the advances in mining methods that are made abroad. 
[t should be able to devise a system of healthy regulated 
competition among its mines. The temptation to raise 
prices against consumers, which besets all monopolies, 
complete or partial, especially where there is an under- 
standing between capital and labour, should be safe- 
guarded through the representation of the State upon 
the Board and by the periodical publication of the main 
facts of the industry in open reports to Parliament. 


THE Rate oF PROFIT. 


The mining companies are stated not to have increased 
their gains from the industry during the war period 
relatively to their costs. It is further noted that in 
Many cases certain charges were not sufficiently provided 
for in their costs. The average rate of total gains made 
by the companies—that. is, including undivided as well 
as divided profits—was 5:1 per cent. Out of this the 
industry had to provide interest to the shareholders, and 
a large part of the insurance, depreciation, and sinking- 
fund charges. The general conclusion of the Board is 
that the rate of profit made in the production of coal, 
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taking the industry as a whole, is unduly low. A large 
amount of capital invested in coal-mining in New 
Zealand in the past has been lost without making any 
returns to the owners. 

The general conclusion of the Board is that, except 
in the case of those dealers who are engaged in the retail 
trade on a large scale, the difference between the cost 
of coul to the dealers and the price received by them 
affords but a mere living to those engaged in it. The 
profits of the retail dealers cannot be assessed as 
exactly as those of the mining companies, because of 
the mix2d nature of the business conducted by them, 
but the evidence does not support the charge that they 
are unreasonably high. 


THE WOOL COUNCIL. 


STANDARD CLOTHING SCHEME. 

The ninth meeting of the Wool Cowacil was held in 
the Central Hall last week, with a fair attendance of 
members. Su Arthur Goldfinch, Director of Raw 
Materials, was in the chair. 

The Chairman said that the meeting announced for 
14th August had been caacelled by him: owing to the 
fact that while the Profiteering Bill was passing through 
Parliament no Government Department was in the 
position to deal with the Standard Clothing Scheme 
submitted by the Council. The time had now come for 
further action in the matter, and the meeting of the 
Council had therefore been convened at very short 
notice. 








Woot Position. 


The CaatrMan referred to the figures which had been cir- 
culated to the members, and mentioned that the imports of 
Australian and New Zealand wool up to 3lst August 
amounted in round numbers to 1,900,000 bales, against 
1,800,000 in the corresponding periods of the two preceding 
years taken together. Arrivals of all other classes of wool, 
except South American, had been fully up to normal. The 
quantity afloat from Australia and New Zealand was about 
1,800,000 bales, and it was estimated that about 1,400,000 
bales were in stock in those two Dominions. Taken in bulk, 
the available stocks of wool, and especially the quantity in 
this country, were more than ample, but it unfortunately 
continued to be the case that demand not only in England, 
but from all the markets, was concentrated in such an un- 
usual degree on fine crossbred combing wool and merino 
wools of all sorts, especially the finest, that it continued to 
be difficult to cope with the excessive requirements of these 
particular classes. It was sincerely to be hoped that this 
anomaly would soon be rectified, and that a substantial part 
of the demand would be diverted to medium and low cross- 
bred wool, which, regarded on any pre-war standard at 
present, was infinitely better value for the money. 


Export RESTRICTIONS. 


The Chairman referred to the further progress which had 
been made in the policy clearly defined trom the outset in 
the matter of export regulations. In the view of the 
Government, neither import ner export restrictions in this 
country could be maintained a moment longer than it was 
clearly evident that the exceptional position of a particular 
class of commodity demanded special treatment. Whenever 
this necessity ceased to exist, or became doubtful, the re- 
strictions had to disappear, and this was being consistently 
done in the case of wool and wool products. The Export 
Committee of the Council had reported in favour of licensing 
the export of tops up to 46’s, and the Department accepted 
this Report, and decided to recommend to the War Trade 
Department that licences should be freely granted for wool 
of 46’s quality and downwards in .the raw state, wool scoured 
in the country, cased wool, and matchings. The Export 
Committee had also recommended that the limit of 34 mil- 
lion Ib. per month of export yarn should be regarded as 
accumulative, so that the low exports of the early part of 
the year could now be made up by shipments on an increased 
scale. The Department had admitted Americans and 
neutrals in a limited degree to the August auctions, and 
from September onwards no restrictions in the matter of 
destinations would exist at the London auctions. The only 
remaining restriction on the export of wool referred to wool 
allocated to users at the schedule prices; such allocations 
were now virtually confined to merino wool and fine crossbred 
at prices very much lower than the market value, and the 
allotments were made on a guarantee that the wool should 
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be used by the applicant tor domestic manufacturing pur- 
poses. 
STANDARD CLOTHING SCHEME. 

sir A. Goldfinch reterred to the correspondence which 
had taken place with the Board ot Trade in connection with 
the resolutions passed by the Wool Council on 17th July. 
The Central Committee under the Profiteering Act having 
now been constituted, its Chairman (Mr. Charles McCurdy, 
M.P.) is ready to take into sympathetic consideration the 
views of the Wool Council as to the best means of correcting 
the evil of igh prices. Sir Arthur Goldfinch went on to 
say thai, in view ot Mr. McCurdvy’s attitude, he had called 
together a meeting oi the Standard Clothing Committee, 
which had been held on 4th September, and that Com- 
mittee had tramed a Report to be presented, if approvel 
by the Council, to the Central Committee under the Pro- 
fiieering Act, reaflirming the recommendations in regard to 
the adoption of a Standard Clothing Scheme, and especially 
recommending the scheme drawn up on 16th July. (Their 
scheme was published in the ‘‘Journal’’ of 24th July.) Be- 
tore the general discussion took place, Mr. Ben Turner took 
the opportunity of withdrawing certain suggestions which 
he had made in public to the effect that the worsted spinners 
had been mainly responsible tor holding up the Standard 
Clothing Scheme. He had satisfied himself that there was 
no foundation for the statement. 

THe Discussion. 

Mr. Dawson said he did not desire to oppose the report 
on Standard Clotiung submitted by the Committee, but he 
felt it his duty to say that the adoption of such a scheme. 
even 1f it did some little good, could not possibly go to the 
root of the causes of the present high prices, which, in his 
opinion, are mainly two. In the first place, the restriction 
of output of tops resuited in a bottle neck which curtailed 
the flow of supplies in ail the subsequent stages of the worsted 
industry, and while supplies were so much below demand 
high prices would inevitably continue. In the second place. 
not only in England, but in other great markets which he 
had recently visited, demand was running to such an extent 
upon worsted goods of merino and fine crossbred material, 
to the neglect Of all medium and lower varieties, that the 
tendency to increasing prices Was far too strong to be checked, 
except by a complete change of fashion, or by restraint on 
grounds ot economy. The Chairman replied that he entirely 
agreed with Mr. Dawson’s analysis of the situation so far 
as it went, and any Standard Clothing Scheme would fail 
to satisfy the public 1f they expected to get unlimited sup- 
plies at cheap prices ef goods which were now so scarce in 
relation to the enormously increased demands. All that 
could be attempted was to place within the reach of the 
consumer necessaries of good quality and in reasonable 
variety at prices so controlled as to constitute the very best 
possibie value for the money. Such consumers as insist 
upon getting the most fashionable and scarce types of goods 
must be allowed to continue to run up prices against them- 
selves by competing in the open market. As he understood 
it, the Profiteering Act was not intended to correct the high 
prices of luxuries, but to meet the reasonable demands ot 
people of small means, who wish to be sure of getting best 
value for their money. That something practical on those 
lines could be done had been demonstrated by the experience 
of 1918, and there was no reason why it should not be re- 
peated in 1919. For the rest, he thoroughly agreed with Mr. 
Dawson that the limited cutput of tops was demoralising 
the worsted market, and things would never become healthy 
and normal until that had been put right. 

Mr. Mackinder explained that he and kis colleagues 
thoroughly appreciated the bottle-neck argument, and were 
doing their very utmost to induce the operative wool combers 
to work overtime and increase output in every possible man- 
ner. The tact was that the output in previous years of 
2,000,000 lb. or mere had been obtained through a work- 
ing week of over 60 hours, and the reduction to 48 hours, 
therefore, naturally involved a considerable decrease. He 
appealed to the employers and to the public io recognise 
that the return to working weeks of over 60 hours was im- 
possible, and that there was a very natural resistance to 
the sacrifice of any part of the extra leisure which the 
operatives so much needed. Forty-eight hours a week was 
enough tor anyone in nermal times, but he intended to 
continue to persuade his tellow-workers that the times were 
not normal, and that they ought to work overtime in order 
to prevent the evil consequences which resulted from the 
short output of tops. Anyone who had influence with the 
employers ought to endeavour to persuade them that they 
should do their part by increasing the pecuniary inducement 
to adopt the very unpopular and disagreeable expedient 
of overtime. 

THe QUESTION oF CoMPULSION. 

A general discussion then took place on the whole ques- 

tion of Standard Clothing, and on the draft Report sub- 
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mitted by the Committee. Mr. Whitehead and Mr. Turner, 
on behait of those members who had voted on 17th July 
against the principle ot compulsion, desired it to be recorded 
that their views had not changed, and that they still 
thought ali that was necessary might be done by voluntary 
methods. Apart trom this, they were quite prepared to 
support the Committee’s report, and hoped the result weuld 
be that the Central Committee would induce the Board of 
Trade to make the necessary arrangements for providing 
a suppiv ot Standard Clothing at the earliest possible date, 
Topmakers, spinners, worsted, woollen, hosiery, and blanket 
manufacturers, and many other sections of the trade had 
already signified their willingness to co-operate. Several 
drafting amendments were moved and adopted, and the 
Labour Section wished to emphasise their opinion that 
voluntary schemes must of necessity prove inadequate and 
unsatistactory, and desired, therefore, to amend Clause 5, so 
as to suppress the suggestion that as an interim measure 
until Parliament passed the necessary legislation the Board 
ot Trade might promote provisional Standard Clothing 
Schemes on a voluntary basis. The Chairman warmly ap- 
pealed to the Labour members to withdraw their amend- 
ment. He pointed out that it was quite possible that in 
the case ot biankets and other distinctively winter goods the 
new Parliamentary powers would come too Jate to enable 
supplies under such powers to be forthcoming till the winter 
was nearly over. He suggested that blankets obtained by 
voluntary means before Christmas would be more acceptable 
than blankets manufactured under compulsory powers, which 
were not ready until March, and it was quite possible that 
the choice might lie between those two alternatives. The 
Labour members retired for halt an hour, and then agreed 
to accept the report as submitted, with a small drafting 
amendment which, in the opinion ot the Chairman, did not 
materially alter its purport. 

No division was taken, and the report was accepted on the 
understanding that the minority who dissented from the 
principle of compulsion still maintained their views. _ 

[t was agreed that a Committee of the Council, consisting 
of Mr. E. F. Hitchcock, Mr. Wilfred Turner, Mr. Hanson, 
Mr. Ben Turner, and Mr. Conley, should wait upon Mr. 
McCurdy, M.P., at Palace Chambers at 3 p.m. to present 
to him the report ot the Wool Council, and to give him 
any further explanations which he might consider necessary 
to justify the proposed recommendation to the Board ot 
Trade that a Standard Clothing Scheme should be immed- 
ately adopted as the best method of moderating and cor- 
recting the evil of Juigh prices. 


eee 


OVERSEAS TRADE AND COMMERCE. 


REPORT ON GOVERNMENT ORGANISATION. 

The Comrnittes, of which Lord Cave was Chairman, 
appointed to examine the question of Government 
machinery for dealing with trade and commerce, have 
issued its Report (Cmd. 319. 2d. net). The Committee 
were instructed to examine the question with special 
reference to the following suggestions :— 

1. That the Board ot Trade should absorb the Overseas 
Trade Department and the War Trade Intelli- 
gence Department, and should take over from the 
Ministry of Supply, and from Departments (such 
as the War Office) which have functions to hand 
over to the Ministry of Supply the control of raw 
materiais held on Government account. 

2. That some joint machinery, possibly of the nature 
of a Standing Inter-departmental Committee ol 
the Foreign Office and Board of Trade, should be 
established to control the Consular and Commer- 
cial Diplomatic Services. 

In their Report the Committee say that their terms 
of reference are very wide, but they understand that 
they are required primarily to consider the specific sug- 
cestions incorporated in them. They regret that the 
issue of their Report has been materially delayed owing 
to the absence of important witnesses in Paris. Witt 
regard to the proposal that the control of the raw ma- 
terials mentioned in the terms of reference should be 
transferred to the Board of Trade no difference of view 
has arisen; and, accordingly, the Committee have given 
their attention to the following questions, namely, (1) 
the machinery for commercial purposes in foreign coun- 
tries, and particularly the Consular Service and Com- 
mercial Attachés, and (2) the organisation at home, and 
particularly the relations between the Foreign Office, 
the Board of Trade, and the Department of Overseas 
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Trade. The text of the Report upon these subjects is 
as tollows :— 
ConTROL OF CONSULAR SERVICE. 

Dealing first with the Consular Service, it appears now to 
be agreed on all sides that this service should remain under 
the control of the Foreign Office. Consuls, although largely 
concerned with commercial questions, have other and most 
important duties to perform, and, indeed, are, as representa- 
tives of the British Government, the guardians of the in- 
terests of British subjects in places where no diplomatic 
Mission is stationed. Even in relation to matters which are 
purely commercial the influence and prestige of the Consular 
Officer is dependent to a great extent on his connection with 
the diplomatic Mission to which he is immediately respon- 
sible. 

Nor do we consider it practicable permanently to place 
the appointment and control of Consuls under one Depart- 
ment and the supervision of their work of collecting commer- 
cial intelligence and safeguarding commercial interests under 
another. 

The Consular Oitficers and Commercial Secretaries who gave 
evidence before the Committee were unanimous in their 
opinion that Consuls would be placed in an impossible posi- 
tion if they were to be appointed and controlled by the 
Foreign Office, while their commercial work (which, it is 
hoped, will in the future form the most important part of 
their duties) would be carried out tor another Department, 
and would pass through the Foreign Office, if at all, only 
asa channel of communication. They urge that the Depart- 
ment which appoints, pays, promotes, and controls the 
Consuls should be in a position to take a live interest in 
the work which they have to do, and able to appreciate it 
at its proper value. 

There would also be an obvious danger in establishing a 
system under which the diplomatic and commercial represen- 
tatives of this country abroad would be acting independently 
and sometimes in different directions. 

The evidence on this point is overwhelming, and the neces- 
sity of leaving to the Foreign Office the full control of the 
Consular Service is now universally admitted. ‘‘ The Con- 
sular Service,’’ said Sir Auckland Geddes (President of the 
Board of Trade), ‘‘ is essentially a Foreign Office concern, 
and has so many functions in addition to trade that it would 
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he quite wrong to put it under the Board of Trade.” 


IMPROVEMENT OF CONDITIONS OF CONSULAR SERVICE. 

At the same time. we are convinced that an enlargement 
of the Consular staff and an improvement in its training 
and status are urgently required. We understand that the 
War Cahinet has recently approved a scheme put forward 
by Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland, so far as it relates to the 
development of the Consular Service, including the creation 
of new posts, training, pay, and allowances, and we recom- 
mend that the parts of this scheme which have been so 
approved be brought into operation as early as possible. In 
this connection we venture to add that, while we appreciate 
the objection to sanctioning the payment to a particular 
class of Civil Servants of salaries free from income tax, we 
think that, in view of the rejection by the War Cabinet of 
this recommendation, the scale of pay will require revision. 

CoMMERCIAL DIPLOMATIC SERVICE. 

We also recommend the Cabinet to approve the recom- 
mendations contained in Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland’s scheme 
above referred to as to the number, pay, and recruiting of 
Commercial Counsellors and Secretaries, but we do not 
consider that the proposal contained in the scheme for the 
amalgamation of the Trade Commissioner Service with the 
Commercial Diplomatic Service should be adopted. 

We approve the proposals contained in the same report 
for periodical interchange between the staffs of the Depart- 
ment at home and the Consular and Commercial Diplomatic 
Services abroad. 


Boarp oF TraprE ATTACHES. 

We have considered a proposal made by the President oi 
the Board of Trade that permanent Board of Trade Attachés 
should he posted to British Embassies in foreign countries, 
on the analogy of the existing Naval and Military Attachés. 
We are unable to agree to this suggestion. We are of 
opinion that, as has been strongly represented to us by all 
the witnesses familiar with conditions in foreign capitals, 
it is essential that all British officials permanently stationed 
in foreign countries (other than those concerned entirely 
with purely naval and military matters) shall not only be 
attached to the staff of the British Ambassador, but shall 
also be-under Foreign Office control. We think that any 
other arrangement would only produce friction and misun- 
derstanding, and would hamper the work of such officials in 
their relations with the Government of the country in which 
they were stationed. Moreover, if Board of Trade Attachés 
were to be appointed to collect and classify the commercial 
intelligence obtained from Consuls, and to survey economic 
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conditions in the countries in which they were stationed, it 
would be but another instance of requiring Consular officers 
to report to the officials of a Department to which they were 
not responsible, and would also involve a duplication of the 
work which is already being done by the commercial coun- 
sellors and other members of the Commercial Diplomatic 
Service. 
TEMPORARY Missions. 

On the other hand, we see no objection to, and, indeed, 
every advantage in, the appointment, as occasion may arise, 
of temporary missions deputed by the Board of Trade for 
special purposes, such missions to be attached to and work 
under the British Ambassadors and Ministers abroad; and 
we understand that such an arrangement would be welcomed 
by the Foreign Office. The Foreign Office should be con- 
sulted as to the political expediency of any particular mission 
or visit and as to its personnel. Officers sent out in this 
way would throughout their visit keep in close touch with 
the Embassy or Legation, and would be amenable to the 
control of the Head of the Mission. It would be part of 
the recognised duty of the appropriate members of the 
Diplomatic or Consular staff to assist and promote the in- 
quiries of these special agents and officials; and they would 
in suitable cases be given temporary rank as members of 
the mission. 

In order to ensure the adequate development of this 
method, it is essential that the Board of Trade should have 
tree discretion within fixed financial limits with regard to 
sending its officers or other experts abroad without having 
to make out a case to the Treasury each time. A lump allow- 
ance should therefore be inscribed on the Board of Trade 
estimates for this purpose. 

SELECTION AND PROMOTION COMMITTEES. 


We recommend that the Board of Trade shall be repre- 
sented on the Selection Committee for candidates for the 
Consular and Commercial Diplomatic Services, and also on 
the Promotion Committee for both of these services. 


LABGUR ATTACHES. 


We have also considered the proposal that there should 
be attached to the British Missions in foreign countries per- 
manent Labour Attachés, responsible to the Minister ot 
Labour but working under the Ambassador or Minister. 

For the reasons given above we think it is undesirable 
that members of the permanent staff of a mission should be 
made responsible to a Department other than the Foreign 
Office, and it appears to us that such enquiries as the Minis- 
ter of Labour deems necessary should be made either through 
members of the Diplematic Staff or by means of special 
missions of the character above described. 

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, 


We think that full use should be made by the Diplomatic 
and Consular Service abroad of the opportunities for con- 
sultation with British traders which are given by tke forma- 
tion in many foreign countries of British Chambers of Com- 
merce. These Chambers are generally energetic and efficient 
bodies, and it is obviously of importance that the spirit of 
combination and collective effort which has sprung from the 
war should be maintained and utilised in the development of 
cur interests after the war. 

DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE. 


Passing now to the organisation at home, we proceed to 
consider the proposal that the Department of Overseas Trade 
should be absorbed by the Board of Trade. The duty of 
advising on the commercial policy of this country, whether 
at home or overseas, is clearly within the province of the 
Minister of Commerce; and there is at first sight much to 
attract in the proposition that such a Minister should have 
the sole and unfettered control of a department dealing with 
trade abroad. Trade, wherever carried on by British sub- 
jects, is trade; and no very definite line can be drawn 
between the home, colonial, and foreign transactions of a 
British house of business. 


VIEW oF BUSINESS MEN. 


But when the proposal under discussion was put before 
business men, it became clear that there is in the business 
community of this country a strong body of opinion adverse 
to such a proposal. 

Evidence was given on behalf of the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce and the Federation of British Industries to 
the effect that business men attach great importance to 
being able to interest directly in foreign commercial ques- 
tions that Department which has power to exercise diploma- 
tic pressure in a foreign country. It is stated that British 
manufacturers are badly in need of more diplomatic support 
abroad, that to divorce commercial from political work would 
be disastrous, and that traders must have direct access to the 
Foreign Office. They do not want to go to another Depart- 
ment. They feel that it is always difficult to induce a 
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Government Department, such as the Foreign Office, to take 
the same interest in business introduced by another Depart- 
ment, such as the Board of Trade. as it would take in 
business under its own control. They say that it frequently 
is only possible to obtain the desired diplomatic support by 
enlisting the assistance of the British Minister himself in a 
foreign country, and that this is more likely to be obtained 
if the Foreign Oflice has itself been closely following the 
course of the business in question than if it is asked by 
another Department to take action. 

It is urged that what is really required is that the 
Foreign Office should be ‘‘ commercialised,’’ and the control 
of our foreign commercial policy extended to that Office. 


RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE FOREIGN OFFICE. 


The arguments so put forward are pushed to their fullest 
limits by the Foreign Office, who claim, not only that they 
should control the Consular and Commercial Diplomatic Ser- 
vices and the collection and classification of economic and 
commercial intelligence, but also that they should be respon- 
sible for its issue to the public, and should be the depart- 
ment to which the public should look for information on 
foreign commercial matters. They accordingly suggest that 
the Department of Overseas Trade be transferred to and 
become a department of the Foreign Office. 

The Committee are unable to approve this suggestion. 
Apart altogether trom the position in which such an enlarge- 
ment of the powers of the Foreign Office would place the 
Loard of Trade, it appears to us that the Foreign Office is 
not properly organised for this purpose, and that in view of 
the many other matters which daily engage the attention of 
that office, and of the large influence which purely political 
considerations must have on its decisions, it is undesirable 
that it should become—as in fact it would become—a Minis- 
try of Foreign Commerce. 

The Foreign Office proposal would have the further incon- 
venience that, while the Board of Trade would supply io 
the public commercial information with regard to home trade 
and trade with the Dominions, the public would have to go 
for information on trade with forcign countries to a depart- 
ment entirely unconnected with the Board. The Committee 
are of opinion that this severance is unsound in principle, 
and cannot be recommended. : 

Reasons FoR RETAINING THE OverseAs TrapE DePrarRTMENT. 





On the other hand, there are strong reasons, apart from 
the view of business men to which we have referred, which 
tell against the proposal to abolish the Department of Over- 
seas Trade or to allow it to be merged in the Board of Trade. 
It is admitted on all hands (as above mentioned) that the 
Consular and Commercial Diplomatic Services must remain 
under the Foreign Office; and if the Department of Overseas 
Trade is to ‘* drop its Foreign Office functions’? and become 
wholly a department of the Board of Trade, the effect will 
be to revive evils which so recently as in 1917 led to ihe 
formation of that department. The link between the Board 
of Trade, on the one hand, and the Foreign Office and the 
Consular and Diplomatic Service on the other, which was 
then set up by agreement between the Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs and the President of the Board of Trade, 
and received the sanction of Parliament, would be at an end. 
The Board of Trade would lose touch with the British repre- 
sentatives abroad, and would be compelled to act in all 
instances through the Foreign Office. Delay would be caused 
and the old complaints would recur. 

Obviously there must be a point of contact, and of close 
contact, between the Board of Trade and the Foreign Office. 
We endeavoured to obtain an agreement between the per- 
manent officials of these two Departments whereby this con- 
tact should be secured without the interposition of the sub- 
sidiary Department of Overseas Trade, but without success. 

The arguments advanced in favour of retracing a step so 
recently taken are: (a) that the responsibility of the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade to two Government Departments is 
anomalous and inconvenient; and (/) that the Department 
has from time to time exceeded its powers as an organisa- 
tion tor obtaining and spreading commercial information 
and has trespassed on the sphere of pelicy. It does not 
appear to us that these objections bave great weight. There 
are, no doubt, inconveniences from a departmental point of 
_view in the double responsibility referred to; but the trade 
evidence founded on experience of the Department was to 
the effect that no practical inconvenience to the public had 
resulted. Again, it may be that the head of the Department 
has from time to time exercised his judgment on questions of 
policy; and, indeed, it would be difficult for a capable and 
energetic Minister wholly to avoid that course. even if it 
were desirable that he should do so. But we are satisfied 
that Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland has made it his rule to refer 
to the proper Department all questions which appeared to 
him to involve questions of poliev: and he has regularly 
attended the ‘‘morning meetings’’ held at the Board of 


_ SPECIAL ARTICLES—continued. 





Trade for the purpose of discussing questions relating to tho 
work of that Department. 

Apart from the above considerations, there is much to be 
said for retaining—at all events during the period of revival 
of trade—a Department which has no duties other than that 
of fostering British trade overseas. The Department has 
covered a field previously unoccupied, and (notwithstanding 
some drawbacks. to which attention will be called hereafter) 
has accomplished valuable work. Our evidence has shown 
us that it has displaved a very praiseworthy activity in 
the promotion and development ot British trade abroad. 
The trade evidence from this country is to the effect that 
it has ‘‘made a good beginning’’ and that traders have 
become accustomed to it and are giving it support, and Sir 
M. de Bunsen, speaking of his experiences in his recent 
mission to South America, informed us that he had fre- 
quently referred to the formation of a special Department 
for overseas trade and had found it a strong point with his 
hearers. 

CoNCLUSION. 

The only practical conclusion which emerges from these 
considerations is that the Department of Overseas Trade 
should continue as at present constituted, and should receive 
the full support of both the parent Departments, and we so 
recommend. Ft will, of course, be for the Board of Trade 
to formulate the commercial policy of the country, and it 
will be the duty of the Department of Overseas Trade to 
carry it out so far as it relates to Overseas Trade. 


HovUSING OF THE DEPARTMENT. 


At the same time it appears to us that the efficiency of 
the Department of Overseas Trade can be increased by 
certain changes, and of these we put first the question ot the 
housing of the Department. The office accommodation 
provided has until recently been of a most unsuitable 
character. The headquarters of the Department were in the 
city, at 73, Basinghall Street, other secticns were scattered 
in various other buildings in that neighbourhood, while the 
remainder of the staff was in Kingsway and in Sunderland 
House, Mayfair. The offices in the city were badly over- 
crowded. In such conditions it was impossible to ensure 
that close and continuous consultation between the officials 
of the Department, and between the Department and the 
Foreign Office and the Board of Trade, which is necessary 
in order that there shall be effective co-operation between 
these three Departments. The headquarters of the Depart- 
ment have within the last few weeks been transferred to 
Queen Anne’s Gate: but this change can only be regarded 
as a temporary improvement and does not fulfil the 
condition of physical contiguity which appears to us to be in 
this case essential. 

We are convinced that matters can never be placed upon 
a satisfactory footing until the Department of Overseas 
Trade is housed in close contact and indeed under the same 
root with the Foreign Office and the Board of Trade. We 
understand that the question of accommodation has already 
been pressed upon the Cabinet, and we desire to lay stress 
upon the fact that it is in our opinion the most important 
factor in:the whole of the problem which has been referred 
to us. 

The urgency of the matter is such that it should not be 
allowed to wait until the general question of accommodation 
for the staffs of Government offices is settled, but should 
be dealt with forthwith. 


TRANSFER OF CoNSULAP AND ComMMERCTAL DEPARTMENTS. 


In the next place we think it desirable that the Consular 
and Commercial Departments of the Foreign Office should 
he transferred to the Department of Overseas Trade. We 
are informed that it was the intention of the Foreign Office 
to make this transfer when the Department of Overseas 
Trade was set up, but owing to the fact that the offices of 
that Department were in the city, it has hitherto been held 
impossible to make the transter. 

If the transter is now made, no separate commercial 
branch need be set up in the Foreign Office, but enquiries 
and other matters relating to commercial questions can in 
most cases be dealt with in the appropriate geographical 
departments of that Office. 

We consider it desirable to urge that the Foreign Office 


shall take care that it is impressed upon His Majesty's 
Ministers and Consuls abroad that the Department ot! 
Overseas Trade is in fact a part of the Foraign Office and 
that they must look to it for instructions and guidance in 
commercial questions. We think it necessary to emphasise 
this for the reason that the Commercial Diplomatic witnesses 
who have appeared before us have complained that they do 
not know to whom to look for instructions and that the 
status of the Department of Overseas Trade is not 
appreciated or understood in several of the British 
Embassies in foreign capitals. 
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War TRADE INTELLIGENCE DEPARTMENT. 


We have considered the position of the War Trade 
intelligence Department. - It is evident that the War Trade 
Intelligence Department and the Department of Overseas 
Trade are both engaged in collecting information of a similar 
character, although for different purposes, and_ both 
distribute information to the public. it would probably be 
convenient that the greater part of the work at present 
being performed by the War Trade Intelligence Department 
should be transferred to the Department of Overseas Trade; 
but it is possible that some part of its activities may 
conveniently be transferred to the Economic Department 
of the Board of Trade. This is a matter for adjustment. 


STANDING COMMITTEE oR BOARD. 


Lastly, it appears to us that there is great need for closer 
co-operation and more constant consultation between the 
Departments concerned with Overseas Trade. The Head 
of the Overseas Trade Department has from time to time 
attended consultations, both at the Board of Trade and at 
the Foreign Office; but it has not been the practice of the 
three Departments to hold constant consultations on trade 
matters. We think that a Standing Committee or Board 
should be set up, consisting of the Heads of the Foreign 
Office and the Board of Trade respectively (or their 
deputies), and the Head of the Department of Overseas 
Trade, with power to call into consultation the officials of 
other Departments, such as the Colonial Office, and the 
India Office, whenever necessity arises. This body should 
meet at regular intervals, and all questions of policy relating 
to overseas trade should be brought before them. 

Certain minor points which have arisen in connection 
with our enquiry have been dealt with by direct communica- 
tion with the Departments concerned. 

We have limited ourselves in this report to a consideration 
of the functions of the different Departments concerned 
with foreign commerce, and we have not thought it our 
duty to consider other problems such as the question of the 
enlargement of the powers of the Board of Trade so as 
to convert it into a Ministry of Commerce and the relation- 
ship between that Board and the Ministry of Labour. 

We feel greatly indebted to Mr. Pembroke Wicks (of the 
offices of the War Cabinet), who has acted as our secretary 
and has given us the greatest assistance in our work. 

We append a summary of our recommendations : — 


SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS. 


ABROAD. 


i1.—That the Consular Service remain under the control 
of the Foreign Office (subject to Nos. 6 and 9, below). 

2.—That the proposals in the scheme for the reform and 
development of the Consular and Diplomatic Service, other 
than those which relate to the Trade Commissioner Service 
and Labour Attachés, be adopted. 

3.—That the Board of Trade be authorised from time to 
time, after consultation with the Foreign Office, to send 
temporary missions for special purposes to foreign countries, 
such missions to be under the control of the Embassy or 
Legation concerned, and that for this purpose a sum be 
included yearly in the Board of Trade estimates. 

4._That the Board of Trade be represented on the 
Selection and Promotion Committees for the Consular and 
Commercial Diplomatic Service. 

5.—That British representatives abroad be recommended 
to keep in touch with the British Chambers of Commerce 
formed in the countries to which they are accredited. 


At Home. 


6.—That the Department of Overseas Trade continue as 
at present under the joint control of the Foreign Office and 
the Board of Trade. 

7—That the Board of Trade remain responsible for 
general commercial policy, and that it be the duty of the 
Department of Overseas Trade to give effect to that policy 
overseas. 

8.—That suitable office accommodation be forthwith 
provided for the Department of Overseas Trade in close 
proximity with the offices of the Foreign Office and the 
Board of Trade, and, if possible, that the three Depart- 
ments be housed in the same building. 

9.—That the Consular and Commercial Departments of 
the Foreign Office be transferred to the Department of Over- 
seas Trade. 

10.—That the War Trade Intelligence Department be 
transferred to the Department of Overseas Trade except as 
to those branches which may be more conveniently trans- 
ferred to the Board of Trade. 

11.—That a Standing Committee or Board be formed for 
the discussion of matters relating to overseas trade, to con- 
sist of the heads of the Board of Trade, Foreign Office, and 
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Department of Overseas Trade, with power to call in 
representatives of other Departments, and that such Stand- 
ing Committee or Board meet at regular and frequent 
intervals. 

Mr. F. Dudley Docker, one of the members of the 
Committee, sigued a Minority Report in which he re- 
commended that the Foreign Office should absorb the 
staff of the Department of Overseas Trade, and be 
strengthened by the introduction of a commercial man 
of the highest calibre, who should be given a position 
only second to the Foreign Secretary. He also recom- 
mended that the decisions of the Foreign Office as to 
the lines upon which our foreign trade policy should be 
framed, should be referred to the Board of Trade, to 
assist that Department in formulating the general trade 
policy of this country. 

Appendixes to the Report describe the existing 
Government machinery for dealing with Trade and 
Commerce, and give a list of the witnesses heard by the 
Committee. 


——— 


Notes on Trade 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. } 


DYESTUFFS STANDARDS FOR CHINA. 

Practical dye men and Hongkong importers of dyes 
report that the chief factor in the future of the sale 
of dyes in China is the standardisation of colour shades. 
One of the chief elements of the success of German 
dyes in this field was that certain shades popular among 
the Chinese could be relied upon. The matter of colour 
is very important among the Chinese, aside from the 
comparative beauty. Many of the colours have special 
significance of a ceremonial sort as well as being re-| 
garded more or less lucky or unlucky, There are large 
interests in China, especially in Amoy, Swatow, 
Chuchow, and various South China coast cities, where 
imported shirtings and sheetings are dyed for sale to 
the Chinese. The basis of this entire business is the 
quality of colour in the cloths thus handled, which de- 
pends on the uniformity of colour and the quality 
of the dyes. 














BLACK SEA PORTS. 


A telegram has been received from the Rear-Admiral 
commanding in the Black Sea stating that trade is now 
open with all Russian Black Sea ports. 

In the case of Odessa, information has also been re- 
ceived from the Admiralty that Captain Kerr, R.N., will 
be stationed on shore at Odessa to carry out the duties 
of a British Consul-General temporarily until a Consular 
Officer is appointed to the port and arrives at Odessa. 





FOREIGNERS IN FRANCE. 


A Bill at present before the Chamber of Deputies lays 
down certain rules and regulations with regard to the 
domicile of foreigners in France, and provision is made 
by the Bill for ‘‘cartes d’identité,’’ declarations, ete. 
In accordance with the Bill foreigners can only exercise 
the following professions after having obtained the 
requisite authority from the Government :— 

Customs and transport agencies, commercial enquiry 
agencies, emigration and transit agencies for foreign 
workers in France, employment agencies, manufacture 
of war material and chemical products necessary for 
national defence, exploitation of mines, hotels and eafés. 

A further clause stipulates that in order to use the 
term “Société Frangaise’’ or any other similar or equiva- 
lent term, firms must be constituted in accordance with 
French law, have their headquarters in France, and the 
managing-director, the directors, managers and persons 
with power of attorney, and more than half the directors 
of the Company must be of French nationality. The 
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only companies or persons who can solicit concessions 
with regard to public works, mines and hydraulic works 
are persons or companies who are entitled to use the 
qualification ‘Francaise,’ as above mentioned, 





RESEARCH ASSOCIATIONS. 

The Glass Research Association, established in aceord- 
ance with the Government’s scheme for encouraging 
industrial research, has been licensed by the Board ot 
Trade as a company not trading for profit. The secre- 
tary is Mr. E. Meigh, 7, Seamore Place, W.1 

The Department of Scientific and Industrial Researc! 
have approved the Memorandum and Articles of the 
British Refractories Research Association, which are now 
under consideration by the Board of Trade. Mr. A. C. 
Kann, 14, Great George Street, Westminster, 5.W.1, 
will act as secretary of the Association. 





ROYAL MINT AT MELBOURNE. 

Some interesting details of the operations of the Vic- 
torian branch of the Royal Mint at Melbourne have 
recently been made available. The Mint was estab- 
lished in 1872, and, according to the latest returns, 
37,300,120 ounces of gold have been received, the coin- 
age value of which has been £146,628,219. Of the gold 
received 27,588,775 ounces were raised in Victoria, and 
the balance in New Zealand and Western Australia. 
The output has consisted of 134,813,500 sovereigns. 
1,893,559 half-sovereigns, and 2,606,206 ounces of gold 
bullion, the total value of coin and bullion being 
£146,632,904. The Melbourne Mint has been coining 
silver as well as gold since 1916, and up to the end of 
last year the number of silver pieces ccined was 
21 484,806, of a total value of £1,842,150. 





PROPOSED “MADE IN U.S.A.” TRADE MARK. 

The Merchants’ Association of New York has sent to 
members of Congress and other Federal officials a brief 
in opposition to the Bill which authorises the adoption, 
registration and protection of a national trade mark to 
distinguish merchandise produced in the United States. 
The memorandum claims that the Bill will not bring 
about the results which it aims to produce, and that its 
operation will injure instead of promote trade with 
foreign nations. 

Although the general use of a suitable legend showing 
the origin of merchandise, such as ‘‘Made in U.S.A.,”’ 
accompanied by a suitable emblem, is favoured by the 
Association, the memorandum dwells on the legal ob- 
stacles which will be encountered. The chief is practi- 
cal difficulty of determining and enforcing the standards 
to be followed in licensing or refusing to license houses 
to use the trade mark. Again, objections are raised to 
sranting of too much responsibility and authority to one 
man—the Secretary of Commerce—in enforcing the pro- 
visions of the Act. It is stated that the power which 
the Act would give to the Secretary of Commerce is 
dangerous, inasmuch as it would give him complete 
control over the business of persons engaged in foreign 
trade. He would also encounter difficulties in fixing 
and enforcing standards based upon the grades and ac- 
cepted traditions of manufacturers and trade associa- 
tions in the United States by the necessity of interpret- 
ing and considering at the same time the standards of 
a large number of foreign countries in each of which 
the standards and traditions vary. The attempt to 
establish and enforce standards, therefore, would be sure 
{o injure American sellers or offend fereign powers. 





PROGRESS OF BELGIAN RECONSTRUCTION. 

In accordance with the Armistice, Belgium will 
shortly receive 500 locomotives, just completed by the 
(ermans, and made on lines indicated by Belgian 
engineers. 

The Manufacturers and Wholesale Merchants Board 
of America, and the Chamber of Commerce of Cleve- 
land, has just published a report of the mission sent by 
the latter to study European post-war conditions. The 
report gives it as the opinion of the mission that Belgium 
should receive priority in regard to Amerizan aid, and, 
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in view of the desire shown by Belgian industries to have 
no commercial relations of any sort with Germany, ad- 
voeates a system of preference for Belgium in respect 
of machines, raw materials and food, as well as regards 
credit concessions. 

At the signing of the Armistice, the telephone ser. 
vice in Brussels was completely out of order, the vast 
majority of the lines being destroyed. Great progress 
has been made since that date towards the re-linking 
up of the lines, and by August last, more than half of 
the pre-war junctions were in working order. The de- 
mobilisation of a large number of telephone engineers 
will still further contribute to the re-establishment of 
the telephone system. 

M. Broqueville, Belgian Minister of the interior. has 
recently taken up the question of the distribution of 
drinking water to the devastated areas in Belgium. 
Ypres was supplied from a large pond at Dickebusch, 
which, owing to the bombardments, was filled in and 
rendered useless. The work of putting it in order again 
is nearly completed. ' 





PROPOSED CALENDAR YEAR STATISTICS 
FOR INDIA. 3 

A Committee of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
have notified the Director of Government Statistics 
that they are in favour of adopting the calendar year 
for certain statistics (including Trade), although in some 
cases it is mentioned that the matter is not one of press- 
ing importance as long as the figures continue to be 
available monthly. The associations affiliated to the 
Chamber interested in tea state that they prefer the 
existing arrangement, under which the figures are com- 
piled for the fiscal year, partly because the calendar 
year would cut their crop season in two, and partly 
because they fear that comparison with figures for »ast 
years might be difficult if the calendar year were 
adopted. So far as the latter objection is concerned, 
it seems to the Committee that the difficulty might be 
overcome if the figures for the past few years could 
also be shown, for the purpose of comparison, for the 
calendar year instead of for the fiscal year. On the 
whole question, and in consideration of the advantag:s 
which are to be gained by the adoption of the calendar 
year, the Committee favour this arrangement. 

In previous correspondence the Director enumerated 
the following advantages which are to be gained by 
the adoption of the calendar year:— 

(1) there will be uniformity with the practice of the 
United Kingdom and certain other parts of the 
British Empire (the Union of South Africa, the 
Straits Settlements, and Ceylon), and _ also 
probably with the United States of America. It 
is understool that the United States have now 
under consideration the alteration of the 
statistical year ending 30th June to the calendar 
year in order that (1) the American trade 
accounts may conform to the business year of 
practically all American industries, and (2) com- 
parison will be facilitated with the results of the 
majority of foreign countries ; 

(2) complete trade statistics for a twelvemonth will be 
available before the preparation of the Budget 
Estimates of the Government of India. 

The arguments against the calendar year are:— 

(1) there will be a break in the continuity of record—an 
inconvenience which would be, however, to some 
extent, only transitory ; 

(2) the calendar year divides the busy trade season into 
two parts, and it does not include the entire 
exports of the season’s crops in any one year. 
The trade year, therefore, conforms generally 
with the export season of the staple products. 

The financial year ending 31st March was adopted 
in the United Kingdom for the financial but not 
for the trade accounts (in which the calendar year is in 
vogue) from the year 1855. The fiscal year was adopted 
both in the trade and in the financial accounts of the 
Government of India from the year 1866-67. The year 
at present in use in Canada is the year ending 3lst 
March, and in Australia (since 1914) the year ending 
30th June. 
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Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 











FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST. 

The value of the imports into the United Kingdom in 
August (£148,832,000) was less by £4,308,000 than the value 
recorded in July, but was far in excess of any other monthly 
total except that for July. The total exports were valued at 
£90,084,000, an increase of £13,012,000 compared with the 
figures for July, the total for the exports of produce and 
manufactures of the United Kingdom (£74,733,000), as well 
as the total for foreign and colonial merchandise exported 
(£15,311,000) being the highest value recorded in any month. 
Compared with the values in the previous month, the in- 
creases were respectively £9,458,000 and £3,554,000. 

VALUE OF TRADE 

The following table gives, under the three principal 
classes of articles, the values for August and July, 1919, and 
for the eight months ended 3lst August, 1919 and 1913. The 
value of the principal classes of articles imported and ex- 
ported in August, 1919 and 1918, are given in the table 
under ‘‘Commercial Returns’’ at the end of this issue. 
Details of the quantities and values of the principal articles 
imported and exported, distinguishing the principal coun- 
tries concerned, are published for each month in the Accounts 
relating to trade and navigation of the United Kingdom. 
Phese Accounts may be purchased direct from H.M. Station- 
ery Office, or through any bookseller. 





Raw Ma- Articles Total, in- 
Food, terials and wholly or cluding mis- 
Drink, Articles mainly  cellaneous 
—~ and mainly manu- and un- 
Tobacco. unmanu- factured. classified. 
tactured. 
August, 1919— Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £Thousand £ 
Imports - 69,799 57,326 20.947 148,832 
Exports— et 
British - Sai 2,603 9,529 61,717 74,773 
Foreign & Colonial 295 8,189 8,876 16,811 
July, 1919— 
Imports 72,598 57,142 22,754 153,140 
Exports— 
British = - 2,519 11,802 50,239 65,315 
Foreign & Colonial 88h 5,770 9,147 11,757 
Eight Months ended 3ist 
August :— 
1919-— 
Imports 463,124 388,919 162,040 1,018,335 
Exports— 
British - da 18,307 69,120 380,305 474,844 
Foreign & Colonial 25,134 41.497 15,869 82,504 
Imports 185,869 179,128 129,483 496,448 
Exports— 
British me ion 19,690 45,703 276,897 348,331 
Fo reign & Colonial 1V,281 40 OS! 20,092 75,517 
IMPORTS. 


The imports in August of food, drink and tobacco show a 
decrease in value of £2,799,000 when compared with the 
value for July, the value of meat being less by £1,788,000 
and of dutiable food and drink by £3,654,000, while the 
imports of grain and flour account for an increase of 
£3,315,000. Among the articles subject to Customs duty, 
cofiee, cocoa, dried fruits, sugar, and tea show reduced 
importations. The total value of the imports of articles 
classed as raw materials and mainly unmanufactured was 
slightly higher in August than in the previous month, the 
increases of £2,376,000 in the value ot wood and timber, 
£2,186,000 in raw cotton, and £1,915,000 in oil seeds, nuts, 
oils, fais, ete. (including £1,542,000 due to increased impor- 
tations of flax-seed) being offset by a decrease of £6,206,000 
in the value of wool imported, accompanied by a correspond- 
ing decrease in the quantity received. The value of the 
imports of articles wholly or mainly manufactured was less 
in August by £1,807,000 compared with the figures for July, 
the most important decreases being £384,000 in the value of 
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chemicals, drugs, dyes, and colours, and £860,000 in the 
value of unspecified articles included in the miscellaneous 
group. 

Exports. 

The exports of coal show a Cecreased value of £2,915,000 
in August compared with the previous month, with a cor- 
responding decrease in quantity. The value of the exports 
of produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom classed 
as Wholly or mainly manufactured increased from £50,239,000 
in July to £61,717,000 in August, most of the groups of 
articles contributing to the increase of £11,478,000. The 
most important increases are:—Iron and steel and manutac- 
tures thereof, £662,000; other metals and manufactures 
thereof, £644,000; machinery, £434,000; cotton yarns and 
fabrics, £3,411,000; woollen yarns and fabrics, £2,088,000 ; 
apparel, £372,000; and chemicals, drugs, dyes, and colours, 
£473,000. 

The following important increases in August are shown 
in the values of the exports of foreign and colonial mer- 
chandise in comparison with the figures for July :—Coffee, 
£188,000; sugar, £202,000; lard, £328,000 ; wool, £1,620,000 ; 
rubber, £572,000, oil seeds, nuts, oils, etc., £609,000; and 
metals and manufactures thereof, other than iron and steel, 
£392,000. Decreased exportations of raw cotton accounted 
for a falling off of £549,000 in value, 


TRADE FoR E1eut Montus. 


A comparison of the values for the eight months ended 
31st August, 1919, with the corresponding particulars for 
1915 and 1913 shows increases of £146,974,000 and 
£521,8€6,000 respectively in the totals of the imports. Food, 
drink, and tobacco totalled to £73,371,000 more than in 
1918, and raw materials and articles mainly unmanufactured 
to £94,620,000 more, while the total for articles wholly or 
mainly manufactured was less by £20,770,000. The 
value of grain and flour imported during the eight months 
of 1919 was less by £13,328,000 than in the corresponding 
period of 1918, while imports of food and drink subject to 
Customs duty rose by £47,717,000, the principal increases in 
this group of dutiable articles being:—Cocoa, £6,731,000 ; 
coffee, £4,595,000 ; sugar, £10,074,000 ; and wine, £8,940,000. 
The value of tobacco imported shows an increase of 
£15,185,000. The following increases are recorded in the 
values of the imports of raw materials and articles mainly 
unmanufactured:—Wool, £49,524,000; wood and timber, 
£19,166,000; cotton, £8,951,000; hides and undressed skins, 
£7,165,000; and rubber, £8,017,000. Leather, dressed and 
undressed, accounts for an increase of £17,304,000, and 
chemicals, drugs, dyes, and colours show a decrease of 
£11,882,000. 

A comparison of the total value of the exports of produce 
and manufactures of the United Kingdom during the eight 
months of 1919 with the corresponding figures for 1918 and 
1913. show increases respectively of £140,845,000 and 
€126,513,000. Of the increase over the value in 1918, food, 
drink. and tobacco accounted for £10,448,000, raw materials 
and articles mainly unmanufactured for £28,632,000, and 
articles wholly or mainly manufactured for £198,523,900. 
The principal individual increases were :—Coal, coke, and 
manufactured fuel, £19,692,000; iron and steel and manu- 
factures thereof, £14,030,000; machinery, £7,386,000 ; cotton 
yarns and fabrics, £24,065,000 ; and woollen yarns and fabrics 
£29,082 ,000. 

The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise in the 
eight months of 1919 were valued at nearly four times the 
total of such merchandise exported in the corresponding 
period a year earlier, the increase amounting to £61,426 ,000. 
Compared with 1913, the figures for the current year are 
£6,986,000 greater. Many groups of articles show consider- 
able increases over the values for 1918, the most notable 
being:—-Meat, £9,460,000, other non-dutiable food and 
drink, except grain and flour, £5,337,000 dutiable food and 
drink, £5,530,000; raw cotton, £4,067 ,000 ; wool, £4,786,000 ; 
oil seeds, nuts, oils, ete., £5,048,000 ; hides and undressed 
skins, £4,274,000; and rubber, £3,228,009. 


THe WEIGHT OF IMPORTS. 


The estimated aggregate weight of the goods imported into 
the United Kingdom in August, 1919, was 3,960,000 tons, 
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being 266,000 tons greater than in July, 1919, and 820,000 
tons less than in August, 1913. For the eight months ended 
August, 1919, the aggregate weight of imports was 24,130,000 
tons, an increase of 695,000 tons, or less than 3 per cent. 
compared with the corresponding period of 1918, and a de- 
crease of 11,429,000 tons, or 32 per cent. compared with the 
first eight months of 191». 


EstTIMATED WEIGHT OF IMPORTS. 


Aug., Aug., Jan. to Jan. to 
1913. 1919. 


Th. Tons. Th. Tons. Th. Tons. Th. Tons. 














Food, Drink and To- 











bacco ‘ és 1,497 1,283 11.815 8,378 
Raw Materials and 
Articles mainly un- 
manufactured a 2.740 2.389 19.146 13,515 
Articles wholly = or 
mainly manufac- 
factured .. 7 539 (284 4,565 2,221 
Miscellaneous and Un- 
classified .. re 4 4 30 18 
Total - - 4.780 3,960 39,009 24,130 
Net Tonnage of Ship- 
ping entered with 
- 4,246 Zoids 31,808 18,161 


Cargoes - 


It will be noted that about half the decrease in weight 
of imports for the period January to August is shown in the 
class of Raw Materials and Articles Mainly Unmanufactured. 
Within this group, the principal decreases are found under 
the heads of Wood and Timber and Metallic Ores. The 


‘former shows a decrease from about 7,000,000 tons in Janu- 


ary-August, 1913, to about 3,700,000 tons in the correspond- 
ing months of the current year, while the imports of metallic 
ores (including iron ore) have decreased from nearly 6,560,000 
tons to about 4,500,000 tons. Of the decrease in the weight 
of food and drink imports, the greater part is accounted tor 
by a reduction in grain and flour imports in the eight months 
from about 7,250,000 tons in 1913 to about 4,250,000 tons 


this year. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





WEEKLY CABLE. 
The Indian Trade Commissioner in London has received 
the following cable, dated 3rd September, from the Director- 
General of Commercial Intelligence, Calcutta : — 


SEASON. 

Rain nearly general throughout except in North-West 
Frontier, where fall was local. Moire required Assam and 
parts Bengal. | 

Crops. 

All India first forecast acreage Sugar Cane, 2,686,000; 
Sesamum, 1,520,000. 

MarKETS. 

Bombay Cotton Market strong. Fully Good Broach April- 
May quoted Rs. 564. Piece-goods market no improvement. 
Jute market steady. Hessians steady, advanced prices. Sack- 
ings firmer, but little doing. 


RAILWAYS. 


Bagmara Siju Jhankeray Railway Surveys by Assam 
Bengal Railways, 21 miles sanctioned. 


REVIEW OF SEASON. 


Crops are excellent in Punjab, Berar and North Bombay, 
and good or satisfactory elsewhere except in small portions 
of Bombay Deccan. Prices still rising in Bengal and Assam 
owing to depletion of stocks, but elsewhere steady or fall- 
ing slightly. Demand for Burma rice is keen in Bengal 
and Madras, but slack in Bombay. Fodder situation much 
easier and condition of cattle improved. No marked change 
in eccnomic situation, but area of distress caused by famine 
and scarcity is gradually narrowing. 

At the third sale of rupee credits to be made by the 
New York Office ofthe Bank of Montreal on behalf of the 
Secretary of State for India, the amount offered will be 40 
Lakhs. The minimum price will be 41 cents. per rupee. 





Aug., 1913. Aug., 1919. 
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AUSTRALIA. 
RIVER MURRAY DEVELOPMENTS. 


The River Murray will undoubtedly be one of the greatest 
tactors in the development and prosperity of South Australia 
and the Commonwealth; and the State and Federal Govern- 
ments are sparing no efforts to put to its full use this great 
waterway. 

The State Irrigation and Reclamation Department has 
already done considerable work, and has further comprehen- 
sive schemes in hand. The Federal Minister for Home and 
Territories states that, according to the original estimate. 
the locks to be constructed are nine in South Australia. 
Sites have been approved for the immediate construction in 
South Australia of four locks, the numbers of which are 1. 
2, 3, and 9; one at Blanchetown, and the other three between 
Morgan and Wentworth. No. 2 is a navigation lock above 
Morgan. The two others are designed for impounding and 
diverting the water to Lake Victoria and Lake Bonney, and 
will be used for navigation purposes. Lake Victoria is a 
natural reservoir, with a depth ina good year of about 13 ft., 
and in an abnormal year of about 17 ft. After the construc- 
tion of incidental work its depth will be 21 ft., with an area 
at top-water level of 25,000 acres, and a capacity of 125,000 
million gallons. 

Calls for tenders tor the construction of two locks and weirs 
for No. 3 and No. 9 mentioned above, are being 
published in the ‘‘ Journal.’’ (See ‘‘ Openings for Trade” 
Section of this week’s and last week’s issues). The Murray 
Waters Commission has inaugurated a progressive policy, 
and no time is now to be lost in pushing on with the project 
for the development oi the river. These undertakings will 
entail a big expenditure, and provide employment for a 
large number of men. The cost of the Murray locking 
scheme is to be borne by the Commonwealth and the riparian 
States of New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia. 








NEWFOUNDLAND. 
THE 1919 SEALING SEASON. 


The Newfoundland sealing fleet consisted in March of ten 
steamers, nine sailing from St. John’s, and one, which 
operated in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, sailed from Channel, 
states the Canadian Trade Commissioner at St. John’s. The 
total number of seals obtained was 81,293, as compared with 
151,431 in 1918, as follows : — 





1919. 1918. 

EID vcnickindisrecscevaces 63,654 111,621 
EE nxnntnlishitnidiiuwnsieantides 937 1,106 
TEE 6,294 2,426 
SIL .Gictesinapeinekdiennine: te 6,065 20,614 
PIED... = veucgnanignwenmecsicvanbes 4,343 15,664 
Tota] ..... neki 81,293 151,431 


VALUE. 
Only pelts and fat are of value. and the prices paid last 


spring were less than paid in 1918, as shown by the follow- 
ing comparative figures : — 


1919. 1918. 
Dols. Dols. 
Young seals, per cwt. ............ 8-00 12-00 
LTE ROOT oO LES oa 6:50 9-40 
NF RE RE Naeem 6-00 9-00 


The voyage lasts from two to three weeks from the date 
of sailing, which is usually the 12th of March. 


SPECIES OF SEAL. 


The largest seals found in Newfoundland waters are those 
known as ‘‘square flippers,’ or square-toed fiippers, and 
differ from all other species of seal taken on the Newfound- 
land coast. A male of this species, it is said, will weigh 
from 7 to 10 ewt., and when full in flesh 13 to 15 ewt., and 
will measure in length, from head to tail, 11 to 12 feet. 
They do not congregate with other seals, and the number 
taken is very small. 

The next largest seal is the hood, and is protected by a 
hood of skin which it inflates when attacked, which no stroke 
of gaff or hook can penetrate, and it is usually killed by a 
stroke on the throat or side of the head. The skin and fat 
of the male weighs from 3} to 4 ewt.. and when in full flesh 
trom 800 to 900 pounds. The length from tip to tail is from 
6 to § feet. 

The harp seal is the next in size to the hood. They whelp 
from the 5th to the 10th of March, while the whelping time 
of the ‘‘square flipper’’ is from the 10th to the 15th March. 
Harp seals when whelped are called ‘‘white-coats’’—their 
fur, or hair, being of a whitish-cream colour until, about 
sixteen days old, they begin to shed their hair. Their skin 
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is then of less value. When twelve months old they are 
called ‘‘bedlamers.’’ 

The industry is not prosecuted on the Labrador coast by 
Newfoundland sealers. 





BURMA. 
EXPORTS OF TEAKWOOD AND GROUNDNUT. 


The report on the Maritime Trade of Burma for the 
vear 1918-19, states that the exports of teakwood from 
fangoon to foreign countries during 1918-19 were double 
that of 1917-18. 





TEAK WOOD. 

The United Kingdom increased her demand by 12,4138 
cubic tons to 17,331 tons, and Ceylon by 5,011 cubic tons to 
6.077 cubic tons. Only 323 cubic tons went to 
the United States of America as against 4,898 cubic 
tons. The arrivals of teak from Siam amounted to 16,795 
cubic tons valued at Rs. 12:08 lakhs as compared with 7,153 
eubic tons worth Rs. 4°71 lakhs. 

All restrictions on the importation of hard woods into the 
United Kingdom were removed on the 3lst March and it 
is probable that the demand for teak from Europe will be 
brisk in the near future. Shipments to India declined by 
15 per cent. both in quantity and value, due to insufficiency 
of freight space, famine conditions and the general uncer- 
tainty as to the course of trade immediately after the war. 
There were no exports from Moulmein to toreign destin- 
ations, and shipments to India also showed a further fall. 

The combined exports of other timber from the Province 
to foreign countries and India amounted to 4,331 cubic 
tons worth Rs. 3:45 lakhs, as against 11,672 cubic tons 
valued at Rs, 8-48 lakhs, showing a decrease of 63 per cent. 
in quantity and 59 per cent. in value. 

GROUNDNUT. 


The total area under groundnut in the Province for the 
year 1918-19 was estimated at about 244,000 acres, or 1 
per cent. below the previous year’s acreage and the total 
estimated yield was 1,963,340 cwts. as against an actual 
outiurn of 2,080,980 cwts. in 1917-18. Only 5,222 ewts. 
worth Rs. ‘61 lakh were exported to the Straits Settlements 
as compared with 12,755 cwts. valued at Rs. 1:03 lakhs. 
No shipments went to Hongkong during the year under re- 
port as against 7,732 cwts. valued at Rs. -64 lakh in the 
previous year. Exports of groundnut oil fell by 232,096 
gallons and Rs. 4°21 lakhs to 58,452 gallons worth Rs, 1-25 
lakhs, owing to practically no shipments having been made 
to the United Kingdom. Imports of the oil from India 
(all from Madras) showed a fall in quantity by 7,598 
gallons to 873,370 gallons, but a rise in value by Rs. 2°10 
lakhs to Rs. 17°86 lakhs, Kxports of the by-product 
‘groundnut oil cake ’’ advanced by 87,226 cwts. and Rs. 
3°27 lakhs to 122,035 cwts. valued at Rs. 4:17 lakhs. The 
United Kingdom took all. 


New CompPaNIEs. 


According to the report on the working of the Indian 
Companies Act (VII of 1913) in Burma for the year 1918-19, 
fifteen new Joint Stock Companies, limited by shares, were 
registered during the year with a total authorised capital 
of Rs. 1,45,40,000. The heavy increase of capital over the 
previous year’s figures is due to two enemy properties being 
taken over by British companies with a capital of Rs. 45 
a each, and two others with a capital of Rs. 15 lakhs 
each. 

Nineteen companies increased their capital during the 
year; of these, two companies increased their authorised 
capital, three their paid-up capital, and sixteen both their 
authorised and paid-up capital. The total increase was 
approximately Rs. 96,80,000. One company reduced its 
paid-up capital during the year. Two companies with an 
aggregate authorised capital of Rs. 11,50,000, subscribed 
and paid-up capital of Rs. 10,54,920, wound up their busi- 
ness during the year. Three companies, established out- 
side British India, filed their papers under section 277 of 
the Act during the year, and four enemy companies were 
removed from the registers, thus bringing the total num- 
ber of companies registered under this head to one hundred 
and thirty-seven. _ 





EGYPT. 


FOREIGN TRADE IN APRIL. 


The foreign trade of Egypt fell off in April in the value 
of goods, both imported and exported, as compared with 
April, 1918. The figures are :— 
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Imports. Exports. 

LE. £E. 
Ba, TD vss iniceetines 4,957 151 5,060,653 
OTE BOOP” a senveciecasess 1.959.796 1,617,164 
Diminution in 1919 ..... 997 355 3,443,489 








The total imports and exports for the first four months 
of this year also show a diminution as compared with the 
first four months of 1919:— 


Imports. Exports. 
Ist four months 1918... 16,572,929 18,153,416 


Ist four months 1919... 12,340,611 17,451,020 








4.232 318 702,396 








The volume of goods imported from Great Britain shows 
a very marked falling off in April this year, the figures 
being for— : 


£E. 
NRRL AIT A TE 2,500,554 
I osc conicetivniacancnninciiamnnih 661,190 


1 839,364 





The goods exported to Great Britain show a decrease 
of about 50 per cent., being for— 


£E. 
Re BE airs cncexecnsnatienstisendienievaasnennne 9,047 ,226 
Py DUO a saxssisndetergceseibeisiicnssienesieens 4,782,822 
4,264,404 





Imports and exports to other parts of the British Empire 
also show a general falling off: 











Imports. Exports. 
LE. £E. 
Rs TP idenencacncans 959,739 64,902 
Re, BORD | «.ssesicisineses 335,232 33,202 
624,507 31,700 








The item which accounts for the falling off in :mports are 
principally :—- 


Diminution. 
I i pissin ctntciinvrenndiiianin 2,185,717 
I I sicisiniiciniesensnnscasisameisinein 311,674 
Animals and food products ...............+5. 38,307 
Colonial produce and grocery .............+. 64,336 
Spirits, beverages and oils ...........-....-5 &8 840 
Paper and printed matter ...............05- 62.617 





EUROPE. 


SWITZERLAND. 
INCREASED CUSTOMS RECEIPTS. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 








BERNE. 

The Federal Customs receipts in July totalled 6,483 
million francs, as against 3,910 millions in July, 1918. 

For the first seven months of 1919 these receipts amounted 
to 34,183 millions, as against 25,283 millions for the cor- 
responding period of 1918. The increase for July represents 
therefore far more than the double of the average increase 
(1,221 millions) for the first six months of this vear. 


FAR’ EAST. 


CHINA. 
STATISTICS OF ELECTRICAL UNDERTAKINGS. 


The total number of electrical undertakings in China at 
present, according to the ‘‘Jiji Shimpo,”’ is 168, and of these 
the number under ‘‘foreign’’ management is 49. 

Foreigners, states this authority, are under a disadvantage 
of being unable to do business in China generally under 
their own names, and money is therefore invested by them 
in the shape of loans to Chinese Corporations. Through 
the South Manchurian Railway, Japan has_ invested 
203,500,000 yen, and through other concerns 1,555,000 yen. 
British subjects have invested 21,000,000 yen in their own 
names, and 22,009,000 yen through Chinese concerns. 


CANTON. 


Canton Provinee shows the largest number. of electrical 
concerns, the number of undertakings being 23. One of 

















338 THE BOARD OF 





IMPERIAL AND FORHIGN TRADE—continued. 





these is the British Tramway Company. The remainder are 
power and light companies, of which 18 are Chinese, 3 are 
British, and 1 Portuguese. The total amount of electricity 
supplied for power and light is 10,345 kilowatts, and 800 for 
the tramway. The total number of lamps is given at 
3,000,000. ‘ies 

The principal sources of power are gas and oil, steam 
power being only used by two concerns. No water power is 
used. 

The general capacity of companies is small, as only four 
concerns generate over 1,000 kilowatts or more. 

KIANGSU. 

The number of electrical concerns in Kiangsu is 22; of these 
19 are power and light companies, two tramway companies, 
and one, a French company, having a capital of 8,000,000 
francs, and operating in the French Concession, Shanghai. 
The majority of these companies are Chinese, two only being 
British. 

The power developed in this province is considerably in 
excess of that in Canton, though the number of concerns is 
smaller, figures being as follows :— 

Kilowatts. 


Power generated by power and light concerns ... 24,158 
Power generated by tramway companies ............ 1,450) 
Amount produced by the French combined concern — 1,500 
I cen cucvenibnncessinvedudarniorsncndei 900 000 


Steam power is universally used. 

The Shanghai Electric Tramway Company is under British 
management, and its capital is £388,000. 

SHENGKING. 

It is in Shengking that the Japanese are chiefly 
interested. There are thirteen electric concerns under 
Japanese management, as against two or three managed by 
Chinese. Of the thirteen concerns, some are nominally joint 
Sino-Japanese undertakings. The total quantity of elec- 
tricity generated by these Japanese or Sino-Japanese cvon- 
cerns is 20,000 kilowatts. This is almost entirely consumed 
by Japanese business undertakings in the provinces. 

The only tramway of any consequence is one of 25 miles 
in length, operated by the South Manchurian Railway Com- 
pany with 60 cars. The total number of lamps is 180,000, and 
the total capital invested 213,800,000 yen, of which the South 
Manchurian Railway Company accounts for about 
200,000,000 yen. ' 

The largest establishment is the No. 1 Power House of the 
South Manchurian Railway Company, which generates (by 
steam power) 4,500 kilowatts, and lights 65,000 lamps in 
Dairen and neighbourhood. The second biggest concern is 
the No. 2 Power House of this company at Antung, which 
generates 366 kilowatts by gas power and lights 16,000 lamps. 
There is a third power house owned by the same company at 
Mukden, and the Manchurian Electric Light Company, with 
a capital of 150,000 yen, operates in Kai-yuen and that 
neighbourhood, but these are not large concerns. 

The largest Sino-Japanese concern is the Yingkow Hydro- 
Electric Company ; capital, 2,000,000 yen. It generates S50 
kilowatts by steam power, which supplies 15,000 lamps. 

The Kwantung Government operates another power house 
in Port Arthur, which lights 11,000 lamps. There are few 
other electrical concerns in this Province. 


SHANTUNG. 


Developments in Shantung are backward. There are no 
tramways, and only four concerns under Chinese manage- 
ment. Foreign enterprise is limited to establishment under 
the management of the Japanese authorities. 

The total electricity generated in the Province is 5,000 
kilowatts. 

The chief establishment is the Tsingtau Power House, 
supplying 2,500 kilowatts by steam power for 30,000 lamps. 
There are electric light companies in Tsinan, Chifu., and 
Tsining, with 6,000 to 9,000 lamps each. 

The article concludes by stating that with the exception of 
the above-mentioned provinces of Shantung, Kiangsu, 
Canton, and Shanghai, Japanese capital is invested only in 
Chilili, Hupeh, and Kirin, with a total amount of only some 
670,006 yen. 

Thus the electrical business in China is only awaiting 
foreign capital for development. 


ee 





JAPAN, 
AFFORESTATION SCHEME. 


The latest measure for afforestation in Japan introduced 
by the Departmeni of Agriculture and Commerce, Tokio. is 
the grant of subsidies as follows : — 

(1) For the cultivation of saplings.—700 cho, or about 
1,700 acres, in different parts of the country have been 
assigned for this purpose, and a subsidy will be granted on 
a basis of a quarter of the expenses incurred. The Depart- 
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ment considers that this will involve an average expenditure 
of ven 132-50 per cho. 

(2) Subsidies for bamboo forests.—300 cho of existing 
bamboo plantations in need of improvement are to be sub- 
sidised at yen 25 per cho, and 150 cho is to be allowed for 
new bamboo forests which are to receive a subsidy of yen 5) 
per cho. These subsidies representing. as in the case of No. 
| above, one quarter of the estimated expenses of afforesta- 
tion. 

(3) Subsidies to Forestry Societies.—The Department is to 
allow a subsidy of yen 1,000 to Forestry Societies in 32 
different prefectures, and of ven 2,500 to the Japan Forestry 
Society. 

[1 cho = 2°4507 acres.] 


JAPAN (Formosa). 
OUTPUT OF SUGAR. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 
According to official information received from the 
Governor-General, the output of sugar in Formosa in the 
vears 1917-1918 and 1918-1919 was as follows : — 














1917-18. 1918-19. 
(Estimate) 
Kin. Kin. 
ete SURE . .......... 43,461,246 49 ,285 300 
Centrifugals .......... 454,345,891 402,634,700 
dit ccahivinnd 75,730,892 53,596,100 
BE nvivivaciadt 573,538,029 505,516,100 








‘As regards the season 1919-1920, it is as vet too early for 
any accurate forecast, but it is roughly estimated that the 
production should be about 50.000,000 kin of Browns and 
over 400,000,000 kin Centrifugals. The area under sugar for 
this season should be between 200,000 and 220,000 acres. 
The vield is estimated at about 20,500 kin of cane per acre, 
producing 10 per cent. sugar. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORTANCE OF THE AGRICULTURAL 
INDUSTRY. 


A review of the importance of the agricultural industry 
to the export trade of the United States of America, 
made hy the Chief of the Bureau of Markets, states that in 
a normal pre-war year agricultural products represented 13 
per cent. of all exports. The average annual value of all 
exports of non-agricultural and agricultural domestic mer- 
chandise for the fiscal years lst July, 1911, to 30th June, 
1914, was 2,236,000,000 dols. Of this total non-agricultural 
products represented a value of 1,156,000,000 dols., or 52 per 
cent. Agriculture’s part in the total given above amounted 
to 1,080,600,000, or 48 per cent. 

In other words, under pre-war normal conditions practically 
half of the export trade of the United States dealt with farm 
products in the raw and manufactured state. 

It is of interest to analyse briefly how this average annual 
total was made up :— 





Dols. 
RN i ciate wee diniaied 557 000.000 
Packing house products ...... 160,000,000 
Grain and grain products ...... 156,000,000 
Tobacco, unmanufactured ..... 46.000 000 
SER aa eran eee eeee ne er 30,000,000 
Oil cake and meal ............. 25,000,000 
ST ED 12,000,000) 
Miscellaneous products ......... 52,000,000 





1,030,000,000 





IMPORTS. 


As vet the United States continues to be normally an 
exporting rather than an importing country. Nevertheless, 
the import business is of very great extent, and 1s growing 
constantly, The total average annual value for the same 
period as given above (1911 to 1914) was 1,722,000,000 dols.. 
of which imports of non-agricultural merchandise constituted 
921,000,000 dols., or 53 per cent. 

The value of agricultural imports in the period under 
discussion was 801,000,000 dols., or 47 per cent. of the total 
imports. | 

The greater part of these imports are chiefly or wholly of 
a non-competitive character. This is best evidenced by a very 
brief recital of the value of the chief kinds of products 1m- 
ported during the four-vear period under discussion : — 
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IMPERBAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





Dols. 

OY“ citutny -valintictcenienbenubicke sukiinennnanceh 110,000,000 
. ere sinbbasdellncadtteaiichahsinaaladbiidibiied nities 104,000,000 
i scien uitainthnilasaweuniil 103,000,000 
ale acne acipinedvacanveniiininenecioleas 83,000 ,000 
I IID: intinciavtideiesscsacssscnnoscceon 64,000,000 
GD schandstennineneesvadin hii antes aniline 36,000,000 
Tobacco (unmanufactured) ............... 33,000,000 
Fruits (largely tropical, hence non- 

EL. esbisninssnnecenupenennrnieds 30,000,000 
Vegetable oils (olive, coconut, etc.) .... 29,000,000 
DIED ::t:thitidincniddibenimeciaemenmeientenievetin 23,000,000 
Cocos ONG ChOCOIRLE ..........ccccccccccsess. 18,000,000 
TE vichidiintadmindtenbsiiinetarteiieaceumesiohinns 17,000,000 
BD scisiktsdissetenanmareinesanes 16,000,000 
Grain and grain products .................. 14,000,000 
I 6 csicdsncntrnnsisaccrevemanncensesers 14,000,000 


I 12,000,000 


Dairy products (chiefly foreign types of 





ED.  nidistsheiodethaninsniidnedenscasanionens 12,000,000 
Miscellaneous products ..................45. 83,000,000 
ND - savnaieacetanecense 801,000,000 





The value of the importation of competitive agricultural 
products is comparatively small. For example, the estimated 
value of all live stock in the United States on Ist January, 
1919, was nearly 9,000,000,000 dols. The value of the 

roducis of the slaughter of live stock in 1918 totalled over 
5,000,900,000 dols. In spite of the immensity of this business 
the average value of beef and pork imported into the United 
States for the years 1911 to 1914 was only 6,132,504 dols. 

American agriculture is interested not only in the direct 
export of raw farm products, but it has a very great interest 
in the export of manufactures produced at home from farm 
products. Cotton and tobacco manufactures of all kinds, 
leather and leather products, and many foodstuffs, serve 
to swell the total of the nation’s export trade by calling upon 
agriculture. It is estimated that in 1918, approximately, 
406,000,000 dols. worth of manufactured articles, prepared 
from the raw materials of agriculture, went into foreign 
trade. 

Tie Position oF Cotton. 


Normally, raw cotton is the largest single item in American 
foreign trade. The approximate annual value of the part of 
the crop that is exported is 600,000,000 dols. With the 
growth of imports from other countries, the national im- 
portance of cotton to American trade balances has been very 
great. Cotton has not enjoyed the protection of a Govern- 
mental guaranty of price as has wheat, therefore fluctua- 
tions affecting the well-being of millions of producers and 
labourers have marked the whole war period. A serious 
situation has therefore existed, due to inability to find a 
market for the lower grades of cotton that constitute a part 
of every crop. 

Before the war Germany and Austria took about 3,000,000 
bales, and a relatively large proportion of their takings was 
made up of low grades. For four years now there has been 
a tendency towards accumulation of such qualities, so that 
at the present time, while Middling cotton is bringing a 
fair price, the lower grades are bringing so much less as to 
put them practically on the basis of a pre-war value. 

The movement of cotton overseas since the cessation of 
hostilities is considered disappointing. More recently it has 
been improving and the outlook is now better than for some 
time past. 

Export MARKET FOR GRAIN. 


The United States has always enjoyed a considerable export 
market for her grain crops The normal annual export of 
wheat before the war, based on a ten-year average, was 
about 110,000,000 bushels. With the acute need for food, 
the export of both wheat and flour, in terms of wheat, of the 
1918 crop, was in the region of 300,000,000 bushels. Needless 
to say, this great quantity will not be exported in future 
years, as high prices have stimulated domestic production in 
Europe, and the return of Peace will result in a relatively 
greater satisfying of home wants by home production. 
Furthermore, this export was enjoyed by the United States 
in good part, because of the loss of tonnage occasioned by 
U-boat activities. In the future, Argentina, Australia, 
Canada, India, Algeria, and other wheat-producing countries 
will compete for their former proportion of the world’s 
demand. 

In 1915 the Congress passed the United States Grain 
Standards Act, which requires the use in all inter-State and 
foreign commerce of grades established by the United States. 
During’1916 the specialist in foreign market investigations 
of the Bureau of Markets found in Europe a general pre- 
judice against American grain. With few exceptions, im- 
porters expressed a disposition to buy such grain only when 
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IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—continued. 





they could not purchase their supplies elsewhere, or when 
American grain was decidedly cheaper. 

This situation arose partly from natural causes. The 
United States is an enormous consumer of her own products, 
a condition which naturally results in keeping at home*a 
relatively large proportion of the best qualities of any pro- 
duct. The artificial factors in the situation were absence of 
uniform grades with enforced use thereof, lack of proper 
facilities for conditioning grain, willingness on the part of 
some traders to ship against their export contract grades 
that would not satisfy domestic contracts, and lack of 
knowledge of the proper conditions for successful shipping. 

Producers of grain in all of the important growing areas 
are keenly interested in retaining such part of the present 
export trade as is possible, having in mind not only the im- 
mediate, but more distant future. To do this, prices must 
first be right; but then the business can be held only upon 
condition that the exporters deliver to Europe grain that 
compares favourably with that received from other holders. 
Trade practices also must be conformed, as far as is com- 
patible with the interests of a producing country, to the 
desires of the importers, Under the Grain Standards Act, 
the importer, through his representative in America, can 
secure, first, inspection by inspectors licensed by the United 
States Government; thereafter, if the inspection itself seems 
unsatisfactory, he may appeal and have the true grade 
determined by the representatives of the Government itself 
through the offices of Grain Supervision of the Bureau of 
Markets. The finding in such an appeal, issued by the 
Secretary of Agriculture, has the value of prima facie 
evidence in all of the courts of the United States. 


OvutTLooK IN Export GRAIN TRADE. 


Corn, oats, barley, rye and rice have played a modest part 
in American export trade in the past. It seems likely that 
their relative importance will not change greatly in the near 
future. 

The situation with reference to wheat is dominated wholly 
by the position arising from the guaranteed price to be paid 
for wheat harvested in the United States during 1919, and 
ofiered for sale before Ist June, 1920, according to the 
President’s proclamation of September, 1918. 

The average condition of winter wheat on Ist April was 
99°38 per cent., the highest percentage ever reported, as 
against 78°6 per cent. a year ago, and 63-4 per cent. on Ist 
April, 1917. All factors considered, a production of winter 
wheat of 837,000,000 bushels is forecasted. In addition to 
this, the spring wheat crop is estimated at over 358,000,000 
bushels. A total production of 1,200,000,000 bushels may 
therefore be expected this year. Home consumption will 
probably be between 625,000,000 and 650,000,000 bushels, and 
there will accordingly remain for export a carry-over of over 
half-a-billion bushels. 





PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL SITUATION. 
(From the Acting British Consul-General.) 
MANILA. 


The commercial community is still experiencing difficulties 
in the question of exchange. A loan of 10,000,000 dols. was 
recently secured in the United States of America on certifi- 
cates from the Philippine Government. Half this sum was 
handed to the Philippine Nationat Bank without the 
authority of the Acting Governor-General. This Bank is, 
in spite of this, still in difficulties and unable to sell ex- 
change in the United States at all. The other banks (two 
British, one American, and one Spanish) have been handi- 
capped by the inability of the Insular Treasurer to sell them 
exchange according to law. 

No relief is in sight until the Philippine National Bank 
ean sell their hemp in the United States and so return the 
Gold Standard Fund to the Government. Consequently, 
importers are finding it difficult to pay for their imports, 
which are coming forward on old orders (pre-Armistice) in 
large quantities. 

For the first time for several years the trade balance is 
against the Islands, due to the large decrease in the hemp 
and coconut oil exports. Cppra, which used to be an 
export, now figures as a fair item among importers. This is 
all used in the local mills, which soon hope to find further 
markets in Europe. 

Sucar JNpuUsTRY. 


The erection of sugar centrals is booming. A second party 
from Hawaii has visited the Islands with a view to the estab- 
lishment of another central in Negros. The future of the 
Islands as a large sugar producer seems assured. 

Australian coal, after an absence of several years, hag 
again appeared on the market, a contract having been 
accepted by the Manila Electric Light Co. 
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Almost daily new business firms and companies are being 
registered. The directors and shareowners are mostly 
Filipinos, and the progress of these firms, which are mostly 
supported by the Philippine National Bank, will be watched 
with interest. 

The Philippine Nationa! Development Company has ap- 
pointed its directors, but has not yet started business on a 
large scale. 

Lanp AC1. 


The Land Act has been amended to provide for the enjoy- 
ment of all Treaty rights, and for reciprocity. Countries 
which permit Filipines to own land will now enjoy the same 
privileges for their nationals in the Philippines. 





—_— 


LATIN AMERICA. 





BRAZIL. 
COMPETITION FOR HARDWARE TRADE. 


(From the British Chamber of Commerce of Sao Paulo and 
| Southern Brazil.) 

The great extent to which American hardware manutac- 
turers and exporters have taken advantage of the oppor- 
tunities afforded them in Brazil by the war may be judged 
from the following comparative statement of Brazil’s imports 
of a few important hardware lines from that country and the 
United Kingdom in 19138 and 1917 :— 








From From 
Gt. Britain. U.S.A. 
1913. 1917. 19135. 1917. 
Article. Tons. Tons. 
Manufactures of aluminium ....... ] 2 
Manufactures of lead and _ its 
IIL: seciunighinenecuiiienene seasinihan 17 + 6 7 
Manufactures of tin alloys ......... 11 1 6 26 
Manufactures of zinc alloys..........- 9 — — 13 
ES SSE Teno 58 9 88 151 
Tubes and pipes (copper) ......... 145 36 6 69 
Miscellaneous copper goods ....... 432 56 113 159 
eS esata: 229 — 15.287 18,764 
Iron and steel wire ...............4-. 1.333 112 «=©2,118 12,427 
Galvanised sheets .................. 19.671 27 1.492 1,678 
ees baal clans dic eniideceslciike 110 8 16 12 
Te oe 260 97 161 507 
Spurs, stirrups. horsebits. etc. ... 298 15 495 —- 
Locks, padlocks, buckles, ete. ... -— 79 - 524 
SPACES iene ene eee 43 —— 7 4 
Enamelled iron ware ............... 205 65 62 178 
I ie al lin , 18 2 13 62 
I MD, ian cnsecsvesssnwaccs 17,771 71» =2,533 13.716 
‘ Staples, nails. screws and rivets.... 992 112 902 1,608 
Tools and utensils of all kinds ... 6.772 2,138 1,792 1.198 
48.376 3,058 25,099 50,967 


The above shows that although German competition has 
been practically destroyed, British manufacturers are now 
faced with still more serious competition from one of the 
most highly-developed manufacturing countries in the world. 
Indeed, it is not going too far to assert that considerably 
greater interest will have to be shown by British manufac- 
turers if they are even to regain the position they lost in 
the hardware trade of Brazil and other important purchasing 
countries during the four years of conflict, let alone secure 
a part of that trade which the Germans have lost for ever. 


FerTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 


The seriousness of this situation has been the subject of 
a good deal of study on the part of the officers and members 
of the British Chamber of Commerce of Sado Paulo and 
Southern Brazil, and among the projects which that im- 
portant body of British merchants and manufacturers have 
put into execution with the object of influencing Brazilian 
importers to purchase British goods, has been the making of 
arrangements to hold a series of British industrial exhibitions 
in the City of Sao Paulo, which is the heart of the great 
manufacturing district of Brazil, and, indeed, of South 
America. 

From the Ist December, 1919, to the 28th February. 1920, 
the exhibition will comprise smal! hardware goods and those 
lines which are allied to the hardware trade, and invitations 
to participate are now being sent out to United Kingdom 
manufacturers of these goods. 

During the course of the exhibition the Chamber will have 
an expert staff in continual attendance for the purpose of 
receiving visitors and influencing them, as far as possible, 
to place orders for the goods exhibited, and. in addition, the 
Chamber undertakes to transmit to each exhibiting firm the 
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following information obtained asa result of the enterprise: 
(1) Information as to the interest taken generally in the 
woods exhibited; (2) the names, addresses, etc., of ihe 
visitors who expressed interest in the exhibits; (3) the com- 
mercial status of and general comments relating to such 
interested parties or tirms; (4) the probable results of the 
visits; (5) suggestions as to the reasons (if any) why certain 
types of samples or articles were found to be unsuitable for 
the local market; (6) the names of suitable agents or repre- 
sentatives to handle the sale of exhibitors’ lines, should an 
agent be required, and suggestions as to the conditions under 
which the agency should be granted; (7) general comments 
and suggestions relative to exhibitors’ various specialities, 
etc., etc. 

Excellent premises have been secured for the exhibitions 
in the same building in which the Chamber’s offices exist. 

It is hardly necessary to mention the enormous benefits 
which will accrue to the manufacturers who participate in 
these exhibitions. For the insignificant sum of £10—which 
must be charged in order to defray the Chamber’s expenses— 
exhibitors will probably obtain far more information regard- 
ing Brazil’s requirements for their goods, and probably 
receive voluminous orders trom new and heretofore unknown 
purchasers, than could be secured even by sending out their 
own travellers to investigate conditions in that country. 





HAYTI. 
NEW TRADE MARK LAW. 


‘Le Moniteur ” (the official journal of the Republic of 
Hayti), dated 2lst June, contains the text of a new Law 
regarding trade marks, Its chief provisions are :— 

Every manufacturer, industrialist or trader has the right 
to distinguish his merchandise, or products, by means of 
special marks of manufacture. These trade marks can be 
of any design not prohibited by the present Law (viz., 
armorial bearings, medals.or other official insignia, national 
or foreign, as well as all denominations or figures offensive 
to morality or public decency), and serving to distinguish 
certain articles from others of a similar nature but of 
different origin. Registration of marks as provided for in 
the Law is essential to guarantee exclusive right of possession 
and use. 





REGISTRATION. 


To obtain registration of a trade mark the person inter- 
ested or his representative must make application to the 
Chamber of Commerce at Port-au-Prince in duplicate om 
staniped paper of 70 centimes. It should include a facsimile 
of the trade mark, a detailed description of what constitutes 
the mark, a declaration of the nature of the industry or 
business concerned, the use to which the mark is assigned, 
the profession of the applicant, and the place of his business 
or factory. One copy will be sent to the Department of 
Commerce and the other will be kept at the Chamber oi 
Commerce. 

A process-verbal of the deposition will be prepared by tle 
Chamber of Commerce, which will insert it in a special 
register. Notification of the registration of the mark will 
also be made in the official ‘‘ Moniteur.”’ 

The registration fee is fixed at 30 gourdes for national 
marks and at 75 gourdes for foreign marks. National marks 
will be valid for a period of 20 vears, but for foreign marks 
the period of registration will be fixed according tc the laws 
of the particular country concerned. 

The remaining erticles of the Law deak with the penalties 
to be inflicted for frand and infringement of trade marks. 


SALVADOR. 


RECORD COFFEE CROP EXPECTED. 
(From the British Consul.) 
San SALVADOR. 


It is estimated from reports received of the coffee crop 
that the yield for the coming season will approximate to 
40,000 tons. This will mean a record season, and, as prices 
continue to rule very high, planters are jubilant. 

The districts of Santa Tecla and Sonsonate, and the other 
provinces where the coffee-trees were destroyed by the ashes 
from the voleano during the great earthquake of 1917, ap- 
pear to have derived fresh vigour from the ashes, and on 
some estates recently visited the trees were of remarkably 
fine appearance. 
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Shipping and Docks. 


AUSTRALIA. 


AUSTRALIAN HARBOUR 
REGULATIONS. 

The Board 01 Trade have received copy of the following 
Regulations made by the Governor of South Australia in 
Council : —- 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in 
any regulations heretofore made by virtue of the powers con- 
ferred by the Harbours Act, 1913, payment of— 








SOUTH 


(a) All outport wharfage dues and charges on cargo 
shipped from Port Adelaide, in the said State of 
South Australia, to the following outports in the 
said State, namely:—American River. Carawa, 
Emu Bay, Port Moorowie, Vivonne Bav: and 

(>) All outport wharfage dues and charges on cargo 
landed at Port Adelaide aforesaid from the out- 
ports referred to in paragraph (a) hereof 


shail be made at the office of the South Australian Harbors 
Board, at Port Adelaide aforesaid, before such goods are 
remcved from the wharf at Port Adelaide aforesaid. 

This regulation shall take effect from the 1st day of March, 
1919. 

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in 
any regulations heretofore made by virtue of the powers con- 
ferred by the Harbors Act, 1913, the foilowing regulations 
made under the Harbors Act, 1913, affecting the manage- 
ment and control of wharves at Port Adelaide, namely— 


(a) Regulations numbered 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, and 56 of 
the regulations made on the 26th day of August, 
1915; 

(b) Regulation number 50a, made on the 4th day of 
January, 1917, as amended by regulation made 
on the 24th day of January, 1918, relative to the 
payment of dues on cargo at Port Adelaide: 

(c) Regulations made on the 27th day of September, 
1917, and the 20th day of December, 19i7, rela- 
tive to transhipment charges and transhipment 
charges on bunker coal respectively ; 

(d) Regulation made on the 24th day of January, 1918, 
relative to goods landed and reshipped at Port 
Adelaide ; 

(e) Regulation made on the 7th day of March, 1918, 
relative to storage charges on timber at Port 
Adelaide ; 

(f) Regulation made on the 12th day of December, 1918, 
relative to mooring and unmooring vessels at Port 
Adelaide 


shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to the management and con- 
trol of all wharves under the control of the South Australian 
Harbors Board at Port Pirie, 

Regulation No. 62 of the regulations made under the Har- 
bors Act, 1913, on the 26th day of August, 1915, shall be 
deemed not to apply to the payment of tolls at Port Pirie. 

Regulation No. 81 of the regulations made under the Har- 
bors Act, 1913, on the 26th day of August, 1915, is hereby 
amended by omitting therefrom the following paragraphs, 
namely : — 

‘Goods landed and reshipped at any of the associated 
wharves by the same owner within 48 hours of such landing 
to pay one wharfage only, provided written notice of such 
reshipment be given at the time of landing to the whar- 
finger.”’ 7 

‘Dumped wool landed for immediate shipment, if not 
stacked on the wharf more than seven days, unless with the 
permission of the wharfinger, to pay one wharfage.”’ 

“The shipper of any goods will be required to pay the 
wharfage, whether shipped on his own account or otherwise.” 

“ Wharfage on goods inwards must be paid by the agent 
or owner presenting the bill of lading for release.”’ 

The Board have also received copy of the following regula- 
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tion, made by the South Australian Harbors Board, with the 
consent and approval of His Excellency the Governor in 
Council. 

At a meeting of the South Australian Harbors Board held 
on the l4th day of June, 1919, the South Australian Harbors 
Board, pursuant to the powers conferred by the Marine 
Board and Navigation Act, 1881, and the Harbors Act, 1913, 
and all other enabling powers— | 

(1) Hereby defines, for the purposes of the Marine Board 
and Navigation Act, 1881, the composition, quality 
and character of the undermentioned explosive 
(excellite). and classifies the said explosive as 
tollows :— 


EXPLOSIVES. 
Class Ill. 


Excellite.—Consisting of a mixture of nitrate of am- 
monium, nitro-glycerine, di-nitrotoluol, nitro-cotton, wood 
meal, and castor oil, provided that the nitro-glycerine and 
di-nitro-toluol together do not amount to more than eleven 
per centum of the finished explosive ; and provided also that 
the explosive is packed in thoroughly waterproof cartridge 
wrappers or cases. 


Nitro-conm pound Class.—Division 1. 


(2) Declares that the said explosive is added to the 
‘‘ List of Authorised Explosives’’ in force for the 
time being. 

(3) Declares that this regulation shall take effect trom 
the eleventh day of August, 1919. 





NETHERLANDS. 


POSITION OF DUTCH SHIPPING COMPANIES. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
THE HacGcte. 


Now that the annual reports for 1918 of the principal 
Dutch shipping companies have been published, it is interest- 
ing to compare their relative positions at the end of 1913 
and of 1918. 

The latter year was peculiar in so far that practically all 
profits were derived either from investments or from the 
enforced charter to the Allies, when no less than 500,000 tons 
were requisitioned. The only sailings which took place were: 
a restricted service to Scandinavia, Dutch East Indian ser- 
vices to British India, Japan, China, the United States, and 
Australia, and a few trips to bring grain for Government 
acccunt, also sailing now and then to British ports. 

After the Armistice, sailings to the latter and Scandinavia 
were resumed, but the great shortage of suitable bunker 
coal remained a drawback, the only tonnage which could reap 
advantage of the world’s shortage being such steamers as 
happened to he in the Dutch East Indies and were not 
requisitioned. It is only due to the fact that the charter 
to the Allies was so advantageous that profits were made. 
These were even considerably more than in 1917. 





CAPITAL. 
Companies. 1913. 1914. 1917. 1918. 
Holl. Gulf Stoomvaart Mij.. k’dam 1.000.000 1,000,009 1,000,000 1,000,000 
Holl. Stoomboot Mij.. A’dam ...... 2.222.000 2,224,000 4,025,000 4,025,000 
Java—China—Japan lijn, A’dam 4,500,000 4.500,000 6,000,000 6,000,000 


Kon. Hollandsche Lloyd, A’dam ... 10,000,000 10,(00,000 15,000 000 15,000,000 
Kon. Ned. Stoomboot Mii., A°’dam 11.404,500 11,407,500 15,050,000 20,050,000 
Kon. Paketvaart Mii., A’dam ... 16,000,000 19,000,000 19,000,000 20,000,000 


Kon. West-Ind. Maildienst, A’dam 3,500,000 38,500,000 3,500,000 3,500,000 
Maatschappij ‘‘Zeevaart,’’ R’dam 400.000 1,135,000 2,000,000 2,000,000 
N.V. ‘“‘Houtvaart,’’ R’dam ......... 217,000 300,000 2,000,000 2,000,000 


Ned.-Americ. Stoomv. Mij., R’dam 12.000,000 12,000,000 15,000,000 15,000,000 


V/Nievelt Goudriaan & Co.’s 
Stoomv. Mij., R’dam ............... 1,250,000 1,250,000 1,250,000 5.000.000 
Stoomboot Mij. ‘‘Hillegersberg,”’ 
PIII, tisciinnseuidahdiesnperentcdnennines 270,000 270,000 540,000 540,000" 


Stoomyv. Mij. ‘‘Nederland,’’ A’dam 16,000,000 19,000,000 19,000,000 20,000,000: 
Stoomv. Mij. ‘Ned. Lloyd,” R’dam_ 1.250,000 1,250,000 1,250,000 1,250,000 


Stoomv. Mij. ‘‘Oostzee,’’ A’dam 1,000,000 1,000,000 2,000,000 2,000,000 
Stoomv. Mij. ‘‘Rotterdamsche 

Be” TOD disccncncacensncsegneens 15,000,000 15,000,000 15,000,000 20,000,000 
Stoomy. Mij. ‘‘Zeeland,”’ Vlis- 

singen (Flushing) .............0..+ 2,020,500 2,020,500 2,020.500 2,020,500 





98,034.000 104,857,000 123,635,500 139.385,500: 





(increase) 
15,750 000 


(increase ) 


(increase or decrease per annum 823,000 
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SHIPPING AND DOCKS—continued. 





Gross PROFITS. 
(exclusive of premiums on emissions). 

















Companies. 1913. 1914. 1917. 1918. _ 

Holl. Gulf Stoonvaa t Mij.. R’dam —-.251,028 193.3:9 731,200 462,025 

Holi. Stoomboot Mij.. A’dam 454,596 725,584 1,277,240 1,.460./02 

Java—China—Japan lijn, A’dam_ 1,486,212 924,546 10,412,324 15,464.999 

Kon. Hollandsche Lloyd, A’dam 2,109,412 2,107,563 2,790,808 3,379,234 

Kon. Ned. Stoomboot Mij., A’dam 3.899,720 2,947,626 9,740,439 7,717,835 

Kon. Paketvaart Mij., A’dam ... 3,979,617 3,388,049 19,174,148 18,892,285 

Kon. West-Ind. Maildienst., A’dam 685,420 594,958 2,530,246 2,071,570 

Maatschappij ‘‘Zeevaart,’’ R’dam 59,091 157.091 831,248  1,854,65:; 

N.V. “Houtvaart,’” R’dam ......... 155,558 92.749 449,219 617,447 

Ned.-Americ. Stoomy. Mij., R’dam 6,964,334 7,252,289 9,946,470 20,924,281 
V/Nievelt Goudriaan «& Co.'s 

sStoomv. Mij., R’dam ............ oe 957,021 705,705 3,008,553 10,694,206 
Stoomboot Mij. ‘‘Hillegersberg,’’ 

eer eeeseee 128,468 72,674 231,071 930.023 

Stoomyv. Mij. ‘“‘Nederland,’’ A’dam 4,868,298 4,940,486 24,136,926 53,024,665 

Stoomv. Mij. ‘Ned. Lloyd,’’ R’dam 273,989 250.248 133,402 108,402 

Stoomy. Mij. ‘‘Oostzee,’’ A’dam 467 167 194,323 704.667 2,582,166 
Stoomv. Mij. ‘‘Rotterdamsche 

Ag ae 4,898,577 4,409,805 19,747,449 26.409,607 
Stoomv. Mij. ‘‘Zeeland,’’ Vlis 

-ingen (Flushing) ................... 1,014,465 1.604.188 1,705 61,547 

32,652,973 30,561,353 105,847,115 166,655.651 

(decrease) (decrease) (increase) 

Increase or decrease per annum 2,091,620 28,379,466 60,808.536 
Percentage of gross profit to 

a aeSere dasvdenss 33 p.c. 29 p.c. 86 p.c. 120 p.c. 

Financitat Posttiox on 31st Dec., 1918. 
Reserves. 

In per- Divi- 

centage Deben- dends 

of capi. tures or in 1918 

Companies. Capital. Amount. tal. mortgages. p.c. 

Hoil. Gulf Stoomvaart Mij. ... 1,000.000 1,398,217 140 — 20 








Holl. Stoomboot Mij. ............ 4,025,000 2,732,412 68 17,000 «15 
Java—China—Japan lijn ...... 6,000,000 15,850,548 264 515,000 30 
Kon. Hollandsche Lloyd ...... 15,000,000 8,968,345 60 6.003.000 10 
Kon. Ned. Stoomboot Mij. 20,050,000 22,184,000 116 3,200,000 15 
Kon. Paketvaart Mij. ......... 9,000,000 26,973,767 1385 5,887,000 13 
Kon. West-Ind. Maildienst ... 3,500,000 5,223,100 149 895,000 12 
Mij. “‘Zeevaart”’ .................... 2,000,000 2,577,579 129 200,000 45 
i Xn —_i ( el TEEN 2,000,000 2,759,830 137 961,250 10 
Ned.-Americ. Stoomv. Mij. ... 15,000,000 22,965,790 153 — 40 
V. Nievelt Goudriaan & Co.’s 
SRE 5,000,000 7.000.000 140 805,000 50 
Stoomb. Mij. ‘‘Hillegersberg”’ 540,000 846.500 157 — 50 
Stoomyv. Mij. “‘Nederland”’ ... 20,000.000 438.373.0290 217 6,338,000 30 
Stoomv. Mij. ‘“‘Ned. Lloyd.”’ ... 1,250 000 387,455 31 ~- 5 
Stoomy. Mij. ‘‘Oostzee’’ ...... 2.000.000) 3,614,420 181 178,000 50 
Stcomv. Mij. “‘Rott. Lloyd’? ... 20,000,000 35.477.900 177 — 25 
Stoomy. Mij. “Zeeland”’ ......... 2,020, 1,577 541 78 1.514.000 0 
Total, 3lst Dec., 1918 ......... 139,385,500 203,910,433 146 26,513.250 25 
Total, 31st Dec.. 1917 ......... 123,635,500 148.555.0389 120 298.053.4650 21 
VESSELS. 
Gross. Nett. Per 
Companies. Number. tonnage. book-value. gross ton. 
Holl. Gulf Stoomvaart Mij. ... 4 4,848 474,700.— 97.92 
Holl. Stcomboot Mij. ...... — 2 13,732 4,284 ,000.—- 311.97 
Java—China—Japan lijn ....... 11 60,808 6.430 832.74! 105.76 
Kon. Hollandsche Lloyd ......... 12 70.132 6,917 692.52 98.64 
Kon. Ned. Stoomboot Mij. ... 46 %) 407 11,434,.013.— 126.47 
Kon. Paketvaart Mij. ............ 9 156,183 20,948 ,050.— 134.12 
Kon. West-Ind. Maildienst .... 8 2? 661 3,125,002.— 137.90 
ET 4 11,054 830,577.39 75.14 
KS Fw 4. eee ‘) 10,369 4 701,057.95 453.38 
Ned.-Americ. Stoomyv. Mij. .... <3 183.085 1.490.000.— 8.14 
V. Nievelt Goudriaan & Co.’s 
EE 21) 109.283 7,600 ,000.— 151.14 
Stoomb. Mij. ‘“‘Hillegersb rg”’ 2 4,064 85.000.— 17.12 
Stoomy. Mij., “Nederland” ... 39 951,57 16,425,000.— 65.29 
Stoomv. Mij. ‘‘Ned. Lloyd.”’ ... S 30a) 42? 000.— 112.98 
Stoomv. Mij. “Oostzee”’ ......... S 18,918 342,897 .98 19.03 
Stoomyv. Mij. “Rett. Lloyd”... 31 177,209 8.570,000.— 48.36 
Stcomv. Mij. “‘Zeeland”’ ......... 3 6.506 381,000.— 58.56 
Total, 31st Dec.. 1978 ............ 3:3 1.135.565 94.461.8238.582 83.10 
Total, Sist Dec., 1917 ............ 337 1,089 668 96 602 950.544 88.65 


The reports show a total increase of capital of more than 
28 million florins, as compared with 1916—profits expressed 
in percentage of the capital involved having remained 
stationary at about 120 per cent The increase in cash, 
however, amounts to 34 million florins as compared with 
1916, and 61 million as compared with 1917. 

A comparison of the financial positions at the end of 1917 
and 1918 shows an increase of capital of 15,750,090 florins 


during 1918. The total reserves have risen from 120 to 146 


per cent. of the capital, a sum of 55 million florins having 
been reserved in the course of 1918 alone. These reserves do 
not include sums set aside for Excess Profits Tax. Pensions. 


and saving funds for emplovees, or employers’ liability. No 


debentures were issued in 1918, nor mortgages contracted. 
so that liabilities under these headings only amount to 26! 
million florins. 

Although there has been a considerable loss of tonnage 
through marine and war risk, the fleet has been increased 
hoth in number of vessels and amount of gross tonnage. On 
the other hand, this increased fleet stands on the books 
for a lower figure than the previous vear, which is due to 
considerable writing off. 


The average book value per ton has decreased from fl. 88-65 


to fl 83-10 (many vessels being modern liners), and the 
dividends increased from 21 to 25 per cent. 


It is, therefore, apparent that the total reserves are far 


greater than the fi. 209 million appearing in the books. and 


that Dutch shipping, if not unique in its position, is certain!y 


able to face future competition with equanimity. 


_ 
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Minerals and Metals. 


CHILE. 


MINERALS OF ATACAMA. 
(From the British Consular Agent.) 








CopPrIAPo. 


The Province of Atacama, Chile, of which Copiap6 is the 
capital, is very highly mineralised and is believed to contain 
much undiscovered wealth. 

It contains, for instance, Potrerillos, where there is a 
copper deposit belonging to an American company floated in 
New York some four years ago, with a capital of 50,000,000 
United States dols. The deposit, which may be termed a 
massive one, consists of a group of hills impregnated with 
copper, crossed with veins. 

It is being developed, to be worked on the ‘‘cave-in” 
system, and planned for the extraction of 30,000 tons per 
94-hour day. It is reported that about 10,000,000 dols. have 
now been spent, but production will not commence for 
perhaps two years owing to the delay caused by the war and 
other difficulties. 

In the immediate neighbourhood of Copiapo nothing of 
the same nature has been found, although there are a 
number of smaller properties which, taken together, would 
probably equal the production at Potrerillos, but the distance 
which separates them prevents the same economical working. 

Before the war a German concern took up a large group 
in Venado, near Chulo railway station, between 20-25 miles 
from this town, towards Puquios. They continued ‘‘proving.- 
out’? work for some time, but war conditions stopped this 
and also their general business of ore buying, both here and 
along the coast. Their latest shipping contracts appear to 
have been to Tacoma smelters. 

CHARACTERISTICS. 


In general all the mines in this district are ‘‘veins,’’ with 
outcrops at the surface, and increasing in body or number 
of veins in depth. The general impression of American 
mining engineers who have scouted over this territory fairly 
persistently for the last six-seven years (since the Braden 
Copper Company, Rancagua, and the Chiuquicqmata have 
been operating) is, that there are no really large deposits 
like those named, and those on view, such as Venado, 
Ladrillos, Pintados, etc., are still too small to be worth the 
attention of the big copper companies. 

The Dulcinea Mine, belonging to a British company, is a 
good example of this district, a ‘‘vein’? mine which has 
been producing for perhaps the last 80 years. This mine 
and the ‘‘Augustinas’’ mine, in Punta del Cobre, belonging 
to a Chilean company, are the important mines in operation 
at the present time. The other mines are practically all in 
the hands of local individuals, mostly Chilians, the average 
grade being 10 to 12 per cent. copper. At present there are 
a number of mines which are not being worked owing to the 
very low price of copper. 

ORES. 


The output of the district, during the present bad times, 
is probably about 1,000 to 1,200 tons per month This is 
transported to Caldera, to the smelter belonging to an 
American company. The average grade is 10 to 15 per cent. 
ore. 

In normal times the production would probably be trebled. 
A fair amount of ‘‘export’’ ore can be obtained, high grade 
in copper, and with gold and silver contents, also ore, high 
in gold and low in copper, and with 25-30 per cent. sulphur. 

Silver mining was dropped some years ago when the price 
fell to 24d. per oz. On one important ground in Chanarcillo 
work has again been started, and if the results of the next 
few months prove favourable, other mine owners may be 
expected to follow suit. Interest is being shown in the 
silver mines owing to the continued rise in price. 

The nearest port is Caldera, and distances are as follows: 

Caldera to Copiapé, 81 kms. 

Copiapé to Tierra Amarilla, 16 kms. (Ojancos Mines). 

Copiapé6 to Punta de! Cobre, 20 kms. (Augustinas 
Mines). 

Copiap6 to Yeso, 37 kms. (Bordos Silver Mines). 

Copiapé6 to Tres Puentes, 49 kms. for (Lomas Bayas, 
Silver). 

Copiapé to Pajonases, 66 kms. (Bandurrias, Iron). 

Copiap6 to Chanarcillo, 70 kms. (famous silver mines). 

Copiapo to Carreras Pinto, 96 kms. (Dulcinea Mine). 

Copiapé6 to Pueblo Hundidi, 220 kms. for branch to 
Potrerillos. 


Concessions to foreigners are not difficult to obtain, and 
are a matter for negotiation in Santiago. 
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MINERALS AND METALS—continued. 


GERMANY. 


IRON AND MANGANESE ORE DEPOSITS IN THE 
IDARWALD. 
(From the British Military Governor.) 
COLOGNE. 

For the last few months prospecting for iron and man- 
ganese has been taking place in the Idarwald, about 50 
kilometres south of Coblentz. It was known before the 
war that there were deposits of iron ore in this region, but 
with the Lorraine Ironfields in their possession, the Germans 
did not consider the exploitation of tne ore deposits in the 
Idarwald profitable enough. 

The work of the last few months, however, has given very 
satisfactory results, and it appears tnat the whole of the 
Idarwald contains rich ore deposits. Deposits have already 
been discovered in the regions of Rhaunen-Sulzbach, Weiters- 
bach, and Horbruch (about 20 kilometres W. by S. of 
Berncastel). 

The ore has been discovered at a depth of from 6 to 10 ft., 
but in several places also just below the surface. Analysis 
shows that it contains from 55 to 60 per cent. metal, and 
up to 30 per cent. manganese. Its transport could he 
effected at a small cost by means of the Hunsriick railway. 


PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
THE GOLD MINING INDUSTRY. 


(From the British Consul-General.) 














MANILA 

Gold mining has_ been carried on spasmodically in the 
Philippine Islands for the last fifteen years, but it has 
suffered, and still is suffering, from a lack of capital. The 
Philippine Mining Law, which has been framed by the 
Philippine Legislature with a view to preventing the so-called 
exploitation of the Islands by foreign capital, does not assist 
the development of gold mining. 

Until recently the best gold-producing districts were 
Masbate and Ambos Camarines. Operations in the former 
were carried on by mining, but for the last two years paying 
ore has ceased, and no dividends have been paid by the 
cperating companies for over two years. Jn the latter 
province operations are carried on by dredging, the bulk 
of the capital employed being Australian and New Zealand, 
with some local. 

In the province of Benguet, where for several years all 
efforts, due largely to bad management and lack of equip- 
ment, failed, a new company, having bought up in 1915 all 
the claims of the Antamok Valley, started operations with 
an up-to-date cyanide plant. So far the operations have 
been very successful, and good dividends have been paid. 
Some idea of the success obtained can be given from the fact 
that two vears ago the shares stood at twenty-five centavos, 
whilst they are pow quoted at two pesos fifty. 

In a recent interview the manager claimed that without a 
proper cyanide plant, which involved a fair amount of 
capital, success in the Benguet district was impossible. He 
thought that in Benguet there were several districts which, 
with adequate capital for development, could be made to pay 
well. Unfortunately, capital is awaiting for the Philippine 
Government to offer better opportunities for mining invest- 
ments, The present uncertain political situation is also a 
deterrent to investments in such undertakings where the 
Government might step in at any moment and pass con- 
fiscatory legislation. 

The output from the Benguet Consolidated is valued for 
the first four months of 1919 at about 70,000 pesos monthly. 
The capital employed is 1,000,000 pesos. 

In this district there are several claims held by companies 
and individuals which give promise of future development 
if monetary and legal conditions permit. Lately an English 
engineer has been visiting the district, and he has been 
favourably impressed with the region frem a gold mining 
point of view. He considers that mining expenses would 
not be so very heavy, as the disadvantages of the district 
were offset by certain advantages of water-power, and the 
fact that no pumping out of water would be required. 

The following are the figures for the export of bullion from 
the Philippines for the vears 1916 to 1918:— 


OZ. Value. Pesos. 
ere: 103 256 2.986.868 
fares 88 658 2.677 ,284 
OE ii 65,918 1,873,938 


Until recently all the gold produced in the Philippines was 
Sold in San Francisco, which offered the best market. 

It has lately been the practice of two or three companies 
to sell their output locally for the use of local jewellers— 
Consequently the figures for 1918 do not contain the total 
output of gold for the vear. 


————— 
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JAPAN, 





THE COTTON SPINNING INDUSTRY. 
(From H.M. Commercial Secretary,) 
YOKOHAMA. 

A series of articles has appeared in the technical journal 
‘“‘Chugwai Shogyo Shimbun ”’ on the present situation in the 
Japanese Cotton Spinning Industry. In the course of these 
articles the writer brings out certain features which will 
probably be of interest. Owing to the great rise in the 
market value of their shares during the war most spinning 
companies in Japan increased their capital once or even, in 
some cases, twice, and the new shares so offered were at a 
high premium, At the end of 1914 the total registered 
capital of the cotton spinning companies throughout Japan 
was 109,676,000 yen, while at the end of 1918 it stood at 
176,202,000 yen—an increase of 66,526,000 yen. This figure 
represents, however, only the increase in the total capital 
of companies in existence before the war. If other concerns 
still in course of organisation, and those which added cotton 
spinning to the manufacture of mousseline, etc., be included, 
the number of new companies organised subsequent to the 
cutbreak of war reaches a total of thirty or more with an 
aggregate capital of about 70,000,000 ven. 


INCREASE OF PLANT DELAYED. 


In the course of the three years 1915-17 orders for 
1,270,000 spindles were placed in England, but owing to the 
diiiculty of executing these orders, 280,000 spindles were 
ordered from America in the middle of 1916. The actual 
increase in the number of spindles in Japan during the 
four years from the beginning of 1915 to the end of 1918 
was only 453,000. At the end of 1914 the number of spindles 
in Japan was 2,657,000, and it stands to-day (June, 1919) at 
3,227,000. The projected increase of some 1,550,000 spindles 
would have brought the total number to-day up to 4,700,000. 


EFFECT OF SHORTAGE ON PRODUCTION. 


The average output of 153,000 bales per month maintained 
during 1918 was continued during the first five months of 
this vear. Had the estimated increase in the number of 
spindles taken place, the monthly output would have in- 
creased by one-quarter or one-third; that is, it would have 
risen from an average of 153,000 bales to a figure between 
180,000 to 190,000. The existing prosperity of the industry 
is due to a heavy demand for export goods, and an equally 
heavy demand on the home market enhanced by the present 
comparative shortage of output caused by labour difficulties 
and the non-arrival of machinery. One consequence of this 
is that average profits are now between 30 ven and 100 yen 
per bale of No. 18 yarn, whereas before the war these 
profits on similar bales averaged only 8 yen to 12 yen. 

Had the proposed increase :n the number of spindles been 
successfully carried out and an additional output of 200,000 
bales per month been secured, the spinners would not have 
been able to make such enormous profits. According to one 
view, had the full increase in spindles been executed it 
would have involved a curtailment of work now and would 
have thrown the new spinning companies into the same 
predicament as that in which shipbuilding and chemical 
firms are now involved; the older companies would have 
heen in a better position. Such being the case, the spinners’ 
failure to obtain spinning machinery has proved of great 
advantage to them. 


AMALGAMATION OF JAPANESE COTTON SPINNING COMPANIES. 


Before and even during the war the question of amalgama- 
tion of various concerns came up from time to time, but the 
general prosperity of the industry has rendered working 
cperations increasingly easy and the ‘“‘pride and self- 
confidence of the different companies has increased in 
proportion.”? Amalgamation between the old-established 
companies is unlikely unless they happen to belong to the 
saine group of capitalists. Any amalgamations which may 
occur in the future, however, will probably be between an 
old-established company and one which commenced business 
during the war. . 

Prospects oF SCHEMES FoR INCREASING SPINDLES. 


The writer states that the present position is as follows: 
Large extensions have been made by the prosperous spinning 
companies in order to install the spindles on order in England 
and the United States. England, however, seems more 
inclined to export to Belgium than to other countries in 
view of the great losses suffered by Belgium during the 
war. A second obstacle to the importation by Japan of 
spindles from England is that the large bulk of orders from 
Japan was placed in the three vears 19]5-17, when prices 
were much lower than they are to-day. Most of the houses 
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in Japan handling this import business seem to have con- 
sented recently to an increase ranging from 30 per cent. 
to OU per cent. By this means the difficulty of importing 
British spindles has been met to some extent, and during 
the current year about 100,000 spindles will probably arrive 
from England, while a further 1,000,000 spindles will 
probably be imported during next year (1920). The position 
may therefore be stated in round figures as follows :-~— 
Total number of spindles ordered during the war— 
From England 1 300,000 
DE IID nididicncumidelscexsavn 300 ,C00 
Total arrivals duiing war period 150,000 
/Notc.—200,000 American, 150,000 British. ] 


100,000 
1,000,000 


To arrive during 1919 
To arrive during 1920 ............ 


JAPAN'S OPERATIONS IN CHINA. 

Che toliowing companies: the Naigwai-wata Kaisha, the 
Shanghai Boseki Kaisha, and the Nikkwa Boseki Kaisha, 
into which the Hungyuan Spinning Company was recently 
amalgamated by Japanese interests, are already operating 
im China. During the war various rumours were in circula- 
tion that other Chinese companies were going to be bought 
up by Japanese interests, but the high price asked by the 
Chinese owners, and difficulties of importing machinery, 
seem to have stood in the way. The article states that the 
machinery installed in the concerns by the Chinese were, 
as a rule, old, and it seems to have been the impression 
that the Chinese owners were endeavouring to sell off old 
machinery at a high price to Japanese buyers with the in- 
tention of getting newer and cheaper machinery after the 
war which would place them in an advantageous position. 
Accordingly, the only regotiations which succeeded were 
those for the sale of the Hungyuun Spinning Company 
above mentioned. It is significant that the Presidents or 
Directors of such large companies as the Dai Nippon, Toyo, 
Kanegafuchi, Fuji, Nisshin, Kishiwada, Naniwa, Temma, 
Khosho, etc., have visited China recently. The establish- 
ment of Japanese spinning concerns in China has decidedly 
certain advantages, among which may be mentioned the low 
cost of land (about 30 yen per tsubo in Shanghai, as against 
100 yen to 130 yen in Osaka), abundance of labour, low 
expenses for housing, education, etc., compared to costs in 
Japan. But against these conditions must be set such 
drawbacks as the inefficiency of Chinese operatives, ‘‘which, 
however, with proper guidance will be gradually remedied.’’ 
The writer further states that by transferring spinning 
companies from Chinese to Japanese management it will 
not be difftcult to increase production immediately by 30 
to 40 per cent. 

Lasour Conpitions IN TEXTILE FAcToRIEs. 


The hours for hoth day and night work are from 6 to 6, 
rest periods being as follows:—15 minutes between 9 and 
9.15, 30 minutes trom 12 to 12.30, 15 minutes from 3.15 to 
3.30. Day and night shifts are changed ence every 
week or ten days, when 24 hours’ complete rest is 
given. The prohibition of night work is to be enforced 
from September, 1931, under the Japanese Factory Law, 
and work between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. will be prohibited, 
thus leaving 18 hours to be divided between two shifts ot 
84 hours (9 hours each, less 30 minutes, which the Law 
requires to be left for food and rest). The restriction on 
hours under the International Labour regulations will not 
differ much from the working hours under the Japanese 
Factory Law when the regulations concerning night work 
come into effect, provided, that is, the 8 hours stipulated 
by the International regulations include the time required 
for meals and rest. 

The outlook from the employers’ point of view is, accord 
ing to the writer, very far from hopeful. At present 22 
hours’ work can be done by two sets of operatives, and if 
this is to be reduced to 16 hours’ work by the same number 
ot operatives, even though methods for increasing efficiency 
may be introduced, the production of cotton yarn will go 
down to about 70 per cent. of the present output. Even if 
wages remain at the present rate, the cost of production 
per day will be considerably increased, and there is very 
little likelihood that wages will go-down in view of present 
demands of labour on all sides. The superior position 
obtained by Japanese cotton yarn and fabrics on the Chinese 
market, whence they have driven Indian goods, and their 
recent rapid advance in India and Australia, has been 
obtained without doubt by the absence of strict restrictions 
of working hours and the low level of wages. To take the 
effect of the Indian Factory Law as an example :—This Law 
was introduced thirty years ago and working hours were 
limited to 15 per day. In 1909 working hours were reduced 
to 12, and work at night, from 7 to 5.30, was forbidden. As 
a result, the costs of production suddenly rose sharply, and 
Indian cotton yarns, which had up to the time of enforce- 
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ment of these regulations, been exported in large quanti- 
ties to China, were practically driven off that market hy 
Japanese goods. In 1906 the import ot Indian yarn at 
Shanghai stood to the import of Japanese yarn in the pro- 
portions of 311 to 100, and the second half of 1908 in the 
proportion of 555 to 100. Since 1909, however, the imports 
of Indian yarns have decreased, until the proportion has 
become 55 Indian against 100 Japanese. The 8-hour system, 
the writer concludes, has been tried by various companies in 
Japan with unsatisfactory results in the case of mills near 
large cities. Operatives are attracted by good offers of 
employment aiter the working hours in the mills are over, 
In the country districts, on the other hand, the results of 
the S-hour day are stated to be highly satisfactory. 





THE HOSIERY BUSINESS. 

As in the case of many other goods, the export of Japanese 
hosiery became exceedingly active subsequent to the out- 
break of war. Particularly remarkable was the development 
of the industry in the Osaka and Kobe districts. Before the 
war, in 1913, there were 1,333 manufacturers throughout 
the country employing 10,238 male and female operatives, 
and producing goods to the value of 1,484,000,000 yen, 
including 3,400,000 doz. vests (11,600,000 yen), 1,800,000 doz. 
stockings (1,600,000 yen), 550,000 doz. gloves (1,050,000 yen), 
and other miscellaneous goods. In 1914, owing to the sudden 
fall of raw cotton in price in consequence of the outbreak of 
the yar and the very pessimistic view entertained of the 
future of native cotton yarn, the value of the hosiery goods 
produced decreased about 1,100,000 yen, although the 
quantity increased rather than otherwise. 

Reviewing the industry during the war and its prospects 
in the future, a writer in the ‘Oriental Economist’’ states 
that in 1915 the situation changed for the better owing to 
the increased activity of export. Compared with the 
preceding year, 1915 showed an increase of over 200 in the 
number of manufacturers and over 5,000 in workmen. As 
for the amount of production, the total value reached the 
sum of 30.700.000 ven—an increase of over 120 per cent. ; 
hosiery material, which had not been previously mentioned 
in the statistics, being newly produced to the amount of 
5.330.000 ven. 

In 1916 the development of the war gave a further 
stimulus to the manufacture and export of the goods. In 
fact, the industry reached the highest pitch of prosperity in 
that vear. 

When the industry was in so prosperous a condition and 
prospects were thought exceedingly promising, the revolu- 
tion broke out in Russia, and the export to that quarter 
practically came to an end. England, a new market tor 
Japanese hosiery, also put restrictions on the import of 
the goods. In addition, the cost of production increased 
owing to the sudden and considerable rise in the price of raw 
cotton, All this combined in bringing about a decline. It 
was owing to this fact that the production in 1917 decreased. 

EXPORTS. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of 

hosiery exported from Japan in 1913-18 :— 


Hosiery. Shirts. Gloves. Socks. 
Materials. 

Doz. Doz. Doz. Doz. 

EE  scasuhissniin ~~ 5,475 — — 
| ia 437 3,241 — » — 
rrr 412 5,692 224 1,805 
as 1.434 11,310 1,035 2,910 
SE «iudtiutecenonm 1.694 6,643 2,156 3,452 
SE -cicialebiabadli 4, 5€6 4.222 2,459 2,904 

Value (in thousands). 

Yen. Yen. Yen. Yen. 

EE > cinsaiasncondbeitie —— 8.847 -— — 
| Serer 97 8,408 — — 
Se - Scuceecwnds 110 10,718 215 1,431 
rere 415 28,834 1,827 3,274 
EE 634 16,719 4,628 4,885 
rere 1,357 18,671 6.808 6,665 


The above table shows that while the export of hosiery 
material and gloves showed an increase, that of shirts—the 
chief of hosiery goods exported—decreased from 11,300,900 
dozen (2°.800,000 yen) in 1916 to 6,600,000 dozen (16,700,000 
ven) in 1917, and to 4,000,000 dozen in 1918, although the 
value in 1918 increased to 18,600,000 yen, owing to the rise 
in the price of cotton yarn. 
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CUSTOMERS. 


In the following tables the export ot 


classified according to countries : — 


Export of Hosiery Goods Classified According fo f 











hosiery goods is 


‘ountries. 











1916. 1917. 1918. 
Doz. Doz. Doz. 
Nero rere rere 478 447 251,747 189 282 
Kwantung Province... 117,554 91 233 68,045 
Hongkong .............. 281,810) 296,971 104,446 
BE saincdiniinaciegiwiass 4,188,422 2,995,873 1,060,994 
Straits Settlements . 275,426 225,865 136,849 
Dutch Indies ..........- 853,65€ 485,720 349 484 
Asiatic Russia ......... 239,782 5,568 20.810 
ere 564,155 691,049 470,763 
DINE «0 s0scevswnsesens 2,604,865 536,616 914,681 
BD. -niensnincgtnonivine 146,285 147,891 122,528 
Cape ot Good Hope... 543,775 455,852 303 346 
DeeAPONER on. csccssscees: 778,246 208 ,950 237 ,322 
SN n:ci5 cna ousiaiies 237 ,5E8 249,749 243,108 
EE osvndwavadns 11,309,991 6,643.08 4 4,221,658 
Other Goods. 

NE  cesinnsinsunneincies 1,577,351 2 050,436 1,105,419 
Kwantung Province.. 142,309 259 421 201,58] 
NEE sa ccsesnvensss. 134,787 322,073 148,287 
ae reer 824,318 574,80] 495 499 
Asiatic Russia ......... 131,221 170,054 146,345 
RINE ons ecnsenncnvnsics 570,190 946,812 1,169,124 
BEE cccviandasiaaens 46,444 91,090) 304,442 
MEE? vicccevisspeimabas 556,971 1,218,164 1,853,587 
TE icanivbigtaniwsienl 3,983,591 5,632,851 5,424,307 








The total value of exports was 34,028,238 yen, 26,265,455 
ven, and 32,298,194 yen in 1916, 1917, and 1918 respectively. 
Tt will be seen from the above that it is not in the case of 
England and Russian Asia alone that the export has declined 
since 1917, as the export to China, India, and all countries 


has likewise decreased. 
PROSPECTs. 


As for conditions of the trade this year, the figures for 
January, February, and March show that the export to 


China, Kuntung Province, 


Straits 


Settlements, 


Russian 


Asia, and England, has somewhat revived, but that the 
export to India, Dutch Indies, Australia, and other countries 


have considerably decreased. 


The total quantity in the 


case of shirts decreased over 120,000 dozen as compared with 
the same period of the preceding vear, but the value showed 
an increase of over 2,000,000 ven—a result of the rise in the 


price of the material. 


As for hosiery goods other than 


shirts, the exports in the first three months of the vear 
increased in quantity as well as in value compared with last 


vear, the chief reason of this increase 


in the export to England. 





THE RAW SILK MARKET. 


(From H.M. Commercial Secretary.) 
YOKOHAMA. 


being an increase 


The abnormal rise in the price of raw silk has been one ot 
the factors which have tended to alleviate 
depression existing in Japan in the earlier months of this 


vear, 


extreme 


Reviewing the situation, a circular issued on Ist July by 
a prominent firm in Yokohama stated that the supply of old 
silk being exhausted, the spring production was the object 
of actively increased enquiry, more especially in extras and 
medium grade sorts, both for ready and forward, and though 
the price of cocoons had been most exceptionally high, a 


good profit was shown to producers. 


The total contracted for in new silk to date, extending to 
October, is estimated at about 50,000 bales, of which 20,000 
bales, mostly in upper grades, are on ‘“‘open contract.”? It is 
also stated that a certain amount even in lower qualities has 
also heen done this year on the laiter terms. In the event 
of prices being maintained, a still higher cost of production 


will obtain from the cocoons of the summer crop. 


In June 


there was to be a slight slackening off in the enquiry for 
lower grades, due possibly to the daily increasing arrivals of 


these sorts. 


Spinners, however, had no lack of confidence 


in the continuation of requirements, supported by the steady 
upward tendency of quotations cabled from New York. 

“Wine Sizes’? remained quite neglecied owing to the wide 
disparity between Lyons prices and those nominally ruling 


for these kinds on this side. 


Very little stock was available 


on Ist July, reclers having largely abandoned the production 


In favour of the more profitable American sizes. 


tls 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 
NEW ZEALAND. 


CUSTOMS DECISIONS. 

The following Customs Decisions, specifying the classifica- 
tion of various articles under the Customs Duties Act on 
their importation into New Zealand, are contained in Minis- 
ter’s Order D.41, dated Ist July. 1919, viz.:— 

















tates of Import Duty. 








On goods 
the pro- 
duce or 
manufac- 
ture of any 
part of the 
British 
Dominions. 


fariff On Foreign 
[tem. (ioods. 


Articles. 








only for, and to be used solely in, 
the fabrication of goods in the 
Dominion, viz. :— 

Felt, tubular, in short lengths | 
suitable only for making 
ladies’ hats. 

Sennett, consisting of plaited 
fibre, if declared to be speci- 
ally imported for use with 
twine-polishing machines | 

Umbrella-makers’ materials, viz.: 

Umbrella - bands (fasteners),  ~-4S82 Free ; Free 
made up, consisting of elastic | 
or webbing with a ring, or | 
with a ring and button, or 
with a ring, button, and 
tassel attachment 

Wrest-planks, wooden, for the | 
manufacture of pianos, even / 
if bored and veneered ! 

Agricultural implements, viz. :— 

Horse-tread power-gear, with |) 
non-continuous drive, suited’ | ! 
only for use witha hay-press | 357 Free | Free 

Transport truck, suited only | | 
for use with a hay-press 

Cigarette-lighters, parts of, viz., 

small pieces of cerium iron or 
ferro-cerium, specially shaped 

as renewals for cigarette lighters | 183 

Electric appliances, viz. :— 

Combination high-frequency and 

ionization outfit, consisting of 
electric motor-generator, and 
switchboard with fittings 
which include milliammeter, | 
switch, wire rheostat current- 

controller, &e., the parts to be 

classified as follows :— Dec 
Electric motor generator 169B 20°, ad val. | 
Switchboard with fittings .. 176 | 39°, ad val. | 

Flags, parts of, viz., Union Jack . 

insertions, consisting of pieces | 
of bunting sewn together, for 

use in manufacturing ensigns 80 

Machine for sifting dried milk .. | 182 


\ 





30°, ad val. | 20°, ad val. 


10°,, ad val. 
20°, ad val. 


| 30°, ad val. | 
“O°, ad val. 


20% ad val. 
20°, ad val. 


Paper capsules, pleated, for bottles 150 374° ad val. | 25°, ad val. 
Surgical appliances, viz. :— 
g : ; re 
Electrodes used in electric | 
therapy ‘ts Y oe | ee Free Free 








A previous Decision which classified “ high-frequency apparatus, 
and electrodes, used in electric therapy ” as “ surgical instruments 
and appliances ”’ is cancelled. ‘ 

Note.—A “ primage duty ” of 1 per cent. ad valorem is levied on 
all the above goods, in accordance with the “‘ Finane2 Act, 1915.” 
This duty is payable on importation and is levied irrespective of 
whether the goods are otherwise liable to duty or not.] 





BRITISH INDIA. 
PROHIBITED IMPORTATION OF DYESTUFFS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the India 
Office, of the following announcement relative to the impor- 
tation into British India of dyestuffs, etc., viz. :— 
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Phe Government of India have prohibited, with effect from 
the 6th September, the import into India, except under 
licence, of— . | 

All derivatives of coal tar, generally known as intermediate 
products, capable of being used or adapted for use as ilye- 
stuffs, or of being modified or further manufactured into 
dvestuffs. | 

All direct cotton colours. all union colours, all acid wool 
colours, all chrome and mordant colours, all alizarine colours, 
all basic colours, all sulphide colours, all vat colours (includ- 
ing synthetic indigo), all oil, spirit and wax colours, all 
lake colours, and any other synthetic colours, dyes, stains, 
colour acids, colour bases, colour lakes, leuco acids, leuco 
bases, whether in paste, powder, solution or any other form. 

‘onsignments shipped on or before the 6th September will 

onslg PI 
be freely admitted. 

Applications for import licences should be addressed to the 
Collector of Customs at the port through which it is desired 
to import the goods. | | 

It is understood that licences will always be obtainable for 
dvestuffs and intermediate products manufactured in the 


United Kingdom. 


= 


CANADA. 


IMPORTATION OF CATTLE, SHEEP, ETC., 
FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Customs Memorandum No. 2329-B, dated 12th August, 
contains copy of a Ministerial Order of the 5th August, 
issued by the Department of Agriculture, which states that 
owing to the existence of foot and mouth disease in England, 
all permits for the importation into Canada from the United 
Kingdom of cattle, sheep, other ruminants and swine, with 
the exception of such animals as are actually at that date 
embarked on vessels en route for Canada, shall be cancelled. 











BRITISH WEST AFRICA. 
EXPORT DUTY ON PALM KERNELS. 


The Board of Trade have been informed by the Colonial 
Office that the Governments of Nigeria, Gold Coast, and 
Sierra Leone are taking the necessary steps to bring into 
force on 20th October an export duty of £2 a ton on palm 
kernels exported from those Colonies to countries outside the 
British Empire. | | 

Particulars of the Ordinance providing for the levying vi 
this duty in the Colony of Nigeria appeared on page (57 ot 
‘‘ The Board of Trade Journal”’ of 12th June. 








FOREIGN. 


BELGIUM. 
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN. 

The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Oftice, of copy of a Belgian Royal Decree, dated the 9th 
August, and published in the ‘‘Moniteur Belge’”’ for the 14th 
August, respecting certificates of origin. The Decree pro- 
vides that :— 

Art. 1.—The importation into Belgium of merchandise 
coming from Switzerland, Luxemburg, Spain, Holland, 
Denmark. Sweden, Norway. Poland, Czecho-Slovakia, and 
German Austria is subject to the production of a ‘‘certifi- 
cate of origin,’ written, printed or stamped on the invoice 
accompanying the goods. 

Art. 2.-This “‘ certificate of origin ’’ is to be drawn up 
in a prescribed form (the form to be used is indicated in 
an annexe to the Decree), and consists of a declaration that 
the goods are not of German origin. 

Art. 3.—Merchandise made from materials originating 
in Germany shal! not be considered as of German origin when 
the value of the German materials and/or labour used or 
expended in the production of the goods does not exceed 
25 per cent. of the value of the finished product. 

Art. 4.—Certificates of origin must be viséd by a Belgian 
Consul or other person appointed by the Belgian Ministrv 
of Foreign Affairs for the purpose. 

Art. 5.—Certificates of origin will be valid for a limited 
period, which will be specified on the certificate. This period 
will in no case exceed two months. 

Art. 6.—Certificates of origin are not required in certain 
special cases, ¢.g., goods to be sent in transit through 
Belgium: goods imported either on a direct bill of lading 
or under cover of some other transport document, and 
without breaking bulk, from one of the following countries : 








CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 
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United States of America, France, United Kingdom, Italy; 
travellers’ baggage; live animals. ; 

Art. ¢.—-The Minister of Economic Affairs may, if neces- 
sary, extend the provisions of this Decree to imports trom 
countries other than these specified in Art. 1. 





IMPORTATION OF GOODS OF GERMAN ORIGIN. 

In the same issue of the ‘‘Moniteur’’ is published a Mini- 
sterial Decree, dated the 12th August, respecting the im- 
portation into Belgium of goods of German origin. This 
Decree provides that the freedom from the formality of 
import licence requirement accorded by earlier Decrees 
is not applicable to merchandise originating in or coming 
from Germany, whether entering Belgium by land or by 
sea, and coming either direct from Germany or by way of a 
country for imports from which a certificate of origin js 
required. 

Goods defined by Art. 3 of the Royal Decree of 9th August 
(see the foregoing notice) and accompanied by the certificate 
of origin prescribed by that Decree are not considered as 
of German origin. 

The following are exempted from the import licence 
régime : — 

(1) Merchandise exempted from certificate of origin 
requirement in virtue of Art. 6 of the Royal 
Decree of 9th August (see above). Licence re- 
quirement is maintained, however, for the impor- 
tation of wheat. 

(2) Goods recovered, or delivered as reparation or com- 
pensation, on condition that the formalities 
prescribed by the Reparation Service are observed. 





INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON BEER. 

The *‘ Moniteur Belge *’ for the 8th August contains the 
text of a Belgian Law, dated the 3rd August, and effective 
as from the 10th August, which modifies the Customs duties 
on imported beer. 

Article 1 of this Law increases the Customs duties on 
imported beer and other fermented beverages not specially 
classified in the Belgian Tariff, to the following rates : — 


eer 10 francs per hectolitre 
Be OE -  beensecnnncenss 15 francs per hectolitre 
The rates previously in force are shown below : — 
Beer. 
Ba rrrerrernet errr ) francs per hectolitre 
SE | intustncacuaninaions 7 frances per hectolitre 


Other fermented beverages (including cider, mead, perry, 
and verjuice). 
In casks 
Bottled 


6 francs per hectolitre 
7 francs per hectolitre 


ee ee | 


or ee ee eee ere eeeeee 


INCREASE OF Excise Duty on BreR. anp Tax on SUGAR 
DESTINED FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF BEER. 


Further Articles of the same Law provide for the modif- 
vation of the Excise duties on beer, and on sugar destined 
tor the manufacture of beer, in the manner shown below :— 

Article 2.—By modification of Article 3, paragraph 1, of 
the Law of the 20th August, 1885, the Excise duty on the 
manufacture of beer is fixed at 20 centimes per kilogramme 
of malt declared. 

Article 3.—The drawback of the Excise duty on beer and 
vinegar exported or deposited in public warehouse, fixed at 
2trs. 50c. per hectolitre in virtue of Article 26 of the above- 
mentioned law, is increased to 4frs. per hectolitre. 

Article 4.— 

(1) In the case of sugar, glucose, and invert sugar 
destined for the manufacture of beer, there 
shall be levied a special duty of— 

(a) 20frs. per 100 kilogrammes of sugar. 

(a) 15 frs. per 100 kilogrammies of dry 
extract contained in glucose and invert 
sugar. . 

(2) The Minister of Finance is authorised to prescribe 
the measures necessary for assuring the carrying 
out of the provisions of Section (1). 





BRAZIL. 
CONSULAR INVOICE REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of information from 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rio de Janeiro to the effect 
that the Brazilian Government have decided to put into 
operation, as from the Ist October, the regulations respect- 
ing the specification of goods in Consular Invoices, which 
are laid down in Article 120 of the Budget Law for 1919. A 
full translation of the Article in question was published at 
pages 294-295 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’”’ for the 
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27ch February last. It was originally intended that these 
provisions should take effect on the 1st July. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary adds that a statement, which 
may be taken as official, and which may be summarised as 
follows, has been communicated to the Brazilian Press by 
the Director of the Federal Statistical Department. 

Under the regulations of the Budget Law, which will 
be brought into force on October Ist, penalties will be 
exacted for the want of detailed specifications of mer- 
chandise in Consular Invoices from that date; all 
general specifications, such as cotton goods (tecidos 
de algodao), unclassified earthenware (Obras de louca 
nao espec’ficadas), hardware (obras de ferro), unclassi- 
tied chemicals (productos chimicos nao especificados), 
ete., will be prohibited. 

The exporter will be obliged, in the case of cotton 
goods, to describe the fabric as bleached, printed, or 
dyed (branco, estampado ou tinto), giving the weight 
and value of each quality. In the case of earthen- 
ware, the declaration must be made of the kind of 
article, whether lavatories, dinner services, etc. With 
regard to chemicals, each product should be given by 
its commercial or scientific denomination. 

The obligatory declaration ‘‘of component materials ”’ 
refers principally to fabrics, in which the declaration 
is required of the fibre which has been used in their 
manufacture, such as cotton, silk, flax, etc. 

For the exportation of automobiles, it is sufficient to 
state the number of cars, and whether they are to be 
employed in the transport of cargo or passengers, and 
whether propelled by petrol or electricity. 

The exporter should give on the Consular Invoice the 
details which are furnished to the importer in Brazil 
when the crder is shipped. When a Brazilian mer- 
chant gives an order abroad, he does not order 
‘‘hardware ” or ‘‘earthenware.’’ He orders a given 
quantity of such article as he wishes to purchase. 
When he receives his goods, they are accompanied by 
an invoice, where each kind of article is designated, 
with its weight and value. It should, therefore, be 
easy for the exporter to compile the Consular Invoice 
in accordance with the exigencies of Brazilian Law. 





FRANCE. 





NEW EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 

The ‘Journal Officiel’’ (Paris) for the 28th and 30tu 
August contains Decrees, dated the 26th and 28th August 
respectively, in virtue of which the exportation and also the 
re-exportation (after warehousing, transit, or transhipment, 
or under the ‘‘ temporary admission’ régime) from France 
of the goods enumerated below is prohibited until further 
notice, except under licence. 

No. in French 
Customs Tariff. 


er 14 bis Poultry, living. 
39 Organic manures. 
79 Rice. 
92 Molasses. 

ec 93 Glucose. 


162 & 162 bis Beetroot. 


ex 220 De-phosphorisation slag. 
ex 252 Sulphate of ammonia. 
ee 270 Nitrate of soda, nitrare of lime, calcium 


cyanamide. 
Superphosphate of lime. 
Chemical manures. 


979 bis 
281 bis 





319 Fecule of potatoes and maize, and other 
fecule. 
GERMANY. 





IMPORT LICENCES REQUIRED FOR IMPORTS 
INTO UNOCCUPIED TERRITORY. 

The Board of Trade understand, from information which 
has been received through the Foreign Office, that import 
licences are at present required for the import of all classes 
of goods into German territory outside the one occupied by 
the Allies. For such licences, the consignee of the goods 
has to apply to the Reichskommisir for Export and Import 
Licences, in Berlin. 

Applications for licences are dealt with on their merits, 
raw materials being given a preference over manufactured 
goods, particularly ‘‘ luxury ”’ goods. 





| 
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ITALY. 


DUTY-FREE ADMISSION OF GRAIN, ETC. 
The ‘ Gazzetta-Ufficiale *’? for the 14th July contains a 
Decree, dated the i2th June, which extends until the 
3lst December, 1919, the period during which grain (includ- 
ing rice), flour and semolina may be imported into Italy 
tree of Customs duty. : 


—— 








IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

With reference to the notice at pages 215-216 of the 
‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ for the 14th August, respecting 
the Italian Royal Decree of the 24th July on the subject 
of import restrictions, the Board of Trade are in receipt of 
information from His Majesty’s Embassy at Rome to the 
effect that the Italian Government have decided to admit 
into Italy from the United Kingdom, without licence, goods 
ot the kinds specified in Schedule ‘‘A’’ of the Decree, if 
of United Kingdom origin, except such of these goods as also 
appear in the list printed at page 87 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal’’ for the 16th January, i.e., the list of 
‘‘luxury ’’ goods which, under the previous arrangement 
between the British and Italian Governments, could only be 
imported into Italy from the United Kingdom under licence. 

The effect of this is that (apart from goods specified in 
Schedule ‘‘ B”’ of the Decree, the import of which, on private 
account, remains prohibited), all goods of United Kingdom 
origin, imported into Italy from the United Kingdom, will 
be admitted without the formality of an import licence except 
the undermentioned articles in respect of which the prospec- 
tive consignee in Italy must apply to the ‘‘ Comitato Con- 
sultivo,’’ at the Ministry of Finance, Rome, for an import 
licence : — 

Wine in bottles. 

Spirits and liqueurs. 

Chocolate. 

Perfumery (except scented soap). 

Woollen carpets. 

furniture; frames (cornici). 

Printed matter (of the nature of engravings, litho- 
graphs and the like)—not including books, picture 
postcards, newspapers and periodicals. 

furs, made-up into manufactured articles. 

Manufactures of gold and silver, including gold and 
silver jewellery and gold watches. 

Precious stones (except those for industrial purposes). 

Motor-cars (except chassis). 

Manufacture of glass, ground, cut, gilt, or silvered. 

Feathers, ornamental, crude or prepared. 

Human hair, worked-up. 

‘* Mercerie ’’ of a luxurious or ornamental character. 

Toys. 

Fans. 

Pianos. 

Women’s hats, trimmed. 

Artificial flowers, made of textile materials. 

Goods of the above-mentioned kinds sent to Italy from this 
country by parcel post do not, however, require an import 
licence at present, except manufactures of gold or silver, 
including jewellery of these metals, gold watches and precious 
stunes. 

The Board of Trade are informed that the term ‘ heavy 
mineral oil’? in Schedule ‘“‘B” of the Decree of 24th July 
applies only to combustion oils and not to lubricants. The 
latter may, therefore, be freely imported into Italy. 
Further, malt is not covered by Schedule ‘‘ B,”’ and may thus 
be imported into Italy without licence. 





MOROCCO (French Zone). 





CONSUMPTION DUTY ON ALCOHOL. 


With reference to the notice at page 456 of the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal’”’ for the 3rd April respecting the increase 
of the consumption duty on alcohol, in the French Zone, 
from 300 francs to 600 francs per hectolitre of pure spirit, 
the Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Office, of a copy of an Arrété dated the 5th August, in virtue 
of which this consumption duty is reduced to 300 francs in 
respect of alcohol destined for certain purposes. 

The Arrété provides that :— 

Article 1.—The consumption duty on alcohol instituted by 
Article 2 of the Dahir of 2nd June, 1916, and fixed at 600 
franes by Article 1 of the Arrété of 6th March, 1919, is 
reduced to 300 francs per hectolitre of pure spirit: 

(1) On alcohol contained in wines, cider, perry, beer, and 
hydrome! ; 
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(2) Qn alcohol contained in vermouth quinquinas, 
‘“vins de liqueurs et d’imitation’’ not exceeding 
23deg. ; 

(3) On alcohol contained in perfumes : 

(4) On non-denatured alcohol forming a constituent 
part of chemical products. 

Article 2.—This reduced duty is equally applicable, sub- 
ject to proof being furnished as to use, to: — 

(1) Alcohol destined for the manufacture of ‘* vins de 
liqueurs et d’imitation,”’ or for fortifying of wine ; 

(2) On condition that the consignee is a pharmacist, 
medicinal alcoholic preparations, the names of 
which appear in the Arrété of 28th July, 1917; 
also neutral alcohols, testing at least 85deg., 
destined for the manufacture of such medicinal 
preparations ; 

(3) Alcohol for the manufacture of perfumes: 

(4) Non-denatured alcohol tor the manutaeiure of 
chemical products. 

Article 5.—The tax due on the alcoholic content of manu- 
factured products, enumerated in Article 1, will be collected 
at the same time as the Customs duty, and the goods will 
then be delivered without further formality to the importer. 


Detailed regulations are laid down in the Arrété as to the 
importation of alcohol which is declared on entry to be 
destined for one or other of the purposes specitied in 
Article 2. 





NETHERLANDS. 
RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign 
Otlice, of information trom H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at The 
Hague, to the effect that the prohibition on the exportation 
from the Netherlands of raw cotton, raw and washed wool, 
and hemp has been temporarily raised. 


SWITZERLAND. 
GENERAL EXPORT LICENCE. 


With reference to the notice at pages 251-2 of the ** Board 
of Trade Journal’’ for the 2lst August and to previous 
notices respecting Swiss General Export Licences, the 
Beard of Trade are in receipt of copy of a notice issued 
by the Swiss Federal Food Othce permitting the exportation 
under General Licence of the undermentioned goods without 
the formality of an individual export licence in each case. 

This General Export Licence, which is revocable at any 
time, teok effect on the 11th August. 

No. in Swiss 
Customs Tariff. Articles. 
29 Juice of fruits and berries, fruit juice evapo- 
rated to consistency, purées of fruit: all 
these without sugar with or without alcohol. 











36 Oranges and lemons. 
37b Figs. ; 
39 Other Southern fruits, not mentioned else- 


where in the Tariff: nuts, Jarge or small, 
shelled or not; capers and olives, fresh; 
peeled pine kernels, pineapples, bananas, 
pomegranates, etc. 
ex 41-43 Preserved vegetables, except dried haricots. 
41 (a) & (b) Preserved vegetables, in receptacles weighing 
5 kilogs or less, except preserves of peas, 
haricots, and rice. 


~ 
e 
io 


vy 56-7 Coffee substitutes, except those containing 
coffee. 
cs 88-9 Fish preserves of all kinds, except tunny fish. 
115 Beer in bottles or jars. 
124 Wine must, concentrated. 
126-7 Spirits in casks, bottles, or jars. 
130-1 Vinegar and acetic acid. 
150-1 Horn in the rough and prepared, and other 


raw animal materials not elsewhere men- 
tioned in the Tariff: sheets of bone. 


211b Peat litter. 

218 Waste (residues) of grapes and fruit; liquid 
wine lees. 

219 Waste of vegetable origin, not elsewhere men- 


tioned in the Tariff. 
Flowers, leaves, herbs, plants, dried, neither 

dyed nor dressed, even in bunches. 
Animals for use in travelling shows. 
GeneRAL Licences WITHDRAWN. 

The General Export Licences granted in respect of the 

following goods have been revoked :— 
ex 41-3 Dried haricots. 
ce At Preserves of haricots, peas, and rice. 


—_————_ 


er 1162 


ex 1164 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES 


—continued. 


TUNIS. 
EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading 
which appeared on page 107 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 17th July, the Board of Trade are jp 
receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a Beylical Decree 
dated the 10th August (and published in the “Journal Off- 
ciel Tunisien ’’ for the 16th August) which contains a re- 
vised list of goods the exportation or re-exportation of 
which from Tunis is subject to the obtaining of an export 
licence from the Director-General of Finance. 

rhe revised list enumerates all the goods specified in the 
notice under reference with the exception of malt, whole 
or ground, and gluten (Nos. 74 and 76 ter of the Tariff) and 
the following goods in addition : — 

Further List of Export Prohibited Goods. 








No. in 
Customs Tariff. 
16 Meat, fresh and refrigerated. 
ee Hams, and meat, salted. 
li fis and tery Pork butchers’ products and ox cheek. 
19 Meat preserved in tins 
ee 31 Margarine, oleo-margarine, edible fats 


| and similar substances. 
35 bis und ter Condensed milk. 


er 66 Cattle bones in the rough. 
93 Syrups and bonbons. 
96 Coffee. 
98 Chocolate. 
111 his Edible vegetable fats. 


165 and lo8 his Oilcake and brewers’ dregs (tourteaux et 
dréches) | 

1i2 tei Natural phosphate of lime and bauxite. 

ex 312 Soap, other than perfumed. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IMPORT LICENCES AND CERTIFICATION OF 
INVOICES. 

The War Trade Board Section of the United States De. 
partment of State announces, in Ruling No. 824, dated the 
Sth August, that American Consuls have been instructed 
that it is no longer necessary to require evidence of the 
issuance of an import licence hefore certifying an invoice 
covering the shipment of any commodity to the United 
States, notwithstanding that such commodity may be one 
the importation of which into the United States is still sub- 
tect to control by individual licence. 


GENERAL IMPORT LICENCE ‘ P.B.F. NO. 37” 
AMENDED TO COVER POTASH. 


With reference to the notice at pages 216-7 of the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ’”’ for the 14th August respecting General 
Import Licence ‘‘ P.B.F. No. 37,’? which permits the im- 
portation into the United States without individual import 
licence, of all commodities, with a few exceptions therein 
specified, the War Trade Board Section has issued a further 
Ruling (No. 822, dated the 7th August) deleting potash from 
this list of exceptions. The effect of this Ruling is that 
potash may now be imported into the United States under 
licence ** P.B.F. No. 37’ from all countries except Hungary 
and Bolshevik Russia. 

Collectors of Customs and American Consuls have been 
instructed that it is no longer necessary that shipments of 
this commodity be accompanied by certificates of non-enemy 
urlgin. 


PROPOSED TARIFF CHANGES. 


PERSIA. 


FORTHCOMING REVISION OF THE CUSTOMS 
TARIFF. 

Article 6 of the Agreement between the British and Persian 
Governments signed at Tehran on 9th August, 1919, fore- 
shadows the revision of the existing Customs Tariff of 
Persia. The terms of this Article are as follows:— 

“The two Governments agree to the appointment 
forthwith of a joint Committee of Experts for the 
examination and revision of the existing Customs Tariff 
with a view to its reconstruction on a basis calculated to 
accord with the legitimate interests of the country and 
to promote its prosperity.”’ 


—— 
— 
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Openings for British Trade. 








(NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
“Openings”? by applying to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, and quoting the specific reference number and 
country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 4, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, 
S.W.1. 

Replies must be sent to the Department, and not to 


its Overseas Officers, except where otherwise stated.) 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 

NEW SOURCES OF SUPPLIES REQUIRED.—Applications 
are frequently received at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Development and Intelligence) from firms in all parts of the 
United Kingdom and abroad, who wish to get into communica- 
tion with British manufacturers or producers of various classes 
of goods with a view to obtaining supplies. 

An application has been recorded during the past week for 
the names of manuafacturers of the following (among other) 
articles :— 

(:alvanised Iron Kettles. - 

sritish manufacturers of these articles now in a position to 
supply are invited to make application for the name of the en- 
quirer. 








AUSTRALIA. 

HARDWARE. CANVAS, AND ALLIED LINES.—An agent 
in Melbourne desires to secure the representation, in Victoria, on 
4 commission basis only, of United Kingdom manufacturers of 
hardware, canvas, and allied lines. (Reference No. 589.) 

POWER PLANT AND ACCESSORIES. MACHINE TOOLS, 
AND MACHINERY.—A consulting engineer residing in Sydney 
desires to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of 
power plant and accessories, machine tools, and machinery of all 
kinds, with a view to undertaking their representation in Aus- 
tralia. The enquirer wishes to operate on a commission basis, 
but should the business prospects warrant it, he would be pre- 
pared to handle machinery agencies on a direct purchasing and 
consignment basis. (Reference No. 590.) 

Replies shouid be addressed to the Department oi Overseas 
Trade. 


TENDERS INVITED. 

MINE VENTILATING FAN.—H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Australia has forwarded a copy of the specification, 
general conditions of contract and tender forms in connection 
with a call for tenders by the Victoriar Railways Commissioners 
{State Coal Mines), as follows :— 

Sealed tenders, on the proper forms, will be received up to 
noon on 15th October, by the General Manager, State Coal 
Mines. Wonthaggi, Victoria, for the supply and delivery of one 
mine ventilating fan. (Contract No. 457.) 

Tenders must be accompanied by a preliminary deposit of 
2} per cent. of the amount of the offer. Local representation is 
necessary. 

The copy of the specification, etc., referred to above, may 
be consulted by United Kingdom firms interested at the Enquiry 
Office of the Department of Overseas Trade. 73. Basinghall 
Street. London. E.C.2. 

_It will be observed that the time fo, the receipt of tenders is 
limited, and this intimation will, therefore. be of use only to firms 
aving agents in Australia who can be instructed bv cable. 

TENDERS FOR PLANT FOR LOCK CONSTRUCTION.— 
The Imperial Trade Correspondent. at Adelaide has forwarded a 
detailed list and general description of articles required, con- 
ditions of contract. ete., in connection with a call for tenders 
by the Public Works Department. Adelaide, for the supply and 
delivery of plant to be utilised for, the construction of Lock No. 9. 
Which is the second of several locks to be erected on the River 
Murray (Contract No. 36/19). 

_ Sealed tenders will be received at. the Office of the Engineer- 
in-Chief. Adelaide, up to noon on 16th September. 

copy of the above-mentioned list. etc.. may be consulted 
by British firms interested, in view of future requirements, at 
the Enauirv Office of the Devartment of Overseas Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. 





BRITISH INDIA, 
TINSEL THREAD-WAKING PTANT.—United Kingdom 


manufacturers of machines for the production of gold and silver 





| 
| 
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thread used in Indian embroidery work are requested to forward 
their names and addresses to the Comptroller-General, Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence), 4, Queen 
Anne’s Gate Buildings, S.W.1, for transmission to an enquirer for 
such appliances. 





CANADA. 


UNDERWEAR, HOSIERY, DRAPERS’ SUNDRIES, ETC.— 
The sole representative for Manitoba and Ontario of a well-known 
American firm and the sales manager of a well-known Montreal 
firm are desirous of going into partnership as manufacturers’ 
agents, on commission, for the representation of United Kingdom 
manufacturers of underwear, hosiery, drapers’ sundries, etc., for 
the whole of Canada. (Reference No. 591.) 


LINENS, SILKS, DRESS GOODS AND HOSIERY.—A 
Toronto business man desires to take up agencies, for the Provinces 
of Ontario and Quebec, for United Kingdom manufacturers ot 
linens, figured silks for linings. dress goods and hosiery. (Reference 
No. 592.) } 

SPORTING GOODS, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents 
in Toronto are desirous of obtaining agencies in Western Canada 
(from Winnipeg, Manitoba, to Victoria, British Columbia) for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of cricket, football, lacrosse, 
tennis and hockey goods, swimming costumes, etc. (Reference 


No. 593.) 
TEXTILES, HABERDASHERY, ETC.—A_ manufacturers’ 


agent in Toronto is desirous of obtaining agencies, for Ontario, 
on behalf of United Kingdom manufacturers, of men’s woollens, 
ladies’ dress goods, smallwares, haberdashery. cotton piece-goods, 
hosiery, underwear, etc. (Reference No. 594.) 


GLUE, ENAMELS, PAINTS, DYES, ETC.—A firm of manu- 
facturers’ agents in Toronto are desirous of obtainimg agencies 
for United Kingdom manufacturers of glues. enamels, paints. dyes. 
etc.. tor the Province of Ontario. (Reference No. 595.) 


IRON, STEEL, BRASS AND COPPER BARS, STRUCTURAL 
STEEL SHAPE PLATES, ETC.—A firm of import merchants in 
Montreal desire to obtain agencies for United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of iron and steel bars, structural steel shape plates, and 
chequered plates, black steel sheets, cold rolled or drawn shafting 
and bars, brass and copper bars, sheets, etc., and galvanised 
sheets. etc.. for the Province of Quebec. (Reference No. 596. ) 


(LASS, CHINA AND PORCELAIN WARE.—A trader estab- 
lished at Waipawa, Hawkes Bay, desires to obtain agencies, for 
the Dominion of New Zealand. for United Kingdom manufac- 
turers’ exporters of glass, china, and porcelain ware. The en- 
quirer is at present in this country, and is willing to interview 
British manufacturers who desire representation in the Dominion. 
(Reference No. 597.) 


INDUSTRIAL PLANT, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ 
agents at Montreal desire to represent United Kingdom manu- 
facturers of industrial plant, especially hydraulic machinery, for 
pulp and paper mills, and electrical plant, for sale, on commis- 
sion, in Eastern Canada.. (Reference No. 598.) 


—<— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 


CANADIAN TRADE COMMISSIONER'S ENQUIRIES. 


The following enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner’s Office. Portland House. 73. 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C.2. whence further information 
may be obtained :— 


MARINE LAMP LENSES (CATALOGUES. ETC., 
WANTED).—A Canadian firm wish to obtain catalogues, prices, 
etc., from United Kingdom manufacturers of marine lamp lenses. 


TEXTILES.—A business man who is going out to Canada at 
the end of October to take up a partnership in an old-established 
business, wishes to secure the representation. upon a commission 
basis, of United Kingdom manufacturers of cotton dress goods, 
shirtings, linings, and pocketings, velveteens. ginghams, voiles 
(plain and fancy), towellings, curtains, and Balbriggan yarns. 

RAW LEAF TOBACCO (MARKET SOUGHT).—A Canadian 
exporter of raw leaf tobacco for cigars and cigarettes, the repre- 
sentative of whom is now in England, will be glad to hear from 
buvers. 





NEW ZEALAND. 

STATIONERY, TOYS AND FANCY GOODS.—The Officer-in- 
Charge of the Office of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zealand 
reports that a Wellington firm desires to obtain agencies for 
United Kingdom manufacturers of stationery, toys, and fancy 
goods for the whole of New Zealand. The firm prefers to work 
on a commission basis, but is prepared to arrange to carry moder- 
ate stocks. (Reference No. 599.) 


TEXTILES.—A Christchurch business man is desirous of com- 
mencing operations on his own account as an agent for United 
Kingdom manufacturers of serges, dress goods, men’s worsted 
and woollen cloths of different grades (from low Batley cloths to 
high-class goods), end shirtings. The enquirer claims to have had 
a long experience in mills in this country, as well as experience 
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in travelling in the lines named in New Zealand. He states that 
he is well known to the buyers in all wholesale warehouses through- 
out the Dominion. (‘Reference No. 600.) 

MACHINERY. METAL AND HARDWARE LINES.—A 
traveller. who has had some twenty years’ experience in the 
United Kingdom market with a well-known manufacturing frm, 
intends to commence business in New Zealand on his own account 
as an agent. He desires to get in touch with United Kingdom 
manufacturers of machinery, metal and hardware lines. with a 
view to representing them in the Dominion. (Reference No. 601.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 

TENDERS INVITED. 

TRAMWAY MATERIAL.—The Officer-in-Charge of the Office 
of H.M. Trade Commissioner in New Zeaiand has forwarded 
copies of the specifications, drawings, etc., in connection with 
a call for tenders by the Napier Borough Counci!. for the supply 
and delivery of the following :— 


4 


Tramway rails, points and crossings, special track 
k. fishplates. fish bolts, bonds and spikes 

2) Trolley, test and span wires 

5) Tramway poles «nd sleepers. 


~ 


Ww 


Copies of the specifications may be obtained from the Towa 
Clerk, Napier, New Zealand, who will uso receive sealed 
tenders up to noon on 30th September 

Copies of the above-meniioned specifications. drawings. etc., 
may be consulted by British firms interested. at the Enquiry 
Office of the Depariment cf Overseas Trade. 75, Basinghall 
Street. London. E.C.2. 

It will be observed that the time for the receipt of tenders 
is limited, and this intimation will therefore be of use only to 
firms having agents in New Zealand who can be instructed by 


cable. 


The Officer-in-Charge also reports that the Wellington City 
Corporation are calling for tenders for the supply and 
delivery of :- 

1) A motor chassis capable of carrying 30 cwt. 

These tenders will close on 18th September 

2) A mechanical turn-table fire escape. 

hese tenders will close on 30th Septembe: 

Fuli particulars mav be obtained at the ottice of Messrs. 
Preece, Cardew and Snell, Westminster. S.W.1. the London 
agents of the Corporation. 

The tenders, it is stated. will close simultaneousiv et the 
office of Messrs. Preece, Cardew and Snel], and in Wellington, 
on the dates above specified. 





SOUTH AFRICA, 

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS.—H.M. Trade Commissioner 
at Cape Town reports that a Johannesburg firm. already repre- 
senting a number of firms for groceries and provisions. desires to 
secure additiona! agencies in South Africa of United Kingdom 
exporters of foodstuffs. (Reterence No. 602.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

JUTE SACKS.—The Egyptian War Department are calling 
for tenders for the supp!y of 500 sacks, jute, G.S, 

All particulars may be obtained from Sir A. L. Webb. 
K.C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Westminster, S.W.1. 

Tenders are returnable on 19th September, and are to remain 
open for seven days. 





MALTA. 

CROCKERY. GLASSWARE. HOLLOW-WARE, TEXTILES, 
MOTOR-CARS, ETC.—A Malta firm desires to get in touch with 
United Kingdom manufacturers and exporters of the following 
goods, of which they are wholesale importers :—Porcelain and 
earthenware (principally crockery for household use), glass and 
glassware ; iron and brass bedsteads; iron and zinc, hollow-ware, 
enamelled ware ; motor car and boat accessories; linen and cotton 
goods, shirting, prints. handkerchiefs, knitted goods: hats (men’s 
and bhovs’): children’s shoes: and biscuits and confectionery. 
(Reference No. 608.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Tr ade. 





MAURITIUS 

GLASSWARE. HARDWARE. MANCHESTER GOODS, 
MOTOR-CARS. ETC.—Two enquirers irom Port Louis. who are 
at present in this country, desire to commence an agency business, 
in partnership, on their return to Mauritius, and they wish to 
get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers of classware, 
hardware, Manchester goods, motor-cars and accessories, tyres, 
motor spirit, lubricating oils. paints, ete. (Reference No. 604.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continued. 
EUROPE. 








AUSTRIA (Occupied Territory). 

COAL, JUTE, COTTON, COFFEE.—A firm of traders in 
Trieste wish to get into touch with United Kingdom exporters of 
coal, raw Jute, cotton and coffee, with a view to representing them 
in Trieste. (Reference No. 605.) 

Replies donde be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





BELGIUM, 

STATIONERY AND OFFICE SUPPLIES.—A Relgian en- 
quirer at Huy desires an agency. with commission, for United 
Kingdom tirms for stationery and office supplies. any Bee 
cant claims to have had 20 vears business experience. Reter- 
ence No. 606.) 

Rephes should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





CZECHO-SLOVAKIA. 

CATALOGUES WANTED.—United Kingdom firms are asked 
to forward catalogues to firms in Czecho-Slovakia, whose names 
and addresses have been forwarded by H.M. Representative at 
Prague, and may be obtained on application to the Department oi 
Overseas Trade. 4, Queen Anne's Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1. The tirm referred to are interested in the following 
industries :—The stone industry: china and glass factories; iron 
and construction works; foundries; leather, shoe, and glove 
factories; wood, paper, textile and sugar industries, ete. 
(Reference No. 607. ) 

COTTON.—An enquirer at Prague, Bohemia. is desirous ot 
representing United Kingdom firms exporting Indian cotton and 
raw Macco cotton. (Reference No. 608. ) 

COTTON PIECE-GOODS.—A cotton goods manutacturer 
Warnsdorf is desirous of obtaining the agency of a United King- 
dom firm manufacturing cotton mi terials for making garments, 
trousers, velvets, fustians. etc. The enquirer claims to have 
connections in Czecho-Slovakia, German Austria, and Jugo-Slavia. 
(Reference No. 609.) : 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





FRANCE. 

DRY VEGETABLES. GUMS. RAW RUBBER, SEEDS, 
ETC.—A firm in Paris, claiming to be well introduced on the 
French market. wish to get inte touch with United Kingdom 
firms, exporting such products as dry vegetables (lentils, peas, 
beans, rice, etc.) ; gums, raw rubber. musrd seeds; and linseed, 
who are desirous of appointing an agent for France. (Reference 
No. 610.) 

SPECIAL MATERIALS FOR CORSETS, BELTS, ETC.— 
An agent in Paris desires to obtain agencies for the sale oi 
special materials and knitted (elastic) goods for corsets, abdominal 
belts, elastic stockings, etc. The enquirer states that he and 
his sub-agents visit the whole of France. (Reference No. 611.) 

SITE FOR AFROPLANE HANGAR.—An~ enquirer at 
Bayonne, who is building an important aerodrome at Biarritz, 
wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom aviation com- 
panies desirous of erecting an aeroplane hangar on ground 
belonging to him at Biarritz. (Reference No. 612.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





ITALY. 

HABERDASHERY.—An engutrer in Milan desires to represent 
United Kingdom manufacturers of sewing cotton, silk, ribbons, 
smallware, and other haberdashery. (Reference No. 618.) 

UNDERWEAR; MEN’S OUTFITTING.—An enquirer 2" 
Milan, with introduction in London, desires an agency for United 
Kingdom exporters of woollen, silk, and cotton underwear, and 
men’s outfitting. (Reference No. 614.) 

COLONTAL PRODU‘ HIDES AND SKINS, PALM OL, 
ETC.—A produce broker and commission agent in Genoa, estab- 
lished for 30 years. and having extensive connections in the 
trade. desires to obtain agencies for United Kingdom exporters 
of cocoa, coffee, cinnamon bark, cloves, nutmeg, tamarind pulp. 
pepper, hides and skins, palm oil, ete. (Reference No. 615.) 

ELECTRICAL GOODS.—An electrical] engineer. with cood 
connections, who is at present in London, proposes to start 
business on his own account, either as sole agent or buying agent 
for United Kingdom firms and desires to obtain agencies for 
electrical goods such as lamp holders, lamps, switches, cables, 
etc. (Reference No. 616.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE —continued. 


NETHERLANDS. 

DRAPERY AND TEXTILES.—A firm of commission agents 
at Amsterdam is desirous of securing the representation, in Hol- 
land. of United Kingdom merchants for cotton linings, tweeds, 
crépe-de-chine, satins, velvets, flannels, coods tor ladles’ wear 
etc. (Reference No. 617.) 

CARDBOARD FOOD CONTAINERS.—A United Kingdom 
agent of a well-known Amsterdam firm wishes to get into com- 
munication with United Kingdom manufacturers of cardboard 
food containers, with a view to obtaining agencies, for Holland. 
Reference No. 616.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





ROUMANIA. 

PAPER. LEATHER, SHIRTINGS, OVERALLS, AND 
BINDER TWINE.—An agent in Bucharest desires to come into 
communication with United Kingdom firms dealing in the follow- 
ing goods : —W riting paper and paper of all kinds, stationery 
articles, leather and leather goods, men’s shirtings, etc., overalls, 
and binder twine. (Reference No. 619.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





SPAIN. 

H.M. Commercia] Secretary, Madrid, reports the receipt of 
the following enquiries :— 

MACHINERY ACCESSORIES, PAINT, ETC.—A_ Spanish 
merchant of Saragosa desires to get into touch with United 
Kingdom firms supplying belting, asbestos, pressure gauges, valves, 
lubricators. tools, paints, varnish, saws, and clips and joints for 
belting. (Reference No. 620.) 

TIN PLATE.—A British merchant of Cartagena, already 
holding certain United Kingdom agencies, is desirous of securing 
an agency. in that city, for the sale of tinplates. (Reference 
No. 621.) 

SALT FISH, CONFECTIONERY, STATIONERY, AND 
IRISH LINEN.—H.M. Consul, Madrid. reports that a business 
man of long standing in that city (a British subject) is desirous 
of securing agencies for United Kingdom firms dealing in salt 
fish, confectionery, stationery, and Irish linen. The applicant is 
experienced in al] the lines mentioned, and knows Spain and local 
conditions thoroughly. (Reference No. 622.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





SWITZERLAND. 

EMBROIDERY, LACE, AND UMBRELLAS.—<An agent at 
Lausanne desires to secure the representation, for Switzerland, of 
United Kingdom manufacturers of embroidery, lace, and umbrel- 
las. (Reference No. 623.) 

MOCO YARN.—A firm of importers of engineering goods, 
packing, and belting at Winterthur wish to secure the sole 
representation in Switzerland of a United Kingdom exporter of 
fine Moco yarn. (Reference No. 624.) 

MACHINERY. METALS. TOOLS, LEATHER, BOOTS, AND 
CHEMICALS.—A firm at Bale wishes to secure the sole repre- 
sentation in Switzerland of United Kingdom manufacturers and 
exporters of machinery. metals and tools, leather, hides, boots 
and shoes, and chemicals. (Reference No. 625.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 





TURKEY. 

AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of commission 
agents, recently established in Constantinople, desire to get into 
touch with United Kingdom export houses wishing to do business 
in Turkey, with a view to obtaining selling agencies. The firm 
claim to have a thorough knowledge of the Turkish market, and 
to be well-known to wholesale dealers. (Reference No. 626.) 

—_— should he addressed to the Department of Overseas 

rade. 





ASIA. 





DUTCH EAST INDIES. 

RUBBER. ETC., PLANTATION SUPPLIES.—A firm of 
agents, with offices in London and connections with rubber 
and other estates of the Netherland East Indies. desire to 
obtain the representation of United Kingdom firms in those 
islands, (Reference No. 627.) 

— should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





PALESTINE. 
AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm in Haifa, estab- 


ee ba > . a e . , 
‘ished in business as manufacturers representatives, merchant 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—continuwed. 





importers and exporters, steamship and insurance agents, wishes 

tu represent, in Palestine and Syria, United Kingdom manufac- 

turers and steamship companies. (Reference No. 628.) 
Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
rade. 





AFRICA. 





MOROCCO. 

HARDWARE, BUILDING MATERIALS, CLOTH, COLO 
NIAL PRODUCE, ETC.—A British merchant established in 
Morocco, with considerable experience in import and export 
trade, desires to obtain agencies for hardware, building materiais 
(particularly iron I-joists), woollen cloth, Colonial produce (spices, 
etc.), and Egyptian sugar. (Reference No. 629.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


PIECE-GOODS.—An agent, now in England, desires to obtain 
the representation in Buenos Aires cf United Kingdom manuiac- 
turers of cotton, woollen, linen, and union piece-goods. The 
applicant is willing to arrange appointments and to call upon any 
firms interested. (Reference No. 6350.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 


Trade. 








UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 





MACHINERY. MOTORS, ETC., STEEL, HARDWARE, 
CUTLERY, ETC.—A business man, at present in the United 
Kingdom, proposes to open premises in New York shortly, and 
wishes to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of all lines of products, who wish to be represented there, with 
a view to an agency on a commission basis. (Reference No. 631.) 

Replies should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade. 





Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


mene 


EXPORT AND 





IMPORT SECTION. 





RELAXATION OF EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 


The Board of Trade announce that American cotton has 
been removed from List B. of prohibited exports and that as 
from to-day Wireless Telegraphs and Telephones and instru- 
ments and material for wireless and Telegraphic and tele- 
phonic apparatus, including valves, are removed from List, A. 

In explanation of the changes it should be noted that goods 
on List A are prohibited to all destinations, while goods on 
List B. are prohibited to all destinations outside the British 
Empire. 





EXPORTS OF WOOL AND WASTES, NOILS, TOPS 
AND YARNS. | 


The Board of Trade (Export Licence Department) give 
notice that applications will now be considered for Licences 
to export all classes of Wool, except Australasian Wools 
above 46’s quality, in the form of 

(a) Cased Wools. 
(b) Matchings. 
(d) Scoured in this country. 

In the case of applications for other Australasian Wools 
(except Carbonised) exporters are reminded that it is neces- 
sary to state the Lot rumbers and the Catalogue number ot 
the Sale at which the Wool was purchased. 

Samples should be submitted with applications in respect 
of all classes of Wool, except Australasian Wool in the origi- 
nal bales or purchased at Government Sales at Manor Row, 
Bradford. 

Applications to export the following materials will also 
receive consideration. 


Wool Waste. 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES AFFECTING TRADE —continued. 





Wool Noils (except fine Crossbred Noils). 
Persian Wool Tops. 

Tops of 46’s quality and under. 

Yarns. 

Exporcers should carefully note the following points : — 

1. Licences for Fine Crossbred Noils and tor Tops above 
46’s quality are granted only in exceptional cir- 
cumstances and when specially allocated by the 
Supply Department. 

Samples should be sent with all applications in 
respect of Waste Noils and Tops. 

2. Delay may be experienced in the issue of licences for 
Yarns owing to the necessity of limiting, in the 
interests of home manufacturers, the monthly ex- 
ports of Yarn. 

It is highly desirable that holders of licences 
permitting the export of Yarn which it is not now 
intended to export should return such Licences for 
cancellation in order that the full rationed quan- 
tity may be exported. 

This Notice supersedes all previous announcements, and 
due notice of any future changes in the export policy will 
be given in this Journal. 

Applications for export licences, which must contain full 
descriptions of the materials to be exported, should be ad- 
dressed to the Controller, Board of Trade (Export Licence 
Department), 1, Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, Westminster, 
S.W.1 





POSTAL SECTION. 


CORRESPONDENCE FOR THE BRITISH 
MILITARY MISSION IN SOUTH RUSSIA. 








The Postmaster-General announces that correspondence 
intended for transmission to officers and men serving with 
the British Military Mission in South Russia should be ad- 
dressed as foilows : — 

British Military Mission, 
South Russia, 
Army of the Black Sea. 

Letters and parcels should be posted in the usual way. 
They should not be sent to the War Office or any military 
ctice for transmission. Additions to the address such as 
‘‘c/o General Post Office,”’ or ‘‘c/o War Office,”’ cause diffi- 
culty and delay, and should on no account be used. 

The rates of postage are as follow :— 


Sit Riicnidenpintidkunubendoaniwamtinns ld. per oz. 
DEED sakébuncdncivciécmieenensesenn ld. each. 
I ° dcttindeninscishemmmes porn id. per 2 oz. 
Parcels not exceeding 3 lb. ................., 1 


Parcels exceeding 3 and not exceeding 7 lb. 1/9 
Parcels exceeding 7 and not exceeding 11 lb. 2/6 


FOOD SECTION. 
CAERPHILLY CHEESE. 


The Food Controller has by General Licence suspended 
the cperation of the Caerphilly Cheese (Retail Prices) Order. 
1919, so that until further notice Caerphilly Cheese may be 
sold by retail free from any restriction as to price. 

The question of the control of prices of Caerphilly Cheese 
will be reconsidered towards the end of September, and due 
notice will be given of any action that the Food Controller 
may then decide to take for the future. 











CANADIAN CHEESE. 

The Food Controller announces that he has now decided 
not to purchase the balance of this season’s exportable sur- 
plus of Canadian cheese remaining after the purchase of 
20,000 tons, now being made for the Ministry of Food, is 
completed. ; 

[It is expected that the purchase now in hand will be com- 
pleted in about a month’s time. Subsequent imports of 
cheese on private account will not be requisitioned by the 
Ministry on arrival in this country, but will he governed by 
the maximum importers’ selling price, which is now ls. 2d. 
per Ib. A maximum wholesalers’ selling price will probably 
be fixed shortly, and the maximum retail price will be 
retained. 





SPECULATION IN POTATOES. 


The Food Controller has received information that 
potatoes in the ground are being sold by auction at excessive 
prices. It is necessary, therefore, to warn speculators that 
should a maximum price be fixed for potatoes during the 
coming winter, no account will be taken of excessive prices 
which may have been paid for potatoes by speculators. 


—- 





Commercial Returns. 


COTTON IMPORTS AND EXPORTS. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and 
Exported at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom 
during the week and 36 weeks ended 4th September, 


1919: — 








Week | 36 Week® | Week (36 Wee ks 


ended ended ended ended 





— 4th Sept. 4th Sept., | 4th Sept 4th Sept. 
1919, | 1919 | 1919. | 1919. 
IMPORTS, Exports, 











| 
| Bales. | Bales. | Bales. | Bales. 
American on .-| 24,887 (1,910,678 | 543 | 20,283 
Brazilian - wal 147 12,962 - 7 572 
East Indian .. --| 5,536 | 91,654 | 1744 | 31,238 
Egyptian ..  ..| 27,642 | 331,511 218 | + 45,846 
Miscellaneous --| 9$,032* | 174,146f — | 2,585 
Total ..| 61,244 2,520,951 2.505 | 100,524 














*Including 483 bales British West African and 4 bales 
Foreign East African. 

tIncluding 6,903 bales British West Indian, 8,101 bales 
British West African, 12,387 bales British East African, and 
4,972 bales Foreign East African. 





CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn, per 
quarter of 8 bushels Imperial Measure,* as received from 
the Inspectors of Corn Returns in the week ended 6th 
September, 1919, and corresponding weeks of the seven 
years, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 








Average Price. 





| Wheat. 





Barley. Oats. 
| g. d, a hi«& 
Week ended 6th September, 1919, 73 4 89 3 6l 1 
Correspondfng week in— | | 
1912 .. oe os --| dd O 29 O 20 5 
1913. 2° °° it es ol 5 18 0 
1914... oe oe --| 37 10 29 11 23 11 
1915... “ _ --;.43 O 37 Il 26 8 
1916. oe oe --| 99 3 ol 7 ol 1 
Tt «s; “« <« «<a. _ 59 3 46 7 
1918 .. - oe «| W@ 3 60 4 56 9 





*Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that 
where returns of purchases of British Corn are made to the 
local Inspector of Corn Returns in any other measure than 
the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure, 
that officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial 
bushel, and in the case of weight or weighed measure the 
conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial pounds 
for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every 
bushél of barley, and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for 
every bushel of oats, 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘Board of Trade Journal’’ is 6d. (644. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 27s. 6d. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription 31s. 6d. per annum, 


post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at 7, Whitehall Gardens, London, 
S.W.1. All editorial communications should be addressed 
to ‘“‘The Editor.’’ 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all communi- 
cations concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or branches (see Cover). 
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Commercial Returns. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST, 1919, 
The following table shows the value of the external trade in August, 1919, compared with particulars for a year ; 


earlier :— 


Imports (Value C.I.F.*). 


Month ended 3lst August. 


Exports Value (F.0.B.t). 


PRODUCTS AND 


MANUFACTURES OP THE FOREIGN AND COLONIAL 











].—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— 


A. Grain and Flour ; 
B. Meat, including Animals for Food . 
C. Other Food and Drink : 
(1) Non-dutiable 


D. 


1].—Raw Materials and Articles 


—_ 
=“ 


AS 


I]].—Articles Wholly or Mainly yw peel 
A. Tron and Steel and Manufactures thereof . 


nigh 


(2) Dutiable 


Tobacco 


Total, 


Class I. 


manufactured— 


Coal, Coke, 


Other Metallic Ores .. 


Cotton 
Wool 


. Wood and Timber 


. Other Textile Materials. ' 
. Oil Seeds, Nuts, Oils, Fats, and Gum 
Hides and Undressed Skins .. ; 


Paper-making Materials 


Total, 


. Miscellaneous .. 


Class IT. 


and Manufactured Fuel 
Iron Ore, Scrap Iron and Stcel 


Mainly 


Un- 


B. Other Metals and Manufactures thereof .. 


CU. 


o 


x 


a 


a. 


M. 
N. 


0. 


Cutlery, Hardware, 
Tools), and Instruments .. 
Goods 


Electrical 


Machinery 
Ships (new) 


Manufactures of Wood and Timber (including | 


Furniture) . 


Yarns and Textile 
(1) Cotton 
(2) Wool 


and 


(3) Silk .. 
(4) Other Materials 


Apparel 
. Leather and 


Paper 


Railway Cartiages and Trucks (not of Iron) ; | 


Manufactures 


Apparatus 
Machinery and Uninsulated Wire) 


Fabrics ; : 


. Chemicals, Drugs, Dyes, and Colours 


thereof 


Mofor Cars, Cycles, dane &c. 
Miscellaneous .. 


Total, Class III. 


IV.—Miseellaneous and ‘Samteniies 


Parcel Post) 


TOTAL 


(other 


Implements (except Machine 


(including 











than 


(including | 
Gloves, but excluding Boots and Shoes) 4a | 
. Earthenware and Glass - 








Unitep Kinepom. MERCHANDISE 

1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 1918. 1919. 

£ £ £ £ | £ £ 
12,474,755 16,952,861 28,438 238,802 15,146 467,688 
13,559,104 20,620,358 8,203 29,397 31,146 571,714 
11,131,440 15,108,152 ‘eo 67,341 1,022,088 
10,568,859 13,337,992 602,227 1,891,176 { 77°39) 9097163 
2,254,120 3,779,673 315,153 | 443,956 | 2,659 206,746 
49,988,278 69,799,036 954,021 2,603,331 194,113 4,295,399 
430 285] 5,865,442 «6,384,207 in ai 
1,432,557 —«:1,600,041 7,830 | 29,643 - cm 
1,388,657 682,090 562 | 9,083 83,560 _ 15,486 
1,567,578 9,814,625 98,005 | 59,591 | 7,906 96,340 
7,854,781 17,192,629 an | avee aan 632,866 
2,405,356 | 7,653,253 149,341 $31,816 66,253 | 2,455,421 
3,483,416 1,346,667 6,129 62,857 183,869 346,637 
12,577,398 12,526,027 106,554 | 1,650,423 56,341 1,301,898 
2,063,696 2,272,766 89,838 112,823 110,044 1,433,183 
1,199,183 1,645,378 12,966 | 68,378 | aa 1770 
2,044,691 | 2,592,693 86,098 289,876 430,824 | 1,656,324 
36,022,743 | 57,326,454 | 6,422,765 9,523,697 , 938,797 8,139,105 
: _— 
763,233 | 925,641 3,621,470 , _ 6,401,613 137,310 | 66,443 
2,127,771 | 2,060,747 731,542 | 1,789,522 61,821 | 659.559 
501,967 788,337 392,499 | 777,879 30,237 | 97,668 
} | 
66,924 | 72,410 166,031‘ 663,305 1,010 | 7,464 
924,100 —-1,130,445 | ~—-1,364,988 | 3,235,962 | 21,299} 105,192 
-_ | 570 $13} -:177,197 on 23 
| | 

180,940} 410,703 57,773 | —«:133,881 | 1,144 | 9,055 

380,165 | 633,913 | 15,011,644 | 22,136,023 | $3,016 | 136,309 

15,680 | 155,442 | 4,417,566 10,489,272 | 32,561 | 43,805 
1,795,888 | 1,361,942 185,508 | 382,192, —«:182.963 | 257,996 
500,527 | 857,145 $59,974 1,853,795 52,695 | 299,131 
70,312 272,205 1,060,254 | 1,658,101 | 4,505 19,824 
4,224,882 | 1,773,344] 2,097,181 | 2,458,265 244,189 358,899 
791,757 | 4,889,093 128,784 | 710,787 | 9.497 | 384,723 
18,177 | 347,750 325,219 | 518,629 1,016 | 1,492 
334,736 | 1,336,701 233,858 | 339,221 90 | 3,663: 

} } ; 

940,516 | —- 801,076 405,747 | 1,453,984 11,353 | 17,557 
10,252,599 3,129,806 | 3,340,684 6,527,275 264,665 | 407,329 
23,890,174 | 20,947,270 | 34,401,535 |, 61,716,903 1,141,371 | 2,876,132 

= 7 — wenn aca — oe emer —— 

278,308 | 759,633 | 1,743,916 924,347 3,054 | 603 

| LT 
410, 179,501 wie 148,832,393 | 43,522,287 | 74,773,278 2,277,385 | 15,311,244 
































*The value of the wg represent the cost, insurance, and freight, or, when goods are consigned for sale, the 
latest sale value of such g 


+The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the goods on board the ship, and are 
known as the “free on board’? values. 
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COMMERCIAL KELURNS—continued. 





BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


Tie Marconi International Code (1V. Vols.). By J. C. H. 


Macbeth. The Marconi International Code Co., Ltd., 
Marconi House, Strand, London, W.C.2. £4 4s. per 
volume. 

The complete Code consists of four volumes translated 
into the following languages : — 

Volume I.—English, French, Spanish. 

Volume II.—-English, Japanese, Russian. 

Volume III.—English, Italian, Portuguese. 

Volume IV.—English, German, Dutch. . 

The Code words are the same in every case. It 1s 
immaterial from which volume or in which language a 
message is coded, as the receiver will obviously decode it 
in the language most familiar to him. The English text 
is alphabetical, but Coders in otner languages will find 
a complete index for all the words. . 

The Code is divided into two main portions—one con- 
taining General Phrases, and the other a Numeral Sys- 
tem upon entirely new principles. The two chief aims 
of a Standard Code should be to save cost of cable 
charges, and cost of time required to code messages: 
and a study of the instructions issued under the Numeral 
System of this Code shows that within a comparatively 
small compass upwards of 17,050 millions of combinations 
can be obtained. The checking system also ensures 
accuracy. 

Any two of the half-code words of five letters each may 
be joined together to form one complete Code word, or 
any five of the two-letter groups. All words so formed 
will comply with the International Telegraphic Regula- 
tions, although it must be remembered that not more 
than ten letters are permissible in any Code word. 

An important section, comprising a Terminal Index. 
enables de-corders to deal expeditiously with a mutilated 
cable—the presence of four correct letters out of five 
being sufficient to identify the word. To a certain 





H.M. Commercial Counsellors, Secretaries, Etc. 


COMMERCIAL RETURNS—continued. 





extent two-letter errors in the same code-word can be 
corrected, especially where they are consecutive, and at 
the end or beginning of the word. 

Tables are also given for the simple and rapid con- 
version of various currencies and weights and measures, 
The Committee of Lloyd’s Register of Shipping have 
arranged to number the vessels in their *‘ Register” 
from UY0000 upwards, so that any ship may be referred 
to by the use of one word. 





NATIONAL INSURANCE ACTS : UNEMPLOY. 
MENT INSURANCE. 


DECISIONS BY THE UMPIRE. 

Pursuant to paragraph (5) of the Unemployment Insur. 
ance (Umpire) Regulations, the Minister of Labour hereby 
gives Notice of the following decisions by the Umpire on 
questions whether contributions are payable : — 

B.—fhe Umpire has decided that contributions ARE 
NOT PAYABLE in respect of : --- 

2460.—Workmen engaged in filling in military entrench- 
ments: 

Note.—Decisions in which the Umpire has decided that 
coutributions are payable under the National Insurance 
(Part I1.) (Munition Workers) Act, 1916, are indicated by 
the letter X at the end of the number, e.g., 1554X. Con- 
tributions under these decisions are payable as from the 
ith September, 1916. 

Where the reference is given to an Application, the 
question has been decided by the Umpire, without notice, 
as a matter not admitting of reasonable doubt, in accora- 
ance with paragraph (2) of the Unemployment Insurance 
(Umpire) Regulations. 

Decisions relating to individual workmen which raise 
no question of general interest, or which merely apply 
principle laid down in a previous decision, are not pub- 
“shed. 





The following is a list of the Commercial Diplomatic Appointments which have been made up to date. It 
must be understood that the list is not final, as certain additional appointments are under consideration. These 
will be announced in the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ as soon as they are made, and the list as printed at 


present will be amended accordingly. Telegraphic addresses are given in brackets. 


EUROPE. 
FRANCE. 


J. Addison, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Embassy, 


Paris. 
Capt. Yeames, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Paris. 
BELGIUM. 
R. F. H. Duke, M.B.E., Acting Commercial Secretary, 30, 
Boulevard de Waterloo, Brussels. 


SWITZERLAND. 
J. R. Cahill, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Berne. 
NETHERLANDS. 


R. V. Laming, Acting Commercial Secretary, 16, Ketting- 

straat, The Hague. (‘‘Commintell, Hague.’’) 
DENMARK. 

R. M. Turner, Commerciai Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Copenhagen. (On Sick Leave.) 
. C. A. Carpenter, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Copenhagen. 

NORWAY. 

C. L. Paus, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 

Christiania. 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL. 

H. M. Villiers, M.V.0O., Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 

Captain U. de B. Charles, Commercial Secretary, 22, 
Montalban, Madrid. (‘‘Commintell, Madrid.’’) 

ITALY 

Sir E. H. Capel Cure, Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Embassy, Rome. 

W. H. Haslam, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Rome. 

GREECE AND SERBIA. 

E. C. D. Rawlins, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 

ment of Overseas Trade.) 


ROUMANIA. 
A. A. Adams, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Bucharest. 
RUSSIA. 


J. Picton Bagge, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
AUSTRIA. 
0. S. Phillpotts, O.B.E., H.M. Commercial Commissioner, 
c/o British Embassy, Vienna. 


TURKEY. 
Capt. C. H. Courthope-Munroe, Commercial Secretary, c/o 
British High Commissioner, Constantinople. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
J. J. Broderick, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, 
Washington. 
Lt.-Col. Maurice Alexander, C.M.G., Acting Commercial 
Secretary, H.B.M. Embassy, Washington. 


LATIN AMERICA. 
ARGENTINE, 


H. O. Chalkley, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 
Buenos Aires. 

F. E. Tirbutt, Acting Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Buenos Aires. 

BRAZIL. 

E. Hambloch, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Department 
of Overseas Trade.) 

E. Compton, Commercial Secretary, H B.M. Legation, Rie 


de Janeiro. 
CHILI AND BOLIVIA. 
W. F. V. Scott, Commercial Secretary. (Now at Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade.) 
PERU AND ECUADOK 
F. W. Manners, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Legation, 


Lima. 
FAR EAST. 
CHINA. 
H. H. Fox, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. Com- 
mercial Counsellor’s Office, Shanghai. (‘‘Commintell, 
Shanghai.’’) 


C. A. W. Rose, C.I.E., Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. 
Legation, Peking. (‘‘Commintell, Peking.’’) 
HONGKONG. 
H. J. Brett, Commercial Secretary, New Government 
Building. (‘‘Commintell, Hongkong.’’) 
JAPAN. 


E. T. F. Crowe, C.M.G., Commercial Counsellor, H.B.M. 
Commercial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama (Now at 
Department of Overseas Trade). 

H. A. F. Horne, Commercial Secretary, H.B.M. Commer- 
cial Counsellor’s Office, Yokohama. 


' EGYPT. 
E. H. Mulock, H.M. Commercial Agent, c/o The 
Residency, Ramleh, Egypt. 
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BRITISH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 





The following is a list of Chambers of Commerce established 
in certain foreign countries inthe interest of British 
Trade: — | 


Argentina. —British Chamber of Commerce for the Argentine 
Republic, Calle Reconquista 46, Buenos Aires. 


(Agent in London—Mr. J. Ballantyne, River Plate 
ouse, 13, South Place, E.C. 2.) 


Belgium. —British Chamber of Commerce 


in Belgium 
(Incorp.), 2, Rue de la Bourse, Brussels. 


Brazil.—Briti ". Chamber of Commerce in Brazil, Rua da 
Quitanda, No. 143, Rio de Janeiro. 


British Chamber of Commerce of Sado Paulo and 
Southern Brazil, 26, Rua 15 de Novembro, Sito 
Paulo. 

Santos Branch.—25, Rua Santo Antonio, Santos. 


Porto Alegre Branch.—215, Rua dos Andradas, Porto 
Alegre. 


Bulgaria.—See Turkey. 


Chile—British Chamber of Commerce in the Republic of 
Chile, Valparaiso. 


China.— 
Shanghai British Chamber of Commerce, 1, The Bund, 
Shanghai. 
Canton British Chamber of Commerce, Canton. 
Changsha Chamber of Commerce, Changsha. 
Chefoo Chamber of Commerce, Chefoo. 
Foochow Chamber of Commerce, Foochow. 


Hankow British Chamber of Commerce, 
Municipal Council Buildings, Hankow. 


Harbin British Chamber of Commerce, Harbin. 

Mukden British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate-General, Mukden. 

Newchwang British Chamber of Commerce, c/o British 
Consulate, Newchwang. 

Peking British Chamber of 
Chambers, Peking. 


Swatow Chamber of Commerce. Swatow. 


British 


Commerce, Culty 


Tientsin British Chamber of Commerce, Tientsin. 


Egypt. —British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt, 6, Rue de 
’Ancienne Bourse, Alexandria, and Savoy Chambers, 
Cairo. 


(Agents in Suez and London.—Messrs. Back and 
Manson, Egypt House, 36, New Broad St., E.C. 2.) 


France. —British Chamber of Commerce, Paris (Incorp.), 
6, Rue Halévy, Paris, [Xéme. 
(Correspondents in all the principal towns of France. 
Commercial Representative in France of the Com- 
monwealth of Australia.) 

















British Chamber of Commerce for the French Riviera 
and Principality of Monaco, 4, Avenue Massena, 
Nice. 

British Chamber of Commerce, Marseilles, 2, Rue 
Beauvau. 


Germany (Occupied Territory).—British Chamber of Com- 
merce in Germany, 133, Hohestrassé, Cologne. 


Greece.—British Chamber of Commerce, 7, St. Theodore’s 
Square, Athens. 


Italy.—British Chamber of Commerce for Italy, 7, Via 
Carlo Felice, Genoa (with Sample Show Rooms for 
British goods). 





Branches— 
235, Via Sicilia, Rome. 
12, Via Silvio Pellico, Milan. 
Scali d’Azeglio 3 p. p., Leghorn. 
Via A Depretis, 31, Naples. 
of Commerce for Morocco, 


Moroceco.—British Chamber 


Tangier. 


Persia. —British Chamber of Commerce, Bushire. 
British Chamber of Commerce, Mohammerah. 


Persian Gulf.—Basrah British Chamber of Commerce, c/o 
Fastern Bank, Basrah. 


Portugal.—British Chamber of Commerce in Portugal, 4, Rua 
Victor Cordon, Lisbon. 


Branches— 
39, Rua do Choupelo, Vila Nova de Gaia, Oporto. 
81, Rua dos Netos, Funchal, Madeira. 


Roumania.—See Turkey. 
Serbia.—See Turkey. 


Spain. —British Chamber of Commerce for Spain, 9, Plaza 
de Cataluna, Barcelona. 


Branch.—Avenida Conde Pefialver (Gran Via), 20, 
Madrid. (Delegates at Cartagena, Valencia, and 
Canary Islands.) 


Tunis.—British Chamber of Commerce, Rue Es-Sadikia, 35, 
Tunis. | 


Turkey. -—British Chamber of Commerce of Turkey and the 

Balkan States (Inc.), 34-35, Buyuk Tunnel Han, Galata, 
Constantinople. 

Branch Secretaries in Belgrade, Bucharest, and Sofia. 


Uruguay.—British Chamber of Commerce in Uruguay, Calle 
Rincon, 506, Montevideo. 


N.B.—Some of these Chambers issue periodicallv a Journal 
or Annual Report, which may be znspected at the Department 
of Overscas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 





TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES IN LONDON OF THE SELF-GOVERNING DOMINIONS, ETC. 





These Enquiry Offices are maintained in London at the 
following addresses by the Governments indicated, viz.:— 


British India.—Trade Commissioner, 60, Winchester House, 
Old Broad Street, E.C. 2. 


Dominion of Canada.—19, Victoria Street, S.W.1; also 
Portland House, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2 (Office of the 
Canadian Government Trade Commissioner). 

Commonwealth of Australia.—Australia House, Strand, 

W.C. 2. 
New South Wales.—Sydney House, 26-7, Cockspur 
Street, Trafalgar Square, S.W. 1. 





Victoria.—Melbourne Place, Strand, W.C. 2. 
Queensland.—409, West Strand, W.C. 2. 

South Australia.—409, West Strand, W.C. 2. 

Western Australia.—Savoy House, 115-6, Strand, W.C.2. 
Tasmania.—d6, Victoria Street, S.W. 1. 


Dominion of New Zealand.—4138, Strand, W.C. 2. 


Union of South Africa. —Trade Commissioner, 90, Cannon 
Street, E.C. 4. 


' Trade enquiries in regard to Rhodesia may be made at the 
office of the British South Africa Co., 2, London Wall Build- 
ings, E.C. 2. 
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ii.M. Trade Commissioners. 


AT Heavevartexs— 

Mr. C. Hamiitun Wickes, 73, Basinghall Street, London, 

E.C. 2. 
Caxapa— 

Montreal.—Mr. G. T. Milne, O.B.E., H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Canada, 307, Beaver Hall Square, 
Montreal (Telegraphic address, **Britcom’’). 

Toronto.—Mr. F. W. Field, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
207-260, Confederation Life nee Toronto (Tele- 
Cc crapliic addre ss, **Porencom és 

Winnipeg. —Mr. L. B. Beale, HL ‘M. ‘Trade Commissioner, 
610, Electric Railway Chambers, Winnipeg. (Telegraphic 
address, ‘*Wincom’’). 

NEWFOUNDLAND— : 

Mr. G. T. Milne. O.B.E.. H.M. Senior Trade Com- 
missioner in Canada, 367, Beaver Hall Square, Montreal 
(Telegraphic address, ‘‘Britcom’’). 

AUSTRALIA—- 

Melbourne.—Mr. S. W. B. McGregor, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in Australia, Commerce House, Flinders 
Street. Melbourne (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Combrit’’). 

Svdnev.—Major G. Fetherston, D.S.0.. M.C.. H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, Royal Exchange, 81. Pitt Street, Svdney 
(Telegraphic address, ‘*Combritto’’). 


Imperial Trade 


CanaDA— 


Alberta.—Mr. J. F. Sweeting, Industrial Section, Natural 
Zesources Department, Canadian Pacific Railway 
Ottices, Calgary. 

British Columbia.—Mr. P. G. Shallcross, c/o Messrs. 
Shalleross, Macaulay and Co., Ltd., 144, Water Street, 
Vancouver. 

Mr. J. J. Shalleross. c/o Messrs. Shallcross, Macaulay 
and Co., Ltd., P.O. Drawer 730, Victoria. 

Manitoba.—H.M. ‘Trade Commiussioner—scee list above, 
Winnipeg. 

New Brunswick.—Mr. W. E. Anderson, 162, Prince 
Wiiliam Street. St. John. 

Nova Scotia.—Mr. E. A. Saunders, Board of Trade, 
Halifax. 

Ontario.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Toronto. 

Quebec.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Montreal. 

Mr. G. B. Ramsey, 53, Dalhousie Street, Quebec. 
N EWFOUNDLAND— 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Montreal. 
Mr. H. W. Le Messurier, C.M.G., Deputy Minister and 
Assistant Collector of Customs, St. John’s. 
AUSTRALIA— 

New South Wales.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Sydney. 

Queensland. —Mr. W. J. Weatherill, ‘‘Courier’’ Buildings 
Queen Street, Brisbane. 

South Australia.—Nir. J. K. Samuel, Brookman Buildings, 
Grenfell Street (P.O. Box 218), Adelaide. 

Tasmania.—Mr. A. H. Ashbolt, 23, Old Wharf, Hobart 


Victoria.—H.M Senior Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Melbourne. 

Western Australia.—Mr. Basil L. Murray, 569, Wellington 
Street, Perth. 

New ZEALAND— 

Auckland.—(Vacant.) 

Dunedin.—Mr. W. T. Monkman, Bond Street. Dunedin. 

Wellington.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 


Wellington. 


Soutn AFrRrica— 
Union of South Africa: 

Cape Province.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list 
above, Cape Town. 

Mr. J. S. Neave, M.B.E., Library Buildings, Main 
Street, Port Elizabeth. 

Mr. W. Crawford Mackenzie, Union Street, East 
London. 

Natal Province.—Mr. A. D. C. Agnew, 412, Berea 
Road, Durban. 

Orange Free State Province.—Mr. G. Smetham, P.O. 
Box 101, Fichardt Chambers, Maitland Street, Bloem- 
fontein. 

Transvaal Province.--H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner 
—see list above, Johannesburg. 


Rhodesia.—Mr. Lochée Bayne, P.O. Box 599, Bulawayo 





NEw ZEALAND— 

Wellington.—Mr. R. W. Dalton, H.M. Trade Commis. 
sioner, P.O. Box 3€9, Welli ngton (Telegraphic address, 
“Ady antage’’). 

(At present on an olflicial visit to the United Kingdom.) 


Soutn AFRICA— 

Johannesburg.—Mr. W. G. Wickham, H.M. Senior Trade 
Commissioner in South Africa (P.O. Box 839), Gold- 
fieids Buildings, Eloff Street, Johannesburg. (Tele. 
craphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 

Cape ‘town.—Mr. J. L. Wilson-Goode, H.M. ‘Trade 
Commissioner, P.O. Box 1346, Norwich Union Bldgs., 
Cape Town (Telegraphic address, ‘‘Austere’’). 


INDIA AND CeYLON— 
Caleutta.—Mr. T. M. Ainscough, O.B.E., H.M. Trade 
Commissioner, McLeod House, 28, Dalhousie Square, 
Caicutta (Telegraphic address, ‘tAinscough’’), 


Britisa West Inpies ann British Honpcrras— 
Trinidad.—Mr. A. J. Pavitt, H.M. Trade Commissioner, 
The Red House, Port of Spain, Trinidad (Telegraphic 
address, ‘*Trinecom’’). 








Correspondents. 


Honorary Trade Correspondents.t 
Sovuta Arrica— 
Basutoland.—The Government Secretary, Maseru. 
Bec huanaland. —Mr. Vernon Eason, Resident Commis- 
sioner’s Office, Mafeking, South Africa. 


West Arrica— 
Cameroons, British Sphere of.—The Resident, Cameroons 
Province. 
‘ Gambia.—The Receiver General, Customs Department, 
Bathurst. 
Gold Coast.—The Comptroller of Customs, Accra. 
Nigeria.—The Comptroller of Customs, Lagos. 
Sierra Leone.—The Colonial Secretary, Freetown 
Kast AFRICA— 
British Kast Africa and Uganda.—-The Chief of Customs, 
Mombasa. 
German Kast Africa.—Mr. C. H. Chambers, Comptroller 
ot Customs, Dar-es-Salaam. 
Nyasaland.—The Comptroller of Customs, Zomba. 
East INpIES— 
British North Borneo.—The Commissioner of Customs and 
Excise, Sandakan. 
Ceylon.—H.M. ‘Trade Commussioner—see list above, 
Calcutta. 
The Principal Collector of Customs, Colombo. 
Federated Malay States.-—-The Commissioner of Trade and 
Customs, Kuala Lumpur. 
West [Np1leEs— 
Antigua.—The Treasurer, ..atigua, 
Bahamas.—The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados.—The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown 
Dominica.—The Treasurer, Dominica. 
Grenada.—The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Jamaica.—The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Montserrat.—The First Treasury Officer, Montserrat, 
St. Kitts-Nevis.—The Assistant Treasurer, St. Kitts. 
St. Lucia.—The Treasurer, St. Lucia. 
St. Vincent.-—-The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Trinidad.—H.M. Trade Commissioner—see list above, 
Trinidad. 
Virgin Islands.—The Commissioner, Virgin Islands. 
Bermupa.—The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 


Britisn Guiana.—The Comptroller of Customs, Georgetown. 

British Honpuras.—The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 

Cyprus.—-The Chief Controller cf Customs and Excise, 
Larnaca. 

FALKLAND Isianps —The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 

F131 Istanps.—The Receiver-General, Suva 

GiBprRALTAR.—The Colonia! Secretary. 

Marta.—The Collector of Customs, Valletta. 

Mavritius.—The Collector of Customs, Port Louis. 

St. Hrrena.—Mr. A. Hands. 

SryYcHELies.—The Clerk to the Governor. 

ZAN7IBAR. —The Chief Secretary to the Gov ernment. 


{Designated to act in an honorary capacity by the 
Governor of the Colony. Possession, or Protectorate in which 
the Correspondents reside. 

















